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Freeline

8 Fnded,

creating the Zine. You were the ones who gave us the material to work with. We couldn’t have done it without you.
So this is our farewell, a heartfelt goodbye. And do remember to continue to send in anything that would've
classified as Zine material to our address ab zine@wsfamily.com, as there will be future use for it.

This concluding Zine features a signature page from each person presently on the Zine team. The following
pages offer a little insight into how things have worked with the 7ine over the past two years, and will help you get
to know a bit aboub those who have worked on this pub. Also, not to forget Bethy's historical recount of the Zine.

We love you and keep you in our prayers.

CM/FM | Copyright © 2001 by The Family



WHEN THE ZINE
STARTED 56 ISSUES
AGO, NO ONE WOULD
HAVE IMAGINED HOW
DIFFERENT IT WOULD
BE FOUR AND A HALF
YEARS LATER. NOT
ONLY DIFFERENT IN
CONTENT, LOOK AND
DESIGN, BUT THE TEAM
WORKING ON IT AS WELL.
IT’S BEEN A WHILE
_ SINCE  WE'VE
4 WRITTEN ANY=~
’- THING ABOUT THE
il ZINE TEAM, AND AS
\ I SIT HERE REMI~
NISCING ON THE
MANY THINGS
THAT HAVE
CHANGED SINCE
THEN—THE

\Nhut is ulmemeetmn \\W _

- .

' I CAN HARDLY BEL]EVE
® THAT THIS IS THE LAST
ISSUE OF THE ZINE *

OF THE ZINE? WHAT
GOES ON IN THE LIVES
AND MINDS OF THOSE
PUTTING THE ZINE TO~
GETHER? HOW THE ZINE
HAS EVOLVED AND
CHANGED? WHY IS IT
ENDING?

THE HISTORY

WHEN THE ZINE BE~
GAN IN 1996, IT Was A
DECIDEDLY DIFFERENT
MAG THAN IT IS TODAY.
ONE ONLY HAS TO TAKE
A LOOK AT OUR FIRST
ISSUES TO VERIFY THIS
FACT. THE TEAM WAS

AS NEW AS THE
PROJECT. SINCE
MOST OF YOU ARE
FAIRLY FAMILIAR
WITH THE ZINE’S
EARLY HISTORY, P'LL
BREEZE THROUGH IT
QUICKLY. THE ORIGI~

NAL TEAM CONSISTED

OF JASMINE, ToOBY,
KEANA, SHANICE, AND
MYSELF. AFTER THE
FIRST YEAR, TOBY LEFT
AND SPIRO JOINED THE
TEAM. AT THAT TIME
KEANA ALSO BECAME IN-

VOLVED IN OTHER
PROJECTS. THINGS RE~
MAINED STEADY
WITH THAT
TEAM FOR

NEARLY TWO

WAYS WE HAVE

GROWN AND THE
THINGS WE HAVE
LEARNED, I WANT
TO SHARE SOME OF
IT WITH YOU, OUR
READERS.

I STARE AT MY
MONITOR WONDERING
WHERE TO BEGIN.
A RECENT HISTORY

Ffeature. . evolution of the =zine

; Kelth I'd say it’s like a tornado! Once we have g
=7 prayer and start discussion, things start to k }

. move around and ideas surface. The initial

ideas spark other ideas and as we get closer "

. and closer to the idea we want to use we reach
. the center, then BAM, we hit on the idea and
it goes down the cone and hits the mark! We're

all pretty lively and contribute freely so some-
times it can be somewhat turbulent, but the
goal is to come up with the best idea we can
get, so | think we've all learned to “keep cir-
chng till we hit our goal Our meetlngs are

YEARS.

IN EARLY
1999, NOT ONLY
THE ZINVE BUT
WS ALSO UN-
DERWENT SOME
MAJOR CHAN~-
GES. SHANICE
AND SPIRO MOVED

ON; EVYE JOINED

OUR HOME FROM
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Most frustrating instances or things we had to deal with individually or as a team while creating the Ziné

Keith: Well, to properly explain the single most frustrating thing for me, I'll have to go back about a year or so. We had this machine; it was
supposed to be a printer, but it often turned out to be a paper “scruncher.” You'd send it the job and it'd spit out a wrinkled, distorted,
half-printed piece of paper. It was the source of many. discussions, trying to find ways to convert the printer so print jobs would _&&
actually exit in a usable format, one representing the job you had on screen. Okay, so the Zine was zany but you should have :
seen our printer’s version. We pretty much vetoed it every time!
After many long and agonizing hours of cleaning, testing, hanging the printer from various tall objects (not really),
when our knees resembled those of Catholic pilgrims, and our minds that of a Gordian knot, God came through for
us! He zapped the printer and melted it to a smoldering heap of sparking wires and goopy plastic! Oh,
; believe me, we wish! But His ways are higher than ours and in His infinite wisdom (knowing that
such a lightning bolt’s effects would have the “Endangered Printer” people up in arms, or in
trees, or knee deep in some Amazon jungle looking for survivors) He supplied a
new printer! And believe you me, never has a printer received so much love
and appreciation! And whaddaya know, it outputs straight, flat pa-

per! How do they come up with these things?
M Okay, so the above is slightly exaggerated

