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- Even prostitution can attract converts to cults

by Kathy Mehler,
. InterVarsity Piess publishes racks-full of

_seeminyly insignificant books on Chrlstianity

and what can be termed Christian cults. De-
spite their sue and price, these booka make

valuable and interesting reading. *
JohnMoriconi's Children of God, Famity of

. Love describes how David Berg twists scripture

and Chnstanity Into a cult that uses prostitu-
tion a3 a form of wlnnmg convriis to the
Family.

Berg's qroup stapted ps Teens for Christ,
was dubbed Children of God in 1969 and later
became Family of Love in 1978. Berg also
changed his name In the process from David
to Moses David and ogain to Father David.

The book tells us that “much of the Family
of Love theology centers around the person of
David Berg.” The Family accepts his writing as
the word of God and it Is equal to the Bible In
importance. But Berg Is contradicting the Bible
by adding his extra interpretation of God's
word John says In Revelations 22:18 that any-
one who adds anything to the words of prophe-
cy in the Bible will be punished by the plagues
that are descnbed in it

Bery also preaches that “we do not have to
keep the 10 Commandments.” So he con-
cludes that sins, such as adultery, are no longer
sins.-In fact, Eerg says that sex can be an

effecuve way to get new members. "He consid-

ers the physical attributes of the women in the
Famuily of Love 10 be the ban that will lure the
fish into the organuzglion,” wiites Mariconl,
Beirg has even written an instrucuon manu-
al on "Furty Fishing” (the FF-er's Handbook)
that will guide the Family member as she fol-

lows her evangelical calling. “If you don't know
how 1o let these guys know that you nee:
money, you ought to get out of the FF-in
business! It's nice to win souls, but It's got t
pay lor Itsell,” Berg writes,

Ancther cull that uses the Bible to som.
degree for Its religious foundaton was stane.
by Victor Paul Wierwille In 1953. Now, an est
mated 20,000 to 100,000 Way member
preach the Gospel according to Wierwille.

But there Is one glaring flaw In Wiervalle’
“Christian” theology—he denles that Jesu:
Christ Is God, the Son, although he acknow
ledges that Jesus is a son of God. Wierwli
even wrote a book entitled Jesus Christ Is Nc
God. Perhaps he just didn't notice John 1030
"I {(Jesus) and the Father are one,”

In his book, Joel MacCollam writes the
Way members must pay 3100 to aftend .
“Power of Abundant Living™ program wher-
they hsten to 12 three-hour laped sessior
given by Wierwille. “The highlight Is when Th:
Doctor’ (Wierwille) teaches his students how
speak In tongues as an essential pan of th:
more abundant life he offers.”

Both Chlidren of God, Famlly of Love an
The Way of Victor Paul Wierwllle are wort
pickung up. For 50 cents a copy, they give
thorough rundaown of what to expect fror
these two culls, .
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“Help me Tes

SCN?

By LYNNE WATSON

Hongkong resident Mrs Pat Fugpiss
has been asked 10 help a grandmother in
Britain who is trying to rescue her grand-
children from the Children gL God cult.

Mrs Furniss belongs 1o an organisation of
British parents whose children have been recruited
by this cult. | .

The Children gf God organisation, also known
as the Family of . began in California in the
late 19603 buf*Wow operates mostly outside the
United States. :

Hongkong is one of the Family's most lucrative
bases, and a centre for its publishing empire (See
related sriicles on Page 18)

The sect maintains about 40 members in
Hongkong. New oncs continually fly in to replace
those who may lace visa exlension problems here.

Two years ago Mrs Furniss lreed one of her
own daughters from a London home operated by a
Family cnlon{.

Last week the British anti-cult organisation
phoned her and asked her to help lup{l'y informa-
tion on the sect to M Maureen McArdle of
Leeds, Yorkshire. L N !

She afrecd 1o send M McArdle copies of
pamphleu — known as MO letters — wrilten by
the cult’s founder, David (“Father Moses™) Berg
on the sex lives of children.

She posied » of Father David's 1977
pamphlet, Child Brides, to Lecds. )

Parents raising children within the Family pre
Mecing Britain rather than having to observe court
orders brought by worried relatives, say Mrs
McArdle and other British opponents of the sect.

Mrs McArdle 1old the SCM Post in a Ionr
distance phone call that her daughter Claire (2
and son-in-law Jay Riley, of Canada, had left
England in defliance of a High Court order. | :
e order made Claire's two children, a girl

(15 months) and a boy (three months) wards of
the court, in s case brought by Mrs McArdle~

She intended to seck final custody of the babies
for hersell and Mt McArdle, a 5)-year-old con-
uction site foreman,

Mrs McArdle sought more documentation on
Father David's teachings regarding the sexual
lives of children raised within the cult.

Father David himsell, now a millionaire, frF-
uently changes bases butl is belicved 1o be in
witzerland,

Mrs McArgie explained that she and her

‘| husband became alarmed about possible abuse of
‘| their grandchildren after reading cult literature,
1| meant for members only,

The Leeds grandmother confronted her daugh-
ter, who replied that there was nothing wrong in
Father David's unusual sexual recommendations,
either for children or for adults,

Among his admonitions is that female follow-
ers should not use birth control.

e —— e -
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cult children’

*They arc our business.

“You wouldn't understand them.

“How we bring up our family is our concera.

“But it will be with love."

However, Mrs McArdle told the SCM Post:
“Eight children in Britain who were wards of
court have been taken out of the couniry by this
cult.

*We are heartsick,” she continued, declining to
“f" whal steps she and her husband will wke in an
effort 1o retrieve their grandchildren from the cult.

In the Child Brides pamphlet, Father David as
usual meanders on ltml his own prolific if
basically misogynistic sexual history, and adds:

“I've said before that | think the Lord must
have been in favour of marriage at about 12 0r 13,
because you're first able to have children at that
2

e.
Father David, who was an impoverished evan-
, Belist most of his life until he devised a new means
of ensnaring troubled and gullible youth, said he
wl‘:;hecl that he had married when be was 15 yaars
old.

Two excultists from the Hongkong branch
who helped the SCM Post €1pase Berg's opera-
tions here, said that the guru's apprmch 10 sex
education for children was what finally caused
them to flee the sect.

The most controversial practice of this cull is
that women and girl members must do “Flin
Fishing™ — seeking converts and money by -
tulion — 8 practice well-documented by former
members and the cult's own internal literature.

The Family children generally are not educat-
ed outside their homes, and are used to help pass
out lcaflets and seck donations on Lhe streets,

They also are formed into amateur singing
groups which are used at (ronts to gain cwezi 10
the media and businesses, and 1o lucralive sites for
begging, such as hotel lobbics and public parks.
~ Like other relatives worried about childrea
living in Family of Love homes, the McArdles
sought court custody of their grandchildren when
lh:J:uunu refused to leave the cult. -

We they are in moral danmger,™ she said.

Mrs McArdle said her two grandchildren were
made wards of court on November 20, and she
had planned to seck custody hersell in Leeds on

" December 16.

However, the cult couple, Claire and Jay New
to Canada an November 27 with the two babes.

The Rileys were inlerviewed by the tabloid
Daiiy Star newspaper, one of uveu{ covering the
custody battle.

_Apparenily interviewed by tclcghou: from Jay
Riley's home in East Yancouver, the young father
told that newspaper: I don't care what your
English courts say.

*1I'm not prepared to discuss our beliefs.
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Woman tells of her escape from

cult that offered Sex

for mle

By DORI

S SMITH

empty hus seemed o blessing

A woman who escaped from a bizarre, mind-bending for which she cried in pathene
cult has revealed the sordid and shocking details of llfL' Rratitude.
wuh a wnndermg hand of followers led by a sell- stylcd

“Moses.”

Brainwashed, dirty and hun-
gry., Una McManus said the
Children of God crossed coun-
trics and continents preaching
love and practicing evil.

Prostitution, child sex, por-
nography, white slavery were
part of the sick world thal Una
inhabited for five terrible years.

She lost her husband, her
children and her sell-respect.

And when she broke free at
last and won an unprecedented
$1.5 million lawsuil against the
mind-twisting cult that nearly
destroyed her life, she vowed to
expose the cult for what it is.

The heartbroken woman has
lold all in a terrilying book,

“Not For A Million Dollars, "
{Impact Books, $4.95 paper-
back).

Una. who now lives in Akron,
Ohio. with the two children she
fought to [ree from the cult, ex-
poses a seamy world where
prostit:ition and sex are the
path to salvation.

It is a world led by a man
narhed David Berg, known to
his lollowers as Moses David, a
world she says demands total
and absolute obedicnce — and
gels it by fear of punishment
and the threat of damnation.

Una was 15 when she joined |

the cull. The innocent teenager
had had a strict religious up-
bringing in Ircland, attended
Catholic schools and wanted (o
become a nun.

“1 thought 1 had never met.
such beaunful people,” she sind

They had promised
everlasting joy —
but all they ever

delivered was hate’
' Children of God. “They seemed

so happy, so sincere, so ullerly
without hatred or strife."

She did not suspect’ that un-
derneath the robot-like incanta-
tions of *“‘Praise the Lord!”
were minds so brainwashed
they could no longer think for
themselves.

Una lived and traveled with
the cult, selling Moses David lit-
erature in the streets. At night
1she slept on a filthy mattress in
jdark alleys or abandoned build-
mgs.

Her clothes were rags, her
belly ached from_ hunger, but
always she believed it was [air
1o lie and say the money col-

!lected was to finance a Chris-

‘tian youth drug-rechab elfort.

And when nagging doubts
nagged at her conscience, she
reminded herself that what she
was doing served a higher
purpose — the salvation of lost
souls,

When she failed te remind
hersell strongly enough, others
did it for her.

She was banished into the
cold to sell pamphicts on her
jown if her quota fell behind. She
was criticized and ostracized,
belittled and beleagucred und
tdriven lo such low depths that

H WA B
“They had promised me ever- g > &y

lasting joy but all they ever de-
livered was hate," she said.

While Una and the cult's hun-
dreds — or perhaps thousands
— of followers lived in poverty,
their leaders lived in luxurious
mansions,

Nearly five years passed be-

fore Una saw a picture of the re- [f%

vered leader of the cult, Moses
David.
"I could not believe my

eyes,” said the shocked woman. B

“This was not the dynamic,
Christlike figure I had pictured
in my mind.

“"He was old, wasted and

ugly! He sat, Buddha-like, with .

one hand resting on the leg of his
chiefl wile.

“A bevy of scantily-clad
women surrounded him and
they were smiling seductively.
He was eyeing them lustfully
and his mouth was contorted in
a sensual leer.”

Una stared at the picture in
horror. She shivered at the

thought of the cull's new rule ¢
forcing her to sell her sexual [a- |

vors to strangers — a rule her
brainwashed husband thought
was Lotally fair.

The repulsion she felt was
overwhelming, but it triggered
her desperate, [rantic desire to
break free at any cost.

The struggle back was long
and extremely puinful. Night-
mares plagued her for o year,
but at last she understood — the

Children of God was an interna- -

tional rackel.
Una was [ree at last to rebuild
her life with her two voune chil.

1961 b isnEny '‘SMIAN QTHOM ATNAIM
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Children of God - Update

by Joseph M. Hophins
Jan. 25

“Moses” David Berg cites persecution
as the reason for strategy and organiza-
| tional changes in the Children of God.
_““The system is out to get us, and they are
driving us from the streets,” complained
Berg, 60, the founder-leader of the small,
but international group.

In an "“MO Letter”” dated December 31,
1978, Berg told his desciples, “Beloved,
we have had our good years| — our fat

years and our famous years! . . . | believe
that we're now entering into our
worldwide persecution lean yearsl

Jonestown is thair excuse to attack all the
cults, and tha cults are their excuse to
attack us! Because there is not one of
them that preaches Christ like we do.”

Berg, who two years ago renamed the
group “Family of Love,” has ordered
COG members into newly-formed small
groups - “for security, smaller families
more difficult to find."" His new strategy
calls for door-to-door witnessing, ped-
dling cult literature, organizing home
Bible studies, and pushing the Worldwide
Mail Ministry.” :

He also called for stepping up the
“Airty Fishing’’ outreach to older men
who are lonely and sufficiently affluent.
(Under the Flirty Fishing policy, COG
members use sex to win a hearing for the
gospel. Their sexual contacts are asked
for money “gifts,” which COG members
give to their church.)

In a bitter blast at the news media last
May, Berg revealed the firing in 1978 of
300 COG leaders. He said, “You (media)
can’t hurt us anymorel We've glready
disbanded . . . . Go to Hell where you
belong! We're on our way to heaven in
spite of youl Thank God.”

Decline In Membership

Hundreds of family members have
defected. From January 1978 to May
1979, total membership fell from 8,068 to
4958: the number of live-in adults
dropped from 3,650 to 3,259. (The
number of children increased slightly from
1,451 to 1,699.) Despite the exodus, Berg
axulted, 'Our Worldwide Mail Ministry is
absolutely booming at the rate of. . . 300
new members per month.” The October
Family News reported 6,700 ‘workers’ in
83 countries.

A former COG executive believes those
figures are inflated. He estimates that only
about 1000 hard-core desciples remain.
{iivrature distribution plummeted from a

high of 8 million pieces per month to 3
million by December 1978 and to 1.6
million by August 1979. Last May Berg
chided his followers. “Our world income
is off over 25 percent this year.”
Casualties of the 1978 purge included
Berg’s daughter Linda (“Queen Debbie")
and her ex-husband {"Jethro"), together
with their present spouses Bill {"'Isaiah’’)
and Melissa ("Joy"”). Deborah (now
Linda’s legal name) had pioneerea a
number of schools for COG children, six
in Italy alone. Jethro had instituted and
administered the group’'s computerized
accounting system. Isaiah and Berg's son
Jonathan (“Hosea’”) had launched the
sact’'s monthly pictorial New Nations
News. Malissa, daughter of former senior
vice-president John Moody of Mobil Oil,
gained national attention when in 1971
she married David “Michael” Senek, a
Newton Falls, Ohio COG convert. The
two couples now are living in the U.S.:

Berg banished them from South America.

Barbara Kaliher Cancaro (“Queen
Rachel’) was heir apparent to "King"
David’s throne until her defection several
months ago. Mike Sweeny (“Timothy
Concerned’’) assumed Rachel’'s leader-
ship post, only to be axed a short time
later when he refused to sign a "MO
Letter’” defaming Rachel. He and his wife
Debbie ("'Cornia’) now are involved in
social work in Furong,

Recent castoffs are Berg's legal wife
Jane (“Mother Eve'’) and her consort
Stephen Ferguson (“Stephen David").
Jane and a team of desciples spent the
past few years ministering to Arabs in
North Africa, southern France, and the
Mediterranean island of Malta, where last
spring she was granted an audience with
Libyan dictator Muammar EL Qaddafi.

In an open letter last February to
Qaddafi, a long-time COG booster, Berg
shared his pleasure over the ouster of the
Shah of Iran. Berg is rumored to be hiding
out in Switzerland, although he wrota
Qaddafi that he could be reached in
Madrid. COG world publication head-
quarters has been moved from Rome to
Zurich.

Church Aberrations

Bizarre aberrations continue surfacing
in the “MO Lerters.” The letters are ex-
tolled by their author as 'God’s ward for
today,” and therefcre cf greater releva:i e
than “God’'s ward for yosterday,” the
Bible. In Berg's lolest revelations:

® The Trinity consists of Father, Mather,
and Son. The female member, the Holy
Spirit, is described as the “Holy Queen of
Love" and is portrayed by an artist as a
beautiful, near-naked woman.