FC; AND
WITHIN  TWO
MONTHS EVYE AND
MYSELF (ALONG WITH
SOME OTHERS) MOVED TO A
DIFFERENT WS UNIT. THIS MEANT
WE WERE SEPARATED FROM
JASMINE WHO WORKED ON THE ZINE
TEXT. THIS WAS THE BEGINNING OF A
WHOLE NEW ERA FOR THE ZINE.
WHEN EVYE AND ] ARRIVED AT OUR NEW
HOME, WE HAD A LOT OF QUESTIONS REGARDING
THE FUTURE OF THE ZINE AND HOW WE WERE TO
CONTINUE OPERATING. ALL THAT REMAINED OF OUR TEAM
wAS EYVE AND MYSELF, AND EYVE WAS A VERY NEW
ADDITION AT THAT. JASMINE CONTINUED TO HELP US WITH
THE TEXT FROM A DISTANCE FOR ANOTHER SIX MONTHS
OR SO, AND WE CERTAINLY COULDN’T HAVE DONE IT
WITHOUT HER HELP. GOD BLESS HER.
IT WAS AT THIS TIME THAT WE RECEIVED SOME
VERY HELPFUL COUNSEL FROM MaMA AND PETER RE~
GARDING THE ZIVE, ALONG WITH SUGGESTIONS OF
HOW WE COULD CONTINUE THE OUTPUT OF THE
ZINE WITH SUCH A SCALED-BACK TEAM.
THE VISION WAS FOR THE ZI/NVE TO BE
MUCH MORE OF A TEAMWORK EFFORT. RATHER
THAN HAVING A SMALL TEAM OF PEOPLE
WORKING ON THE Z/VF FULL TIME, WE'D
SHARE THE LOAD WITH A NUMBER OF
PEOPLE WHO WOULD CONTRIBUTE SOME~
THING MONTHLY TOWARD THE ZIVE. AT
THE TIME, EVYE AND 1 WERE THE ONLY
ONES WHO WORKED ON THE ZIVE FULL
TIME. OUR Z/NVE MEETINGS IN WHICH WE
DISCUSSED CONTENT IDEAS, LAYOUT AND
DESIGN WERE EXPANDED TO INCLUDE
vhich | PEOPLE WHO HADN'T EVER DONE LAYOUT, |
& ES?heeshe?;gs\fﬁ: ;'  BUT WERE CREATIVE THINKERS AND COULD
i sary ques- T:F'  HELP TO SHOULDER THE BURDEN OF COM-
gz tionstoasky & NG yUP WITH SOME OF THE ZANY IDEAS AND ’

*the Lord,
4= and then - LAYOUT CONCEPTS. THE LAYOUT LOAD WAS

(though not much), but to set the Printer Pres-
ervation Society at ease, no printers
were harmed in the making
of the Zine.

about Zine meetings ... e?@ &
informal! We always start fjf, Tk
in prayer and calmness, but no (2
one remembers to raise their hand
! after that, and we all just talk!
. iz Chandra and Beth usually spend
! some time getting Piper and &

Lance to quiet down, and quit &=

i, . cracking jokes. They are great

&
e

i comedians (especially when £
& they get together) and can get &
£ us VERY sidetracked. We &8s
#== do get down to business, &8
@though, and hash out g&¢
inmi cover ideas and try to
= narrow it down to one or
@3 two points that we all &
agree on and can then &%
£ pray about, though &85
%- it's usually not just
B one or two ques- £
: tions. Then we try
#3 to figure out who Sags
= gets  which 24

B 8 ALSO SPREAD OUT BETWEEN SEVERAL LAY~

o (@&  OUT PEOPLE (SOME IN DIFFERENT UNITS), EACH

nec OF WHOM WOULD CONTRIBUTE TWO OR THREE

= PAGES PER ISSUE.

E; {: i 14 THIS IS HOW THE ZIVE WAS ABLE TO CONTINUE FOR THE

FOLLOWING SIX MONTHS. IT WAS AN ALL~HANDS-ON~DECK SITUA~
TION. THERE WAS A NEED TO BE FILLED AND WE DIDN'T HAVE THE
PERSONNEL IN WS AVAILABLE TO DO IT FULL TIME, SO EVERYONE WHO WAS
ABLE STARTED PITCHING IN, IN ORDER TO KEEP THE ZIVE ALIVE AND KICKING. WHILE
© THESE FOLKS WERE PREDOMINANTLY SGAS, THE OCCASIONAL FGA WOULD CONTRIBUTE A
&  LAYOUT PAGE OR TWO AS WELL.
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LANCE AND KEITH WERE TWO PEOPLE WHO
STARTED HELPING US WITH LAYOUT AT THAT
TIME, AND HAVE CONTINUED ON WITH ZINE

LAYOUT SINCE THEN. LANCE HAD NEVER DONE-

LAYOUT BEFORE THEN, AND HE WOULD AGREE
WITH ME THAT NO ONE CONSIDERED HIM TO

BE A CREATIVE, LAYOUT PERSON. AT THE TIME, _

HE SPECIALIZED MORE IN PROGRAMMING; BUT
THERE WAS A NEED AND HE TOOK UP THE
CHALLENGE. GOD BLESS. HIM FOR HIS
YIELDEDNESS AND WILLINGNESS TO. STEP IN
WHEREVER THE NEED WAS; HE HAS BEEN AN
INTEGRAL PART OF OUR LAYOUT DEPARTMENT
EVER SINCE.