* Homosexuality and oral sodomy an

acceptable under certain conditions a:
being “‘within the limits of the love o
God.”" '

e Children conceived through Rirt
Fishing are called “Jesus Babies.'
Childhood sex is encouraged. A recen
“MO Letter’” contains an explici
photograph of the practice. Berg relate:
that he was introduced to oral sex at th
age of three by a “little Mexican gir’
babysitter. (This perhaps is a clue to hi
early and lifelong obsession with sex.)

In an interview, Berg's daughte
Deborah attested to growing up in :
wholesome Christian home. However, it i:
no secret that in recent years Ber
became deeply involved with wine, th
occult, and women (he has admitted i
print that he and his mistress ““Maria’
have been inflicted with venereal disease)
What went wrong? How did thi
apparently authentic Christian ministr
get off track?,

A former high-ranking leader theorize:
that Berg fell victim to delusions o
self-importance and power, of divinel
conferred authority, and of messiani
identity and mission. Like the late Jin
Jones, Berg submitted to no highe
authority, but forced his authority upo
his desciples, while demanding tots
obedience.

Potantlal People’s Temple?

A former top COG executive says CO(

is not a potential People’s Templa - mainh
because cult members are dispersex
throughout the world. But there are man:
parallels, including: supplanting biblica
revelations with cult teaching; sexual anc
financial exploitation; manipulation o
minds, bodies, spirits; stifling of dissent
paranoid hatred, suspicion, and fear o
“outsiders”; and preoccupation witt
death. (In letters to Qaddafi and to hi:
followers Berg has alluded to the
approaching end of his earthly ministry
and to “‘sweet release to a new world anc
a new lifel”)
Joseph M. Hopkins is a journalist who ha:
reported extensively on ‘the .Church o
God. This article appeared originally in the
January 25, 1880 edition of Christianit)
Today.
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1 Wherehave all the
1 Children of God gone?

Despite kidnappings,
deprogrammings, investi-
gations and a
multimillion-dollar law-
suit, the. Children of God
are alive and well, raking
in the money,
brainwashing new
“babes” every day and
having a hell of a time

By Thomas Moore

Belte. short Tor Belteshazzar, has
got his suevival hnapsach packed. oo i,
he's got eversthing he'll need for the
dpocalvpse: one tube ol toothpaste, one
twothbrush. one comb. vne tinst-aid kit
one Hashlight and extra set ol batteries,
one jachknife and sharpening stone, one
piece ol rope. a hox of waterproof
matches. a set ol mups tor the northeast
United States, a transistor radio and extra
set ol batteries, a setol caung and cooking
utensils. a told-up tishing rod and reel. a
packet ol seeds, vne bottle ol water-purili-
cation tahlets, two tns of sardines, a pinr
of pants. a shirt and one set ol
underweuar. And for the soul he's got a
small Bible and 4 plastic case of his fasor-
ite Mo letters—the biweekly wisdom of s
spiritwal leader. one Moses David. Its all
packed and ready to go.

Belte is a child of Gaod. as in Chil-
dren of God. He can hardly wait for The
End. It only 1t would happen 1omorrow,
then bang. out W the wouds, serounging
for berres and routs. Baby-faeed with

clean

Tom Moaore is an associale editor of NEW
TIMES. :

s wovnnes 184/

blond hiur cut in a bowl shape, Belte is
either 20 or 22, depending on when you
ash him. He grew up in Athol, Mass.,
where he used to be the wp local dealer—
griss. uppers. downers, yellows. reds, you
name it he had it That used o be a big
thing where he came from -not as g as
what he's into now. but big nevertheless,
He used to drve o Worcester every (wo
weeks ina reconditioned "39 Chevy he got
for $100 and pick up a new shipment.
Then he'd drive back out to this place he'd
setup in the woods —sort ot like the refuge
he's gotin mind tor The End-and he had
it wired up for sound. sterco. tape decks,
the whole bit. At might, lus friends would
filter out to his place. buy some grass, pet
stoned and party ull dawn,

But, sce. that was all meaningless,
Belte savs, No purpose ot Sure. he win
bucking the system -na job, nacallege, no
Army (his lottery number was 364). no
parents to speak al'=his Father died when
he was a kid and his mother and steptather
didn’teare much what he did so long as he
Jdidu’t bother them. He had money lrom
the grass trade, all the beer he vared (o
drink. friends. status. But what did it all
add up 10?

So. like a lot of other Kids wo
young for the street-hishtimg pohties of the
Oln. Belte started o Jook around  for
something he could plug o, something
that could make sense out ot all the chaos
and nonsanse gomy on around him, The
Establishment? Forget it light years bhe-
hind him. The despaining pohiticos of the
00T Everytiung's just a bummer o them.
The drug culture? He'd already done that.
Belte wanted something new. something
radically dilferent, something 1o hit him
up. make him high on lite and not on
eiptness, He tound it all righi. The uli-
nate teip, the last trip: the Children of
Gud.

And what rrony. The Bible's only
been around since the beginming ol ume.

Just a simple baok, passed down from one
generation o another. Until it got lost in
the shuille of churches, money. intellec-
tuals, syatems. wars, cconomio. politie
and drugs. "Once | was passing out Mo
letters in Harvard Square.” Belte savs,
“and, let me tell you. it was rough. *Get
outta here.” they'd say. *Who needs thart?
Gut lost. Fuek you." That's what thev'd
say. | eave a letter o this Harvard student
and you know what he told me? He said
the Bible s only one book ua his shel(”

The oldest bouk in the world. to-
tally dumped on by everybody. unul now
ity just one hook stacked up on a long
shell along with I'm QK. You're OR and
Evervilung You Always Wanted 10 Know
Abott Sex.

Yea, Belte joined the Children of
God and. ves. he admits w beng brain-
winhied. Who ise't? He washed all those
deceving ideas. those hundreds of mind
trips. phony values and thousands of
words right out of his nmuad. Cleaned
house. completely. And started over again,
from scratch. One book: the Bible, IUs the
whole truth and nothing but. And - here's
the tinal rony, the ulumate coatirma-
ton—it was so casy. Just ask Jesus into
your heart and 1t Done. You dun't need
money, or quablications, or contacts, or
special shills. Right now, i you want. Just
ush.

Pavlov and the Age of Reasun

The Children ol God (COG) ure
the hardliners, the Jesus people the media
cast as a bunch o brainwashing, hypnotiz-
ing. pied-pipering. glussy-eyed zombies
who. in the last four vears, ran oIf bab-
bling "bout “Jesus now™ with a lot of nice
voung Kids. While most of the weekend
Juaus freaks closed their cotlee houses and
blended buck into schools, jobs, tamilies
and churches. the Children of God stayed
with it. They are dulereat. Unlike the
Guru Mahuryy Ji's beatitic “prenues™ or

PHOTOGIAPHL BY PETER SIMON
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, Belte can hardly wait for The End.

Koreun Sun Myung Maon's stranght-laced
“moonies.” the Children of God aretinto
it—tll The End. They don’t own things.
take jobs on the side. go to school. or live
with their real fumilies. ALl that has been
forsaken.

Losing their hids 1o such a fanaticul
group. even in the name of Jesus Christ
naturally came as a shock to some parents.
Others were simply amused when ther
kids hooked up with COG -aiter all. it
was just another trip. the Kids were doing
their own thing. But then they realized it
was hard to keep in touch, Letters they
sent would come back unanswered. And
what letters they did receive would sound
childlike, silly, not the work of their owa
sons or daughters: “With love to Mommy
on Mother's Day. The river at' life and
love pour (reely through every open heart,
So let Gud's glory be your sonz of praise.
Happy Mother's day. Mommy. Cephus.”
This from a boy who attended St. George's
prep school and went 1o Stanford.

Several parents filed missing per-
sons reports and, with the help of the FBI
and police. tried w track down their chii-
dren. If they were lucky enough to find
them—many COG“kids were hidden or
moved secretly to another place and some

34 NEW TIMES /L}'/’f/'f’)l

colonies were zuatded by an cliborate
network ol sentries currying guns and
walkie-tulkies—-it turned out that “lead-
ers” spoke tor them. Their Kids seemed to
be in a daze, they spoke haltingly and
showed no emouon eacept fear. Some
screamed at thewr parents. calling them
“devils.™ And when a father said he'd had
enough and tried to pull his son out o the
car, the son recoiled. moaning that he'd go
to hell i he Tett, that he'd bleed to death.
And that was when the talk of
brainwushing began, und hypnotism. and
drugs-even hinty of a dark, commumnmist
consprracy. How else to explain this total
transformation of their kids. this trip of
trips? Certainly not just an old-Cashioned
relicious conversion, These are the 1970s!
Post-Nazi Germany. post-Korean War,
post-Chinese torure and  brainwashed
prisoners ol war—in short, post-Paviov

and his yelping. pain-conditioned dops.
' Enter Ted Patrick, kidnapper of

Kids, deprogrammer of Jesus freaks. Black
Lightning  as he likes to be called. His
technigue sounded a liule heavy: getting
parents o abduct their kid from a colony,
locking the kid in a motel room for three
days, berating the hid to “think for him-
sell™ until—sometimes—"the lever broke.”

FRERIds Palrick worked on ollen went
through “relapses™ and escaped back to
the Children of God. But, the parents
contend. at least he was doing something.
Al least he realized what was happening.
that young kids" minds were being brain-
washed. taken over and maybe damaged
for the rest of their lives.

From a legal standpoint. the prob-
lem for the parents is that our present laws
don’t really take into account the possi-
bility of brainwashing. Our legal system,
inherited from the British and the Age of
Reason, is based dn the assumption of
rationality. Only if someone commits an
actual crime or is judped to be mentally
incompetent can the law ouch them. But,
even ifwe admit that people can be condi-
tioned by psychological methods, wha is
to judge if someone has been brain-
washed, willingly or unwillingly. or is sim-
ply choosing a new way of life?

Stuart Beck, a young atlorney rep-
resenting a group of parents who recently
filed a muhimillion-dollar suit against
COG in New York's Southern District
Court, admits he has had o dig deep into
the law books to build his case. The law-
suit churges, amung other things. an inci-
dent of rape at a former COG colony in
Ellenville. N.Y., the coercive detention of
several of the parents’ kids and. in gen-
eral that COG engages in™“a conspiracy o
frighten. harass, intimidate and damage
children.™

“There 15 no doubl.™ Beck says.
“that vur legal system has a built-in dis-
trust ol psychiatry. It has a lot ofYrouble
with cliims based on psychological as op-
pused to physical coercion. Nevertheless,
enticement. coercion and duress, whether
physical or psychological. have been held
to be actionable in both civil and criminal
contexts repeatedly. In the recent Houston
homosexual murders case, the jury had a
chance o look at a case where a kid
cluimed his part in the murders was a
result of brainwashing by somebody else.
The jury didn’t buy it. But there was a case
in New York a while back where a aircus
wus held liable for luring away a sixteen-
year-old.”

Regardless, politically  sensitive
government agencies have been scared off
from investigating COG or moving
against them legally. largely because the
American Civil Liberties Union has ar-
gued effectively on COG's behalf against
the extreme measures of people like Ted
Patrick (Patrick was recently convicted of
kidnapping in Denver). As of this writing.
only New York Siate has conducted any
sort of thorough investigation into COG.
While the linal report will not be released
unul later this fall. an interim report was
issucd, finding. among other things: 1)
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that the puipese o COG propagandas o
ghenate o new dowiple from tanuly,
schoul. church and society: 2) that COG
condones premarital sex: 3) that new
members must sign awer all possessions
and money toa COG: 4) that obedience to
Leaders is required, to the point, as some
former COG members testified, “that if
their Leaders were to command to kill,
they would do so unquestioningly™: 5)
that they engage in “deceitful public rela-
tions™; 6) that ex-COG members testified
they were given indoctrination classes that
constitute a “very subtle brainwashing™;
and 7) they are taught 10 “spoil Egypt”
and “rip ofl the system.”

The understatted Bureau ol Char-
ity Frauds, which carried out the investi-
gation under the New York State Attorney
General's Office. has »o far refused w0
release any of the testimony or evidenee it
has gathered. “for rewsons ol contidential-
ity.” The parents who cooperated with the
investigation are now diszusted with what
they consider 0 be ity feeble results and
have started to petition Congress lor de-
finitive hearings on COG.

All of this lepal wrangling must
bring a snuile to the unphotographed face
of Moses David. the elusive founder and
prophet ot the Children of God who, since

nst

. wincos pesatad s reliious organi-
cation and fled 10 an unnamed mountain-
top in Europe. He s unavailable, un-
subpoenable and untouchable. But, like
some kind of tundamentalist. General
Giap. he finds it casier and less risky lo run
his worldwide network of about 300 colo-
nies—they say they have 4.000 1o 5.000
members today and are growing fust-by
sending out his biweekly Mo (for Moses)

“If their Leaders
were to command
to kill,” charges one
ex-child of God,
“they would do so
unquestioningly”
O T i TR e e

letters from seclusion. Like the Viet Cong,
the Children of God struck vnce and, alter
a counterattuck by enraged parents, re-
treated o wait for a4 more opportune mo-
ment. Which, they tell me. is now, jus
betore The End. So woday they are read-
ying a Tet Otlensive of the spirit. The plun
is to work from within. picking ol
society'’s stragglers one by one, snatching
bodies and. just as in the movie, replacing
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them with smiley, dedicacd woldiers of
Jesus, The last haevest is at hand. The big
bumper crop of lost souls is ripe for reap-
ing.

Litnessing fac the Lord

“Thank you. Lord, Good morn-
ing," intones an “undershepherd” named
Napthali, leading the morning devotions
at a colony of the Children of God. a white
clapboard house hidden in a wooded area
of Staten Island. It used to be a hunting
lodge. but now the owner, an [talian real-
estate mun who believes in Jesus, has
turned it over 10 the Children of God rent
free. The “teams™ are about 10 1ake off 1o
the city to “litness,” which means witness-
ing by handing out Mu's literature.,

On the surlace. there is nothing
particularly heavy about these kids. Con-
trary to the shightly paranoid warnings of
FREECOG parents. there are no drugs in
the tea, no frightening “isalution cham-
bers™ where kids are reduced to mumbling
vegetables, no intimidating auempts to
furce on-the-spot tonversions. And yet,
there is sull something scary ubout the
proup: maybe it's the way the house is cut
all from the rest of New York City by un
improabuble woods: the way they have
hundreds ol pins porcupined over a global
map, representing their worldwide net-
waork of colonies: the month's supply of
DT T ol o L
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A COG prayer circle: many thanks lo Jesus, many pleas for
miracles, much squeezing of hands.

overnight cosuision,

*1 couldn’t understand why there
was no love in the world,”™ Freedom tells
me. 1 had this thing about you would try
to love people and it just wouldn't work
out. You just got more lost. nobody wuants
to give anything, everybody's tuking.”

Yes. and the drugs. and the psyvchi-
atrist, and the heavy movie. the handtul of
pills, the suicidal moment—when, sud-

- denly. comes the voice of God. saying:
“Put them away and omorrow when you
witke up evervthing will be line. vou will

<3 find what you're looking for.” And then,

AT, T T oo G L SR of course, the next day's encounter with a

-,-,,;u . - beautiful. carefree angel from the Chil-

dren of God: “lt was a Suaday morming
and she was walking up the street, and she

drv goods thev have stackhed up in the
bus¢ment. But mostly what is scary is the
way these seemingly normal American
kids shelter powerful fears und suspicions
ol supposed “enemies and devils.” of the
Unknown, percolating just beneath their
cheery facades.

All 20 members of the commune
hold hands in a circle.everybody smiling—
you gotta be happy with Jesus.

*“You guys all want to get out early
today?"Napthali shouts,

Voices: "Yeah! We need to!™

Napthali: “There’s u lot of hungry
people out there!”