IT was A SIMILAR STORY WITH EYVE. WHEN
SHANICE LEFT, WE DESPERATELY NEEDED AN
ARTIST TO FILL HER SHOES. EYVE HAD BEEN
AT FC FOR A YEAR, BUT WAS WORKING ON
TEXT EDITING, NOT ART. SHE HAD DONE SOME
RUDIMENTARY ART IN A KIDS’ MAG. SHE DIDN'T
CONSIDER HERSELF AN ARTIST. WE HAD A HUGE
NEED FOR AN ARTIST, AND GOD BLESS HER,
WHEN THE NEED WAS PUT TO HER, SHE AC-~
CEPTED, ALTHOUGH SHE TRIED HER BEST TO
EXPLAIN TO EVERYONE THAT SHE DIDN’'T FEEL
ART WAS HER NUMBER ONE GIFT. WE EN-
COURAGED HER THAT EVEN IF SHE DIDN'T KNOW
ALL THAT MUCH ABOUT ART, IF SHE WAS
YIELDED, WILLING AND DESPERATE, THE LORD
COULD TAKE HER SMALL TALENT AND IMPROVE
IT, ESPECIALLY WHEN SHE’D BE GETTING DAILY
PRACTICE, HA. THAT HAS MOST DEFINITELY
BEEN THE CASE WITH DEAR EYVE; SHE IS NOW,
IN MY OPINION, A TOP-QUALITY ARTIST.

Ffeature. . evolution of the =Zins
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(Jesus speaking:) Whenever I call someone to do
a job for Me, even if they don’t think it is a personal
| gift or talent, | know what I gifted them with, | know

even what they do not know. So though for them it
may seem that out of the blue tiey suddeanly,
by a flash of lightning realized a new ministry,
or whatever the case may be, the truth is that
oftentimes it’s an undeveloped and even |
undiscovered talent that is waiting to be |
awakened.
It is not impossible for Me to perform a

k.lr-f'-...ﬂe.v.'-*-r-m,--n

complete miracle and gift someone with a
talent that they never had before simply

T T

%, |because the need arises, but for the
most part | use groundwork, the
undeveloped and bring it to life. |
don’t always do the instantaneous
miracles because | want My children
to put forth the effort themselves,
to try and learn. Life is a learning
process; this is true in every way,
whether it’s through developing
o talents or enhancing a spiritual gift.

: I want My children to have the faith
| to take the first steps, and as they do

S then ! take them the rest of the way.
: (End of message from Jesus.) E

v

i

RS

e ot 5 2

s |

Most frustrating instances or things we had to deal with
individually or as a team while creating the Zine

" Evye; Being the impatient get-it-all-done-and-perfect-now type

. person, | definitely.had my moments of frustration with our last

printer. As Keith mentioned above, our dear, dear printer had a

. mind of its own and pulled the quirkiest of stunts on us, often at

- athe most crucidl of times. It was so nice to get a new one.

Seeing as we’re a pubs production unit, there’s always some-

— ~ one printing something, and even now with our new printer, our

% toner cartridge is often low on toner, or it starts putting streaks

across the page because we're trying to get the most out of the

toner we can. So when | go to pick up my print job, to see what

my picture will look like printed out (you know like when | need to

see if something will print out too lightly, or be too dark, and what

| need to fix on it, etc.), to see these streaks of blank space
across my page has made me kind of go bonkers at times.

But hey, I've realized that it’s just one of those things that will
happen when the printer is printing all day long pretty much seven
days a week. It's not like we're too lazy to change the cartridges.
We're just trying to be frugal and use that cartridge till it has

¢ really died the death.

|
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ALL OF THESE
CHANGES WENT A
LONG WAY IN
PROVING TO US
THAT THE LORD
CAN USE ANYONE.
HE CAN TAKE THAT
LITTLE GRAIN OF
FAITH AND TALENT
AND IMPROVE IT,
WHEN HE HAS A
YIELDED, WILLING
VESSEL TO WORK
WITH. IT MAKES
LITTLE DIFFERENCE
HOW GOOD SOME~
ONE IS AT SOME~
THING OR NOT TO
START OFF WITH,
IF THEY’RE WILL~
ING ENOUGH TO
JUMP IN AND DO
THE JOB, THE
LORD SENDS DOWN
THE ANOINTING
THAT’S NEEDED
AND HE GIVES

THEM THE GIFTS

THEY NEED. BE~
CAUSE, AFTER ALL,
IT'S NOTHING OF
OURSELVES, IT’S
His SHow, His
PROJECT, AND HE'S
THE ONE WHO
WANTS IT DONE.
THAT WAS
SOMETHING WE
ALL HAD TO
LEARN, SOME~
THING ] BELIEVE
THE LORD

BROUGHT us .

THROUGH THOSE
ROUGH FEW

MONTHS IN ORDER °

TO IMPLANT FIRM~
LY IN OUR BRAINS;
THAT GOD CAN
USE ANYONE AND
ANYTHING HE IS

NOT LIMITED BY

TALENT OR PER-~
SONALITY.

IT waAS VERY
DIFFICULT FOR ME

WHEN SPIRO AND .

SHANICE FIRST
LEFT uUSs. 1
THOUGHT THE

ZINE  WOULD

NEVER BE INTER~

EThe Fres

T

ﬁL Most frustrating insta;lces or things we had to deal with
~y individually or awﬁm while creating the Zind

Bethy: Once | lost two ‘work because my computer bombed and
| hadn’t backed up that d yet. It wasn't so bad because | had a
printout of the pages | had done, so | was able to re-do it. Another time, |
almost lost two weeks of layout work! | had been working on Zine layout for
two weeks, and had done twelve pages of work. | needed a bigger hard drive,
but | asked the computer guy if he could wait till | was done with my Zine work
before switching my hard drive. So when | was done, he switched things around.
| copied over all my work and checked everything and it all seemed fine, so
he went off with the hard drive. The next morning | opened the file where all my
work was supposed to be, and it was completely blank. For some reason the com-
puter saved the work to a different part of the hard drive than where | usually stored
my work, so when | copied everything, that didn’t copy. It was a terrible feeling!
I went sobbing to Spiro “My work is gone! It's not there! Everything’s blank.” Since
| was reduced to a puddle of tears and not much help to anyone, Spiro went and tried
to find out if my hard drive had been reformatted yet, and thankfully it hadn’t! We were
able to get all my work back and | was a very happy girl.