Voices: *Yeah! Thank you, Jesus!™

Napthali:" Sp Lord, really help us
to be bright. alive and peppy this monying.
Really helpus to fulfill. Lord God. Yuou've
given it into our hands to feed your sheep,
Lord. and we said if we love you, Lord
God. we'll feed your sheep.™

Voices: "Thank you, Jesus. Praise
God!™

Belte: “Just be with us out there,
Father God (Amen!). help us Lord 1o die
today, Father God. to really pet out there
and 1o just get us so llipped out on your
love and just love the people, Lord God
tHullelujah! Thank you. Lord?). Jee-e-sus,
Lord God. just help us to be huppy news-
boys for thy kingdom. Father God
(Amen!). Lord.do miracles, we pray Fa-
ther ‘God. in Jesus' rume (Thank you.
Jesus! Hallelujah! Praise God! Tongues).”

At l4th Street and 4th Avenue.
Union Square, Manhauan, Napthali and
Freedom, recently married. he from
Michigan City, Ind., and she from Water-
town. Mass., ask me o hold hands with
them around a concrete waste container
while they prav to God as to which street
corner will be the most Truitful.

In a moment they are on a corner.
getting out “the it w: young Puerto Ri-
can kids in platforms and spangled T-
shirts, retired Jews with time 1o kil a
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= had long hair and it was flowing in the
couple of Arabs, old women with shop-  breeze and she really looked free, she
ping baps, hippiesin VW vans stoppedata really looked happy, her fuce looked dif-
ligh. & Long Istand couple in an air-  ferent,” And then: 1 prayed and asked
conditioned car. And surprisingly, the  Jesus into my heart and he just changed
people reach into their pockets or ono my whole life that day.”
their dashboards, and quarters and dimes, Thut's how it happens. Bingo. and
sometimes even dollars, start 10 come  you'rein. Bingo, and then you're back out
forth, Nobudy seems to care what the  on the street, “getting out the lit,”" Free-
literature is. just give the kids o yuarter dom has stopped the archetvpal New
and get rid of them. God provides. Partic- Yorker, the good-natured guy from
ularly through the blacks: particulurly  Queens. maybe 55 or 60, with a grease spot
through the poor or hardworking: partic-  on his shirt.
ularly through the teenagers. But your Freedom: “If you ask Him into
average godless late-20s hippy or young  your heart, He can place the Kingdom of
professional won't touch the sl Just  God in your heart and teach you how to

another street hustle=like the Rev, Sun  love.”
Myung Moon folks down the street with Guy: “Those are very nice words
their neat cardboard tables, or the Social-  but. . ."

Freedom: “It's true. though. 1 tried
it and it works. All you gotta do is ask.
God will supply all your needs for ya."

Guy: “God wouldn't supply my
necds. God doesn’t have that much.”

Freedom: “He luvs ya!™

Guy: “Aw c'mon. C'mon! Listen, |
hiad a prayer book in my hands for years
and it didn’t do me any good, The harder |
praved. the worse my luck. You figure it

ist Workers Party girls with their petitions,
or the Seventh-Day Adventists, or the Na-
tonal Labor Caucus crazies.

Alter a couple of hours on the
street, 400 letters out and $40 10, we takea
lunch break at Tad's Steak House. And |
listen to the inevitable testimonial =the
bleuk and empty former hie, the drugs
and aleohols the non-caring, status-seck-
ing. moneyv-hungry parents. and then, the
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Apocalyplic skits are leature presentations at the COG discotheques.




+  Freedom: “He just wants you o

‘receive it You have to beconie like a litle

- ¢child to receive God, you gotta be a baby
o receive love, you know.™ -

" Guy: “To receive love? After years
of praying with all my heurt-und soul, He
didn't want to help me. That proves He
duesn’t love me. He hates me!”

I
Of Fornication and False Prophets

Back at the colony a young Jewish
kid from Brooklyn named Duna knocks at
the locked doors. Only a month has gone
by since Dana asked Jesus into.his heart
and started dropping in with “the Ganily”™
on weekends to take Bible Jessons, He has
been on the brink of joining, forsaking ev-
erything—his clothes, his stereo, his plan w
co 1o business school this fall, his rabbi, his
parents, He has found a certain peace. He
hassaid. *Yes, Jesus, I'm yours.” and it has
made him happy.

But today, everything is dilferent.
Duna is troubled. He sits nervously un the
edge of the sofa, looking no one in the eye.
Today. Dana has come on a mission: to
denounce Mases David as a tulse prophet.
Mo has this thing about sex and it doesn’t
sit quite right with Dana. Fe thought he
had put all that behind him-dark un-
pulses, masturbation. puilt, feeling his
blood pound at the sight of bulging nip-
ples under pgirls' T-shirts. He thought
heeping his mind on Jesus might spare
him those bewildering urges. He'd asked
Jesus o save him, risked his parentsavrath.
his rabbi’s scorn. He was trying to cope, on
his own. But now. it turns out, this puy
Mases Duvid is actually tomenting sex!
This guy Mo is saving 10 women, “C'mon
Ma, burn your bra!"™

In the last week. Dana has made o
new friend. Richard, a leader in a Pente-
costal sect. And Richard. who eyes the
Children of God like the Jewish Detense
Leapue eyes the Soviet Embassy., has sug-
gested to Dana that Mo comes onanas tul
lot hike the devil hamsedf For the past
weeh Duna hasn'tslept. He has been gomg
over pasages in the Bible. notng Jown
chapter and verse. stocking up on ammu-
nition for the buttle.

“Have you read any of these let-
ters?” Dana asks me afler we are intro-
duced. "Like Revolutionary Sex. Moun-
tain Maid. Its dealing really heavy with
sex. It seems 1o me this Moses David has g
sex hang-up.”

There are only a few colony mem-
bers on hand and they busy themselves
cleaning up the paper plates from a Lite
brunch, looking natural, like notiing’s
happening. and mostly pretending the
heretic siting on their couch 1s not there,

Duna continues, loudly. “And the
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" Bables definitely agmnst it The Bible says

you shouldn’t tormcate. In Mathew it
says: “But Dsay unto you that whasoever
shall put away his wile, saving for fornica-
tion, causeth her 1w commit adultery: and
whaosoever shall marry her that is divoreed
committeth aduliery.™

No one responds.

“fask then.” Dana queriesthe near-
empty room, “what does this mean?”

One member exits quickly upstairs
to warn Leviticus, the colony shepherd.

“Moses David,™ Dana goes on, also
seems o condone premuarnital sex and les-
bianism—he detinitely does not condemn
it, I'm saying, as [ loved you. | have come
to talk 1o you, one 10 one, and show you
how your teachings are so wrong, how
you're devoting your lite to Jesus and how
Muaoses David is a fulye prophet and there's
no doubt about that.”

Dana is accompanicd out the door.
He had tangled with the devil and while

ERIES S0 St et e e et
“We have a sexy
God,” says COG
prophet Moses
David, “and a sexy
religion, and a very
sexy leader. If you
don’t like sex, you
better get out while

you can”’
T e i S T NS 0 P S N T e,

he didn’t come out clearly on top. he
dida’t come out an the battom either, But
he had touched upon a sticky question for
these Children of God on Staten Island.
Like Dana, betore 1 went out there tor
wueekend stay. 1 had read Mo's “sex let-
ters” -wherein he extolls the femade breast
as God's most beautful ereation, wherein
he says sex s good, just whit God had in
mind for us, wherein he exhorts lis tal
lowers W be “hookers for Jesus,™ wherein
he savs in s many words that fucking s
like receiving Jesus, Naturally, [ expected
a lot ol sexy people—maybe even an oray.
That’s how it might be in the upper ech-
clons. with Mo and his immediate court.
But on Staten bland [ found only a group
ol sweet, bubbly. unsexy, repressed ado-
lescents who sleep in boys™ and girls” dor-
mitory rooms ("1 puess T owas always a
wallllower.™ ane girl wld me). Ouly the
married couples, all o them leaders, sleep
upstairs in separate rooms and have any
appartunity to set iton. But the “habes.”
the new disciples who torm the majority,

13/

lead a puritamical existence. mostly work,
and have very little free time tor petting to
know cuch other, much less have sex.

“Il you think there’s something
wrong with sex.” a colony member. read-
ing from a Mo letter, sermonizes. “that
youshould be ashamed of your body., then
there’s something wrong with God. . . .
We have a sexy God. and u sexy religion,
and a very sexy leader with an ¢xtremely
sexy young following, So. il you don't like
sex, you better get out while you can.”

The Story of Mo

As it turns out, Mo, if not really a
sexy leader, has heen at least very much
into sex. About 535 todav, Moses David
Berg, the son  of o evangelists,
started his own “soul winning munistey™
buack in the 1950s. A slight. durk man with
a weak heart and drawhng voice. Berg
moved lrom city w cty. from Miami to
Louisville to Houston, witnessing to
whomever he could find 10 listen. God
provided for his prophet David Berg by
lending him the 2o0d services of people
like Mary Glassford. Sometimes these
people gave David Berg tood and lodyging,
sometimes it was a trailer for truns-
portation, sometimes 11 was just money—
but in Mary Glussford’s case. it was more
than money. She lent David Berg her own
daughter Sarah. To Mary Glassford, Da-
vid Berg seemed an upstanding man with
a pood wite, June, and four fine young
children— Paul. Jonathan, Linda and
Fauth. Traveling with the Bergs would be a
good missionary upbringing for her
Jaughter,

Ducing the “30s and early "60s. Da-
vid Berg proved o be very small-time.
Certainly no Oral Roberts or Billy Gra-
ham. And it troubled him nughtily. 1IfGod
had annointed him as his prophet, why
hadn’this hanvest o souls been greater? In
the mid-"6Us, however, he tound an angle:
youth, the demigods of the decade. Berg
set up shop an Huntington Beach, Calif.,
called his 2roup Teens tor Chrst and
sturted working the campuses. His Kids
wereenthusuiste, young Chrstian people.
They came on like Pat Boone.

As the mood of the '60s turned
sour, more radical, Berg keptin tune. Pat
Boone's days were over. Jerry Rubin was
in. Berg started to encourage militant
acts—like having his son Paul (an unpre-
dictable. somber kid who was Killed last
year in a mysterious mouatain-climbing
accident in Switzerlund) throw “Waurning
Tracts™ over the loor of Congress. Berg
picked up on the paliticul rhetoric of the
*60s. giving it a fundamentalist twist, und
sturted o preach strongly  against the
churches and the buildings and the svstem
and America. He told his small following
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| . A sampling of Mo’s sex letters
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to go where the hippies 2o, mto the streets
and parks. They encountered children,
some only five years old, and chanted
things at them hike. “hate the system, hate
the church, damn the system. damn the
church.”™ Bergs Kids encouraged other
teenagens o avoid the draft rip ofl the sys-
tem. “spoil Epypt.”

Sull, it didn't seem to catch on. In
1967 they traveled up to the Expoin Mon-
treal where they were given free tickets 1o
sing songs inside. Bul. at one point. Berg
couldn’t abide the indifference any longer
and grabbed the microphone. As Mary
Glassford tells it. he “started blasting
America. blasting Canada, blasting the
system. and. of course. the authorities just
cut him off and put him out right away.™

The Montreal trip was a turning
point for Berg., Embittered and 'rustrated.
he added another twist 10 his teachings—
sex. And. according to the trunseription of
atape-recorded statement by Mury Gliss-
tard's daughter Saruh, whom Berg mar-
ried =il 1o his son Paul ut the age of 15,

Berg pructived what he preached. (Saralv's
statement wias given o Aaron b Klein, a
New York attorney who in the past repre-
sented several FREECOG purents.)
Sarah: 7 David. at imes, would (ry
lo get away with things with

his own
daughters, and he tried itwith me when |
was adinde girl, but | owas oo young o
And |
guess this alwayy made me alraid (o be. |

really hnow what was pomne on.
B

L_mya s Col. Qaddati, whom Moses
David Berg praised as a “'‘revolutionary
leader,"" entertains two of
Berg's children, Jonathan and Failh.
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Tits ke Bers wan ke bearts thander

Hewwes wnd svados webvne ¢r 1 male erd

Vina're such cute lutle

fishey, 50 pretiy i You roll thase bia

eyes at them and you peck them unth that
pretty hittle movth and you Tt all around
them !=You weap your jiretly iy urgund
thein and you widile your hittle tal
betureen their legs!

They like it, und then they

whase vour, und you lure them

tuabt it my net and they dom't

even see i1 They don't bnme Vm sitting
there om the shove and 1 bave hoeld of your
Iime, und 1he minute they bite 3 bl "em
it So ety They can't resint yo ) Oiitle
Spuirdele Fushve The sum shimng down

i fkee Gl and Has Gve T dgiives you an
extrattew b ' —=You reflect b and

sparkle!
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“  HOOKER FOR JESUS! 4

wis alwiys (fiehtened 0 be alone with
ham. .. AL Lmes, David Berg, three or
four years beture my feens, he (ned o
have intercourse, Or course, | jumped up
and ran. and things like this . Hed
never push it very fur because 1 guess he
was alrad U'd squeal. But once or twice he
did muake the attempt.”

Q: How far?”

Sarah: o the point where he ad
his pants down.”

Q: "Did he expose himsell

you?"

Sarah: "*Yes, butit was in the dark,
And alter | had married Paul there were
several times when he tried 10 gel me—
he'd ask me—to go (o bed with him, He
said if I'd have his son'’s children. why
vouldn't | have his.”

Q: “Where did this take place?™

Sarah: “All oser the country, any-
where we were alter Paul and [ were mar-
ried. Many. muny times he told me that
aubady would know the ditference il it
was his or Paul’s.”
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Guttng out e =and tiking in mithons of doliars in unt iatde spare crange

Q: "What was sour respanse!™

Sarah: “One ume 1 slapped his
face. The other times | would wigle away
from him and just get out, Just try 1o stay
awav from him as much as | could. But
there were many times when he sind it
would be just our hitile seeret.™

Q “You never told this © vour
husband Paul?"

Sarah: “No, b had enough trouble
with him as it was, He wauldn't have be-
lieved me anvway Anvthing Pd el ham
that wis on o shaded side of ans thing tha
had happened. he would say 1 was Iving
and he would beat the hving davlizhts out
of me&u o™

After the Expo. David Berg
changed the pame of his band 1o Revolu-
tionaries for Jesus and led them on a
three-year trveling crusade around the
U.S.. ending up in 1970 on a dirt farm in
Texas owned by a tormer associate of his,
a nmfinor league California  evangelist
named Fred Jordan, The two evangelists,
according to an associate ot theirs. struck a
deal: Berg would lend some ot his Kids,
portraving themselves as saved drug
freaks. to Jordan’s television show n
southern Calitormia: and Jordan would
sponsar Bergs zroup under his organiza-
tion. let them stas on his lind in Texas and
give Berg a certain sum of money.,

The agreement proved prolitable
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For both men. Berg's group, which set up  and promising the second cominz of the

headguarters an Jardun’s Texas Soul
Clinicon the farm soonstarted o open up
new colonies inother cites around the
country. They attracted headlines wher-
ever they went and the media dubhed
them the Chuldren o God. Berg [!lll'll:.'.'hl
the name had a predeterimined ring to it
and it stuek. Their peak in popularity
came soon alter NBC ran o prime-time
Fiese Tuesday takeout on COG e 19740,
prasig them Tor tarmmge hds ofl drowes
and onto Jesus.