| Auoust 2081

ESTING OR GOOD
AGAIN. I HAD AL~
WAYS CONSIDERED
THEM THE TALENT
ON THE TEAM.
SPIRO WAS THE
ONE WHO WAS
GOOD AT LAYOUT;
| CERTAINLY
WASN'T. IF YOU
LOOK AT THE ZINE
ISSUES BETWEEN
12-28, ANY PAGES
THAT LOOKED
GOOD WERE DONE
BY SPIRO, THOUGH
I HAD MY occa-
SIONAL MOMENTS
OF BRILLIANCE. ]
HAD A HUGE LEAR~
NING CURVE GO~
ING, AND 1 CER-
TAINLY WASN’'T
THE TECHNICAL
MIND ON THE
TEAM. SHANICE

" WAS THE ARTIST
| AND SHE ALWAYS

CAME UP WITH THE
FUNNY STUFF AND
THE INTERESTING
IDEAS.

IN SHORT, I

WAS DEVASTATED

WHEN THEY LEFT.
I REALLY DIDN’T
THINK THE LORD
WAS GOING TO
GET US OUT OF
THAT ONE, BUT HE
DID! HE TOOK US
WITH ALL OUR
BUMBLING AND
FUMBLING AND IG~
NORANCE AND UN~
TALENTED~NESS,
AND USED US TO
KEEP THE ZINE
GOING.

IT TOOK ME A
WHILE TO GET TO
THE POINT OF
LETTING GO AND
LETTING GOD, BE~
CAUSE 1 HAD a
CERTAIN IDEA OF
WHAT I THOUGHT
THE ZINVE SHOULD
BE LIKE, AND 1
WANTED IT TO
CONTINUE AS IT

Feature. . .evolution of the =ine



. HAD BEEN. WITH OUR TEAM REDUCED TO TWO PEOPLE, | BECAME THE DE FACTO OVERSEER OF THE ZIVE, THE ONE
. COORDINATING THE WORK, ON TOP OF DOING A LOT OF THE WORK MYSELF. I DIDN'T WANT THE ZINVE TO MISS

R :'\A BEAT EVEN THOUGH WE HAD LOST HALF OF OUR PEOPLE, AND MY PERSONAL WORKLOAD HAD INCREASED.

: I HAD SO MUCH PROFESSIONAL PRIDE THAT I DIDN'T WANT THE ZIVE TO BE WHAT TOOK THE HIT FROM

% OUR DOWNSIZING. SO FOR A FEW MONTHS, I MADE A GREAT EFFORT IN THE FLESH TO KEEP IT ,j{"

. GOING IN THE WAY I THOUGHT IT SHOULD BE. ] WANTED TO KEEP THE MAGAZINE THE SAME

LENGTH IT HAD ALWAYS BEEN. I TRIED DESPERATELY NOT TO MISS A MONTH, AND PUT

AS MUCH EFFORT INTO THE LAYOUT AS I couLD. ’

BECAUSE OF MY OWN IDEAS I WASN'T AS OPEN AS | SHOULD HAVE BEEN TO - A

THE DIRECTION THE LORD WAS MOVING US IN. SO I STRUGGLED IN THE AR
FLESH AND PUSHED MYSELF TO THE EXTREME. I LET MY WORK ’

BECOME MY WHOLE LIFE, WITH NO TIME FOR THE LORD OR ,.

—
v

How do you come up with |ayout / art ideas!

henever | go anywhere,

i es open for new concepts W J s
R t| a&vg/gysatgyotg;(ae; gnrgypgyr/‘ in mF;/ purse to catch it. 'rr‘t;ept\;\vgen | sitdowntos
and (')-‘Qéﬁ praS and ask the Lord to give me & rong sdkﬁtc pl?J el
3vg:ki]ng 6n them, combining different ideas I've picked up,

nation That's ge e a| [0) t Olks.
y W It Wi b . ’y y
. g a as
ad on the street etc once | even ot a des‘g“ ide off |Ioeb0 that m bo ||e||d | ad
tth own In the tras| e VOgO deSlgll was eXaCﬂy what was lleeded ofr the page |
]US 5

was working on.

pages before | start
additional imagi-

Bethy: eneve sat down to do la out on a Zine page Slttl“g n front Of a blal K

Wi | Wi )

SCleeyH and tr y|V|g to come Up with a new layout idea was a‘WayS the loy\?vt di fCUl[ palt

Espe a"y ona day wnhe | wasl [‘eeh g creative, O wal ted to be al ere else but
Sp! Cl

i i t ideas. B | got started, or
my desk, coming up with layou st difficult, but once | go
y Starting the page or idea was alwaystg\een'\flnvgu| d happen what | called “the preacher

- ideai d gotgoing, to come up with
received an idea in prophecy an ) < on the page and be able to i
came. I'd get el msp"er?esvnﬁvv;il%(feoford! Sometimes I'd get layout ideas from {elic

4 d ; ie wi bunch
e goo?. rl?tngrlsliwe or design of movie credits. Watching a movie with a
places like the 10 an be a peculiar experience.

le in the Home can culi
1 m‘%ﬁélﬁ\l%pfomard the beginning credits? someongl (ﬁkﬁt"?
“NOOO! Look at that cool font! I wonder how they ?

d o
choice of color. Check out the kerning. Hmm ... very nice:

me. Usually (and this is a confession), | wait till the last

y g g ork on a p cture. g t the idea get
minute like ri 1t befOIe | eed to begin W | re Then to ge

are tha he L()|d il |ead e to see SO llveth ng that ||Sp res me, O He ead’S e to view
by tt 4 y W f |

a style of art that I'd like to try, and | work around that.

|

THE WORD, OR ANYONE ELSE FOR THAT MATTER. I -!E
ROUTINELY STAYED UP TILL THE WEE HOURS OF THE MORNING = = '

WORKING; BASICALLY EXISTING ON CAFFEINE. OF COURSE, BE~
CAUSE IT WAS SO MUCH ME AND NOT REALLY THE LORD OR His
SPIRIT ... YOU GUESSED IT, | FELL FLAT ON MY FACE.