Despiie the zood  pubhicity for
COG, Jordan ended up making most of
the money, The dranuitic television testi-
muonials by Berg™s hids brought in sizable
contrihutions W Jordan's program. Berg
wanted a larger cut Flaving made a fuule
attempt ta set up s world headguarters in
Isracl—he was thrown out immediately -
Berg wrote Jordan, avcording o their -
sociate, that “he wanted 1o return and go
on nationwide and worldwide television
. weliminate Fred Jocdan's wife and all
others, and split the take down the
middle.”

Jordan balked Gt Berg's proposal.
Moreover, by ume. 1970-71, the
media coverage of COG urned against
then, Therr agreement was dissolved and
Berg lad out i Lurope., “retnng from ac-
tive service”™ because ol heart problems

this

Children of God. Which, he said just be-
fore Kohoutek. is Rizht Now, 19741975,
And sa. the Children of God ure on the
move again, Thevive opened up disco-
theques in Houston, Toronto, London and
Paris—just for starters, Their rock group.
led by furmer Fleetwood Mae singer
Jeremy Spencer, has cut a record  Jeremy
Spencer and the Cluldren. Quiside the
US. COG clavms 1o hanve betriended the
Likes ot the president af Costa Rica and his
wite and Libva's Col Quddatic And they
sav they aee taking Lurope by storm. pio-
neenng new colomes evers day.

For the moment. however. “getting
out the hit™ seems o be the Children of
God's principal actsvaity and  linancial
muinstay. Litnessing team members have
quotas o meet cach week - 2000 letters at
an average ol 10 cents cach—and spend at
least an hour cach might adding up therr
“stats™: how many letiers they get oul,
how much money thev take in (every
penny must be accounted tor down t sub-
way fure), how nmans new converts and ~o
on, If they reach their quota or do better
than the others. they are histed as “shiners™
and get their name and stats published in
an intereolony gazette. [0 they fall below
the quota, they are to tecl ushamed. “con-
victed by God™ for the poor showing,

The money. they are told. 1s essen-
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= gial fu¥ the mantenance ol their needs and
pnr\n.ul.lrly the needs of the colonies

’J abroad. At present. the Children of God

print Mo letters in just about every lan-
guage and distribute thenw om street cor-
ners around the world. Contrary to the
common assumption of most FREECOG
parents, COG derives most of its money
from litnessing and not from kids who for-
sake their few possessions.

To be sure. there are cases of large

‘individual contributions. such as an lal-

ian count whao deeded over his vineyard

'just outside of Florence. ltaly. There are

some parents who, either out of genuine
charity or a kind of blackmail by their
kids, send money to COG. But when you
add up the take from lunessing, you real-
ize i's more than enough to support in
style the most corrupt ol false prophets.
On an average, from what I saw, cach
member gets out his or her quota of 2,000
pieces of literature a weeh atan average off
10 cents each. That's about 5200 a4 week—
more than a lot of Kids their age carn as
mechanics or secretaries or ¢ven reporters,
The Staten Island colony. vue of the most
profitable for litnessing. gets oul up 1o
40.000 Mo letters a week. taking in abaut
$4.000. That adds up to $200.000 a year.
To be conservative. about halt’ that poes
for printing costs and colony support, such
as food and clothing. The other half, or
$100.000. zoes- abroad. where the Jead-
ership decides how to spend it [T all of the
300 colonies around the world did as well
as the one on Staten Istand. that woyld
mean the total take going abroad into cen-
tral headquarters would amount to about
$30 million annually. A more realistic ap-
praisal, however, would put the European
headyguarters’ net take at abour half that,
or $15 million a year,

That's a lot of untaxable spare
change. And only God—and may be Moses
David—knows where it all goes,

After my weekend on Staten Is-
land. Belte and Lena, a young French Ca-
nadian girl from a small rural village in
Onuario. spend a week at my apartment.
They get up at 8:00 each morning o litness
and come back around 9:00 in the cve-
ning. They have good days and then. like
anyone else, 1hn.\ have bad days. They
both ¢at well. drink some wine. play gui-
tam, talk Jesus, add up their stats for the
day. When we question them too hard.
Lena retreats into her room to read the
Bible. One night Lena shows us some pic-
tures of her family, but then the next day
she comes back to tell us it was a bad idea
to do that. All day she has not been able 1o
stop thinking about her family. and such
thoughts are obviously the work of the
devil. Nevertheless, it is clear on some

nights, when they retun e, n
their long hours and thousand apye s
to indifferent New Yorkers, that what they
do is not oo much fun. In fact. the more
they laugh at “systenutes and their nine-
to-five jobs.” the more their strict nine-to-
nine litnessing secems patently absurd.

“God puts us through tests some-
times.” Belte explains.evincing a strained
cheerfulness. “We'll go through maybe a
half hour without getting out one picce of
literature. Then I pray to God and ask
Him why, if we're doing His work. He
won't make people listen. God could just
zap everyone if He wanted to. just save ev-
erybody all at once. But He wanis 1o test
us. So Lask Him to doa miracle, And then,
bing. bing, bing. all of & sudden | hit ten
people in a row. God always does that,”

What happens. | ask Bele, i the
world doesn’t end tomaorrow or next year?
“Oh, it's going to happen.™ he says. Iy
gotta happen. There've been o many
signs,”

And Mo apparently hisn’t missed a
The second nation of Israel. as
prophesied. has been created - 1948, right?
And many world leaders have fallen—de
Gaulle. Brandt, Meir. Ho Chi Minh and
now. finally, Nixon. Right in the middle of
August. just as Mo said. Kohoutek, right?
A blazing comet would come to warn us.
Earthquakes—there have been more in the

une.

List 20 years than in the rest ol ime com-
hined. The collapse of the economy, right?
The stock market has dropped below 700.
Drought. Famine. Revolutions and reae-
tionary coups.

~ Just around the corner. as Bele
tells it=he’s not saving tomorrow,although
it could be wmorrow—in the next few
years.God's final judgment. his wrath. his
seven angels with seven plagues. will be
visited down upon us. The ball game will
be over and Belte's here 1o tell us there
won't be another one:

*Sull” 1 press Belte again,"how long
can you go on doing this? What if you be-
come 35 and the world's just going along
in its same bumbling way?"”

Belte obviously does not like 1o
think about this question. His face, al-
ready drawn from a hard day, takes on a
tiredness beyond his 20 or 22 years. He
looks. for a moment.as if he were already
35. He has committed the Little he had in
the way of passessions and all he hasin the
way of energy. which seems boundless,
But when a gambler puts his last chips
down on odd at the roulette table and pon-
ders the possibility of even, it ciun be a so-
bering moment.

“Well”™ he answers quietly,
I'd have to say we were wrong.”

He smiles quizzically at me.
i's going to happen all right.” @

“then

“But

L

Armageddon before the storm: two COG members on their way to work
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The Deceptions of the
*~ Children of God

EDWARD E. ERICSON, JR., and PAUL MacPHERSON

he Children of God continue to attain notoriety for

“their unconventional practices. Recently the media
have ‘carried stories about cfforts of opponents of COG
to help members leave the group. Opponents scc the
sect 35 diabolically evil; COG mcmkbers sce themselves
as the only remnant faith®st to Jesus Christ in these evil
end times, and they have supporters outside the group.

What is the truth about COG? How can observers
come to such diametrically opposite views of the sub-
ject? The cxplanation, we believe, lies in the fact that
COG leaders speak out of both sides of their mouths; one
of their statements will contradict another. This is not
hecause it is imponssible to coordinate all statements
cutanatiug liwii @ group scaticred arcund the werld.
Rather, it is because the Children of God deliberately
set out 10 deccive outsiders about their true nature. We
ourselves have been recipients of what COG calls the
“Selah treatment™: sweet-talk given to visiters ta COG
colonics in an eJort to convince them that the organiza-
ticn is harmless.