1 HAD A MINI NERVOUS BREAKDOWN/BURNOUT SCENARIO THAT WAS

NOT PLEASANT AT ALL. BUT THROUGH IT I REALIZED THAT I HAD TO GIVE
UP MY OWN PLANS AND WISHES FOR THE Z/VE AND JUST BE WILLING TO MOVE
AND FLOW WITH THE SPIRIT OF GOD. THE ZIVE WAS GOING TO CHANGE; I HAD TO
YIELD AND ACCEPT THAT, EVEN IF IT MEANT THINGS WOULD CHANGE THAT I DIDN'T
WANT TO CHANGE, IT WAS WHAT THE LORD WANTED, AND I HAD TO YIELD. | REALIZED \
THAT MY WORK AND MY EFFORT WAS JUST SELF~RIGHTEOUSNESS, THAT 1 WAS THINKING I

KNEW BETTER THAN GOD. I REALIZED THAT ALL MY WORKS AND ALL MY EFFORT DIDN'T
MATTER TO THE LORD; WHAT WAS MOST IMPORTANT TO HIM WAS MY RELATIONSHIP WITH HiM,
AND THE TIME 1 SPENT WITH HiM. THAT THIS WAS THE ONLY THING THAT WOULD GIVE ME THE
STRENGTH, INSPIRATION, VISION AND HELP I NEEDED FOR MY JOB.

SO IT WAS A MUCH HUMBLER, WILLING-TO~-YIELD BETHY THAT STARTED OUT AGAIN WITH A NEW

MINDSET, AND THINGS WENT MUCH BETTER. | WASN’T SO UPTIGHT ABOUT THINGS, I WAS MORE WILLING TO LET

THE LORD AND HIS SPIRIT FLOW THROUGH. AS I CEASED MY LITTLE WORKS TRIP, THE MOST AMAZING THING

HAPPENED. WELL, IT SHOULDN'T REALLY BE SO AMAZING, BECAUSE IT IS ONE OF THOSE SPIRITUAL PRINCIPLES,

Interesting design. Nice

Evye: It's different every fi

b

\
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APRSTENT
o1 My @H; -

|
|

BUT IT’S ALWAYS EXCITING WHEN YOU SEE IT WORK, ESPECIALLY WHEN IT’S SO
CONTRARY TO YOUR CARNAL MIND AND WAY OF THINKING. MY WORK STARTED TO
IMPROVE DRAMATICALLY! THE LORD HELPED ME GRASP THE TECHNICAL ASPECT OF
THINGS TO SUCH A DEGREE THAT AFTER ABOUT A YEAR, I HAD COMPLETE COMMAND OF
THE PROGRAMS WE USED AND KNEW HOW TO MAKE THEM WORK FOR US AS WELL AS THEY
COULD. THE LAYOUT I DID CHANGED FROM BEING JUST AVERAGE TO BEING GOOD. AND THIS
WAS ALL WITHOUT THAT MUCH EFFORT ON MY PART (ASIDE FROM THE EFFORT IT TOOK TO
“LET GO” AND YIELD, HA).

NEW ARRIVALS
FROM THE TIME SPIRO AND SHANICE LEFT, WE KNEW WE NEEDED REPLACEMENTS, AND IT WAS
SOMETHING WE WERE WORKING TOWARDS AND CERTAINLY PRAYING FOR. WE ANTICIPATED THAT HAVING
. / SUCH A SMALL TEAM WAS A FAIRLY TEMPO~
2™ RARY SITUATION. HOWEVER, FINDING SOME~
-'f " ONE WHO HAD A BURDEN FOR WS AND
' THEN GOING THROUGH THE PROCESS IT
% | TAKES TO GET THEM TO WS CAN BE
SOMEWHAT OF A LENGTHY PRO~
CESS. WE WERE CERTAINLY
PRAYING FOR HELP, BELIEVE
i ME! IT WAS AROUND THIS TIME
|| THAT PIPER AND CHANDRA AP~
‘§  PLIED TO WS, TO THE GREAT
| ' JOY OF MY HEART AND THE
\ { "TOTAL ANSWER TO OUR
i | PRAYERS.
THEY ARRIVED IN OUR HOME
~ IN LATE 1999, AND FROM THERE
- WE STARTED TO PUT TOGETHER A NEW
-)TEAM. COMING TO WS IS ALWAYS A BIG
ADJUSTMENT FOR ANYONE, BUT EVEN MORE
SO FOR SOMEONE COMING DIRECTLY FROM
THE MISSION FIELD, LIKE BOTH PIPER AND
CHANDRA DID. BUT GOD BLESS THEM, THEY WEATH~
. ERED THEIR FIRST SIX MONTHS IN WS (TRADITIONALLY THE MOST DIFFICULT) WITH FLYING COLORS (EVEN
w?ﬁ

How long does it take you to do a Zireon average!

Caitlyn: We all have other pubs we lay out, so we have to organize our
monthly schedule so that we have enough time slotted for everything. We

slot the Zine layout for roughly two weeks out of the month, for the most part,
though, it often goes to just one week when we have a lot of Home duties, or other
things come up. It's probably the pub that we take the most time doing, at least for me.
Other simpler pubs | work on, layout may take only a day or two.

Keith: That really depends on how many pages | have to do. Looking back over the

Zine since | joined the team, I've done an average of 4.5 (and a billion decimals)

pages per Zine. Sometimes more, sometimes less, depending on my workload at the

time, or others’ workloads, which could bring up my page count for the month. It

| X pretty much takes me one afternoon or morning to do two pages, but some-
- times when a page is particularly difficult it takes longer.

-

Evye: Working on this or that for the Zine took an average of five to
ten days for me each month. It's been the most challenging of
my work—ever—from start to finish, and has taught me a lot

THOUGH IT WAS BATTLE~FILLED) AND GREW TO BE THE BACKBONE OF THE Z/VE TEAM—CHANDRA TAKING
OVER ON THE TEXT SIDE OF THINGS, AND PIPER WORKING ON LAYOUT.
IN THE MONTHS THAT FOLLOWED THEIR ARRIVAL WE WORKED ON REORGANIZING OUR TEAM: DOLING
OUT THE RESPONSIBILITIES, GETTING ACCUSTOMED TO THE COMPUTER PROGRAMS USED, GETTING
TO KNOW ONE ANOTHER ON A PERSONAL LEVEL, DEVELOPING FRIENDSHIPS AND WORKING
RELATIONSHIPS, GETTING ADJUSTED TO EACH OTHER’S STRENGTHS AND WEAKNESSES AND IDIO~
SYNCRASIES, LEARNING TO APPRECIATE THE ASSETS EACH PERSON BROUGHT TO THE TEAM.
LEARNING TO WORK TOGETHER AS A TEAM IS ALWAYS FILLED WITH HIGHS AND LOWS, UPS
AND DOWNS AND NEW EXPERIENCES, BUT GREAT FUN, AND ALWAYS CHALLENGING!

&
Coe desgn: Anoiynols
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IN THE LAST YEAR AND A HALF THAT WE'VE ALL BEEN WORKING TOGETHER, I
WOULD SAY THAT WE'VE HAD OUR GOOD TIMES AND BAD, OUR MOMENTS OF
EXHILARATION AS WELL AS TIMES OF SHEER FRUSTRATION. WE'VE LIVED TOGETHER,
WORKED TOGETHER, CELEBRATED TOGETHER, PLAYED TOGETHER, LAUGHED TOGETHER,
CRIED TOGETHER, PRAYED TOGETHER AND WORKED OUT MOST OF THE ROUGH PARTS
TOGETHER, WHICH IN MY OPINION REALLY ONLY STARTS TO HAPPEN AFTER ABOUT A YEAR
OF WORKING AS A TEAM. ] WOULD CONSIDER ALL MY FELLOW TEAM MEMBERS VERY GOOD
FRIENDS, AND I ENJOY WORKING WITH THEM.

IN THE FIRST HALF OF 2000, CAITLYN ALSO JOINED OUR TEAM, HELPING WITH LAYOUT AND
HAS HELPED ROUND OUT THE FEMALE ASPECT OF THINGS, AS BEFORE THAT WE HAD A PREDOMI~
NATELY MALE PRESENCE IN THE LAYOUT ARENA.

HAVING A COMPLETELY NEW AND DIVERSE GROUP OF PEOPLE WORKING ON THE ZJ/VE CHANGED THE
ZINE AS WELL, AS NATURALLY EACH PERSON
BRINGS THEIR PARTICULAR STYLE AND EX~
PERTISE TO A PROJECT.

AS WE GAINED MORE PEOPLE ON
OUR TEAM, INEVITABLY THE WORK
INCREASED, AND AS WAS MEN-
TIONED IN GN 3321, OUR ZINE
DEPARTMENT CHANGED CON~
SIDERABLY WITH THE RE~
STRUCTURING OF WS. OUR |, ﬁﬁ
ZIVNE TEAM COMBINED WITH j'”
ANOTHER SGA EDITOR AND *
OUR DEPARTMENT THEN BE- l
CAME RESPONSIBLE FOR THE | |
EDITING OF THE ZINE AND \

HEAVEN’S LIBRARY MAGAZINES AND
BOOKS, AS WELL AS THE LAYOUT OF -:
NOT JUST THOSE PUBS, BUT ALSO BLADE,
THE GRAPEVINE, THE ENVD AND EVE (TEM~

o ol PORARILY). IT WAS AROUND THIS POINT THAT
= il - S . I STOPPED DOING A LOT OF THE ACTUAL LAY~
OUT AND HELPED MORE IN A SUPERVISORY ROLE,

% M%!; 1

about what it means to work, not only when | feel inspired. It's a
good thing to have under your belt though!

Chandra: | don't know if | could ever pin down the precise amount of time it
takes to get the text and content together. Particular months we may get well-
refined articles and photos, limiting the amount of time | have to spend working on it,
while other months a particular article could’ve taken ages to get through the pro-
cess. This is mostly due to back and forth communication with the author, the need
for photos or artwork, and the likes.

On average, I'd say a single Zine text will take me between four to eight weeks to
push through from start to finish, starting with getting the material together and
editing it, until the final text file for the HomeARC. Even then, there are usually
things that come up along the way that | have to pray and counsel about,
which can extend the amount of work.