Recently a number of “Mo Letters"—missives writ-
ten by COG’s unchallenged ruler, David Berg (alias
Moscs), 1o members of the group—have come into our
possession.. A comparison of what Mo tells his followers
in these cpistles with what he and they say to outsiders
makes perfectly clear COG's cfforts to deceive. This
article is devoted to documenting these deceptions,

Recently COG sent out to its mailing list an intrigning
“Open Letter to Our Friends™ writien by Berg. e admits
the pressing need for outside support. He also concedes

Edward E. Ericson, Jr., has been at Hoover Institution
in Stanford, California, this year as a national felfow,
In the fall he will be dean of acadcmic aftairs at
Northwesteirn College, Orance City, lovei. He hay the
Ph.D. jrom the University of Arhansas and is co-
authar of “The Jesux People.”” Pad Macl'licrvoii iy an
assocrate prafessor in the School of Agricedneal Feo-
nomics, University of Guelph, Ontaio. He has a may-
ter's degree from the University of Western Omario.
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that some statements emanating from COG have dis-
couraged such vital support. However, he excuses him-
self by attributing the offending statemient 1o his sub-
ordinates—the first crack in the solid front presented by
COG leadership to the outside world. Declaring that
Christians do not have to agree totally on all minor
doctrines to work together, he asserts his “personal
policy” of “tolerance and broadmindedness™ and blames
any misunderstanding on remarks by “sincerely zealous,
but sometimes sadly unwise, lesser leaders.” He then
procecds to deny certain teachings ascribed to him.
Unfortunately, other writings of his contradict his
denials. For instance, Berg categorically denics the
“flagrantly defiant and erroncous slogan with wnicn 1
have never had anything to do whatsoever,” namely,
“My family, my family—right or wrong, my family!"
What Berg actually said, in his Mo Letter “There Are
No Neutrals" was, “You're either for us or you're against
us . . . ‘My country, my country, right or wrong, my
country.'” Is there a substantive difference beiween
these statements, onc of which Berg made and ths other
of which he denies? Or did Berg jusi*forget what he had
said carlicr? (If so, he docs not rcad his “"Mo Letters”
as religiously as do his followers, whom he tclls to read
the same way they read the Bible.) Or is he consciously
trying to deceive? Or is there some other alternative?
Berg also asserts that he is “diametrically opposed to
the dangerous, crroncous and false tcaching . . . of
which I myself have often been very falsely sccused™ and
which he ascribes to *an incorrigible tew" of his. sub-
ordinates “who have disregarded many reproofs,”
namely, “That it's alright [sic] to lie, cheat, steal, and
perhaps even commit violence in the name of Josus
as long as it's good for the cause.” He declares that he
never taught this and that it can be found “in absclutely
no Mo letter in existence,” and he challenges followers
o prove in wriing that 1 have ever indicated such o
thing. . . .7 Boe professes shock that some COGs said
on a mationat elecast in Canada “that they wors <o
loyal to Moses and so obedient that even if he told taem
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v kill their parents, they wauld do so!™ He declares, “1
v never even supgested such unguestionmg, blind and
arhicit’ ebadience!™ e

First, it is strange thai followers in o sieidly authori-
nan sect would -so flagrantly mistepresent the aan
hom they revere as Ged's anpinted prophet for the
ot days and on whose word they have given up every-
ing. Sccond, numbers of COGs and ¢x-COGs have
‘iterated what was said on the Cinadian telecast about
tal obedience to Berg, even to the point of killing on
ymmand. One ¢x-COG testificd on NBC's “Chronolog™
regram in the summer of 1972: -

I was taught in the Children of God 1 would have (o
commit adultery, theft, and murder during the last
seven years of the world because of the fact that we
would be under cover, and there would be things like
this that would have to be done in order to sustiain
our group.

unicrous newspapers have rcported COG members
cre asked if they would kill (their parcnts or national
aders, for example) if their elder ordered them to do
y. Invariably the answer was yes. It is clear that an
firmative answer to this presumably hypothetical ques-
on was expected if they wanted to retain their good
znding.

And while Berg claims thai nuthing in the “Mo
etters™ supports the tcaching of such implicit obedience,
2 hard evidence ‘indicates otherwise. The “Revolu-
anary Contract,” which all new members must sign,
:clares that “instant obedience is imperative.” It clab-
rates: “You must obey: implicitly, qui¢kly and without
JestUL yuur UITILLES b thie Lud, o yua Wwish 10 TERLs
member of this Team. . . ." Elsewhere Berg instructs,
. . obedience is not enough. . . . To ‘submit yourself'
«cans put your whole body, soul and spirit into com-
lete subjection to the spirit of God in your leader.”
est onc might find “the spirit of God in your leader”
1 escape clause for Berg, we cite another statement in
“Mo Letter™:

The Bible talks about obeying your parents in the
Lord (which is your leadership, not your ungodly
fleshly parents). It says obey them in all things, ¢ven
if they are wrong! If a lcader tells you to do some-
thing wrong you are justified before God for obeying
leadership. . . .

ow, which is the more valid reading of these statements
-the members® declaration that they would obey every
rder of their superiors in COG, cven onc to kil', or
erg's argument that he never taught blind, impiicit
oedience? :

In his “Open Letter™ Berg also denies that he “ever
aimed that the final Kingdem of Christ has alicady
rived on carth.” What he did say was, “We agree with
5S¢ of the radical revolutionarics' goals, but their goal
" utopia, they cannot reach, while we have reached it
reedy. . . . We are practicing the enly pute funn of
ymmunism. . . " (" The Rise of tiwe Reactionary Right ).

Nor are Berg's denials in his recent “Open | etter™ the
ly examples of the deception running through COG's
ALY 20, 1973

Berg pives his subordinates

detailed instructions on how to handle
reports, He tells them not to cooperate
with any media that publish

hostile stories, but to promise scoops
to reporters wcho treat them Ilindly.

operation. Berg has instructed his licutenants to say that
he is no longer actively in control of COG. So on
NBC's “Chronclog” program, Berg's son “Hosea™ duti-
fully declared that his father “does not take an active
part in our COG activities.” As if Berg's recent “Open
Letier” were not in itself enough to give the lie to this
announcement, scveral “Mo Letters™ verify his active
leadership. In *General Letter on Various Business,” de-
signed only for overscers to read, Berg gives detailed
instructions 1o leaders in various places; discussions of
moncy predominate. For instance: they are “never to
discuss your finances with outsiders, at least not the
specifics, such as Ben's inheritance. . . ." Berg sends
checks to various leaders, according to this epistle. In it
he also instructs his immediate subordinates whom tu
appoint as overall overscer for the United States. He
scolds those in charge of absorbing Linda Meissner's
Jesus People’s Army of the Paczific Norihwest for mov-
ing too fast and kicking recalcitrant kids off the propenty
before COG hod logal ownorchin of jt, cincs that mava
leit the COG leacers open 1o trespassing ciiarges. He
adds, “1 wonder if you would have been so ready to
run them out of the building, if you'd known this?"
When Berg wrote an emergency letter to send all COGs
home for the holidays in late 1971, he threatened clders
who did not comply with removal from office. All the
members went home.

A flyer designed for outsiders, entitled “What the
Children of God Really Belicve,” says, “Nothing is kept
hidden or secret about their way of life. . . ."" Why, then,
the “Selah treatment™? Also, why the following in Mao's
“Pointers for Leaders™: “Don't tell people more than
you have 10, to accomplish th* necded purpose™?

Berg cevidences a paranoid desire for secrecy concern-
ing his own whereabouts. His “Pointers for Leadens™
warns, “Always protect your leader’s security! (For ex-
ample, don't broad-cast their whercabouts on short-
wave!) Remember—it's a small world. and they're al-
ways out to get the leaders!™ Berg coaches his followers
on how tu diswer prebing gquestions about kis identity:
" "Who is Moses?'—1 can’t really tell you! *lIs ke so-and-
so?'—I really don’t know— He's never really told us, and
even if he had, he woulda't want us to wil. . .. Is fie
really vour feeder?” - Jesus Chluist 1z sy feader'™ {"Pub-
lic Relations™). While elders say they do not know their
leader's identity, COC Y reeently poblishe Dy 2o of the
more innocuous “Mo Letters™ as a book entitled Lettery

[1087]1 15