Don’t get me wrong; it's not that | spend all those weeks with
pages of Zine text as the décor of my cubicle; that’s just the en-
tire time it’s in my court for. Yup, it's a long time, though!

COORDINATING THE JOBS, ETC.

NATURALLY, THIS CHANGE MEANT THAT WE NO LONGER FOCUSED OUR FULL TIME AND ATTENTION
ON ONLY ONE PUB, BUT IT WAS SPREAD OUT MORE, THUS CHANGING THE LOOK AND FEEL OF THE
ZINE EVEN MORE, AS WE HAD LESS TIME TO DEVOTE TO THE ZINE.

ONE OF THE MAIN CHANGES BROUGHT BY THE CREATION OF THIS NEW DEPARTMENT WAS THAT
NOT ONLY WERE THE ABOVE PUBS WORKED ON BY OUR DEPARTMENT, BUT MUCH MORE OF THE
RESPONSIBILITY FOR ALL ASPECTS OF THOSE PUBS FELL ON OUR DEPARTMENT, WHICH HELPED
ALL OF US TO GROW AND PROGRESS NOT ONLY IN OUR WORK, BUT ALSO IN OUR WALK WITH
THE LORD AND GIFT OF PROPHECY. THERE IS AN UNBELIEVABLE AMOUNT OF PRAYER AND
PROPHECY THAT GOES INTO ANY GIVEN PUB. THOSE OF US WHO WORK ON PUBS

7']\ ' ﬂl\;.
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ACKNOWLEDGE THAT WE REALLY DON'T KNOW
ANYTHING, AND IT’S A VERY BIG DEAL TO
HAVE RESPONSIBILITY IN A PUB, BECAUSE
WE KNOW THAT OUR WORK GOES OUT TO
THE ENTIRE FAMILY AND WILL AFFECT THEM
IN SOME WAY. SO THE ONLY WAY WE CAN
KNOW WE'RE GETTING IT RIGHT IS TO ASK
THE LORD ABOUT EVERYTHING. WE HAVE
LEARNED BY EXPERIENCE THAT ANY TIME
WE’VE BLOWN IT, IT’S BECAUSE WE HAVEN'T
BEEN FAITHFUL TO HEAR FROM THE LORD.

ALL THESE CHANGES NOT ONLY HELPED
US TO GROW IN OUR WORK AND BECOME
MORE EFFICIENT, BUT WE ALSO HAD MUCH
MORE RESPONSIBILITY SPIRITUALLY,
WHICH PUSHED US TO PROGRESS IN THE
SPIRIT AND USE THE NEW WEAPONS.

WHERE WE ARE TODAY
AFTER EVEN FURTHER WS RESTRUC~
TURING, WE NOW HAVE A LAYOUT DE~
PARTMENT CONSISTING OF FOUR
PEOPLE PLUS A COORDINATOR
ALL WHO USED TO WORK ON
THE ZINE. THIS LAYOUT DE~
PARTMENT IS NOW RESPONSIBLE
TO LAYOUT ALL OF THE CM/
FM PUBS EXCEPT FOR THE GNS
AND EVE. THAT IS A TOTAL OF
ROUGHLY 15 PUBS THAT COME
OUT MONTHLY, SOME TWICE A
MONTH LIKE THE HEAVEN’'S
LIBRARY MAGS, GV, ETC. SO
PLEASE KEEP US IN YOUR
PRAYERS. WE ARE IN THE
BEGINNING STAGES OF THIS
NEW CHANGE AND ARE

18 The Free Zine | Auoust 2061

STILL ADJUSTING TO THE
WORKLOAD, AS WELL AS
FORMING NEW PROCE~
DURES FOR OUTPUT,
STREAMLINING AND OR-~
GANIZING IT ALL SO THAT
WE CAN BE EFFICIENT AS
WELL AS CREATIVE, AND
DO THE BEST JOB POS~
SIBLE.

THE LORD TOLD US
IN PROPHECY THAT HE

|
—
.—‘F

HAD USED OUR WORK ON THE ZJNE TO PREPARE
US FOR BIGGER JOBS THAT HE HAD IN STORE.
HE USED OUR EXPERIENCE OF WORKING ON
THE ZINE TO TEACH US MANY THINGS—TO UNITE
US AS A TEAM, TO GROW US UP AND HELP US
TAKE ON MORE RESPONSIBILITY. THE ZINE WAS
THE INSTRUMENT HE USED TO GET OUR TEAM
WORKING ON PUBS INITIALLY, TO BRING NEW
PEOPLE IN FROM THE FIELD TO BE A PART OF
WS, AND TO BRING IN THOSE WHO WERE NOT
ACCUSTOMED TO DOING LAYOUT OR PUBS WORK
AND MAKE IT AN ACTIVE PART OF THEIR LIVES.
Now HE IS ASKING NEW THINGS OF US, AND
POINTING US IN NEW DIRECTIONS, WHICH ARE
BOTH EXCITING AND SCARY AT THE SAME TIME.

I BAVE TO SAY IT’S A BIT SAD TO SEE THE
ZIVE END. HOWEVER, IT IS NOT SOMETHING
THAT WAS DECIDED QUICKLY OR WITHOUT MANY

CONFIRMATIONS FROM THE LORD. WE BE-

* ™ LIEVE THAT IT IS THE LORD’S WILL THAT
!

"% THE ZIVE COME TO AN END SO THAT WE
WILL HAVE THE TIME AND PERSONNEL
/" TO FOCUS ON NEW PUBS AND NEW

/1 THINGS THAT WILL HOPEFULLY BE A

s BLESSING TO YOU. WE ARE ALL VERY
EXCITED ABOUT THE NEW DIRECTION

THE LORD IS LEADING IN AND THE

NEW COMIC MAGAZINE THAT SHOULD

"= ' BE HITTING YOUR HOMES SOON. IT'S

What s the process of putting a Zimetogether!

Caitlyn: We normally get Piper to do most of
the layout, ha! Just kidding. For a long time,
though, he always got the long articles—poor
guy. Now, we generally try to even it out between
us layout people, whether we get one six-page
article, or three two-pagers. The person who
works on the cover doesn’t usually get as many
other pages, unless it's a really simple cover,
like an enlarged photo. The boys always make
me do any article that is remotely feminine, or
they feel their masculinity is threatened. ©

After we lay out our pages and combine
them into one file (which can be complicated),
the layout gets approved and the text proofread.
The “pipeliner,” then has the job of putting in the
finishing touches and readying it for the NPCs.
It's a big job! God bless, Piper and Lance, who
have been doing this job. | really admire them!
(I've never pipelined the Zine.)

GOING TO BE DIFFERENT THAN THE

Ny ZINE, YES, BUT IT’LL BE FRESH, NEW,

AND WHAT THE LORD SAID IS MOST
NEEDED RIGHT NOW. HE ALSO TOLD
US THAT THIS WAS TO BE OUR
MOST IMPORTANT POINT OF FO~

CUS, TO PUT OUR TIME AND
EFFORT INTO. SO WE ARE

‘ir‘
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¥ LOOKING FORWARD TO BEING PART OF THE PROCESS OF A NEW PUB. AS THIS FINAL ZIVE GOES TO PRESS, WE'RE

ALREADY STARTING WORK ON THE NEW MAG, AND LET ME TELL YOU, IT’S GOING TO BE GREAT!

WE HAVE SOME IDEAS FOR KEEPING THE ZIVE CONTENT ALIVE IN SOME WAY, POSSIBLY THROUGH A WEBSITE;
HOWEVER, BECAUSE WE HAVE QUITE A LOT ON OUR PLATES AT THE MOMENT, WE DON’T WANT TO PROMISE
ANYTHING PREMATURELY. ANYTHING NEW ALWAYS REQUIRES A LOT OF PRAYER AND COUNSEL, AND SO FAR THE
IDEAS ARE STILL IN THE EMBRYONIC STAGES. WE REALIZE THAT THERE IS STILL A FORUM FOR THE TYPE OF
ARTICLES AND TESTIMONIES THAT THE ZINVE SHOWCASED, AND WE HOPE AND PRAY WE CAN PROVIDE A PLATFORM FOR
THIS TYPE OF THING IN THE NOT~TOO~DISTANT FUTURE. PLEASE PRAY FOR US. PRAY THAT IF SOMETHING OF THIS
SORT IS THE LORD’S WILL, THAT WE WILL HAVE THE TIME AND PERSONNEL TO SEE IT THROUGH.

WE LOVE YOU ALL AND ARE THANKFUL AND HONORED TO HAVE BROUGHT YOU THE ZINVE FOR THE LAST FOUR
AND A HALF YEARS! THANK YOU SO MUCH FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS, WHICH KEPT THIS MAGAZINE ALIVE AND
INTERESTING AND MADE IT WHAT IT WAS. THANK YOU FOR THE ENCOURAGEMENT YOU SENT OUR WAY.—IT KEPT US
GOING MANY TIMES. THANK YOU FOR YOUR READERSHIP, AND FOR THE GREAT TIMES THAT WE HAD ALONG THE wAY!
WE LOVE YOU.
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v How do you work together as a team’

Caitlyn: It's taken me some time to learn that we all
“ have different styles and that | shouldn’t attempt to
copy the guys’ style. The boys are very good with
graphic-based layout. They can all do amazing things
'with backgrounds, 3D graphics, and can basically make f
something out of nothing. They really enjoy it, too! | tried
for a while to do that style, and it always took me forever,
and didn’t come out as great, ha! So | asked the Lord about
it, and He showed me that | was better at working with text-
based graphic design. I've tried to follow that since then, and
let the guys handle the 3D stuff and complicated graphics. It's
helped us to work as a team in that way because there’s a nice
balance between the styles.

Evye: I'd say pretty okay. On a scale of one to ten, ten being the
best, we work on level nine, | think. That's pretty good!

e a k

r -
Chandra: Overall, I'd say we work very well together, though | don't ‘ E
deny that we have had our conflicts. Being the only one on the team M
dealing with text and the coordination of the contents—e.g., photos, art-

work, etc.—I admit to having my clashes with layout, the rift between text -
and graphics or 3D art, the amount of photos needed or the relevancy of &
q v art for an article, and most disputed of all—the word count. S N |
Layout and text are so different, yet it's so essential for the two to blend ity

together, in order to make the pages what they need to be. There were times when this became a point of conflict, mostly between Piper and me, as
the two of us are quite opinionated.

There’s one instance that comes to mind specifically and that was when we were working on FZ 045. At the time things were pretty hectic in our
Home and we were all feeling the pressure of additional work, which had us on edge, somewhat. When | got the laid out version to check the text on,
something about the layout didn’'t appeal to me, and because | am not a layout person, | took this lack of appeal (which had rapidly turned to
frustration) out on the text. LHM!

My viewpoint at the time was that as the text person, and content coordinator, | will at times spend up to six months gathering all necessary
material for an article, with countless back and forth communications with the person who wrote the article, numerous prophecies regarding it, and a
lot of energy spent. So if after all that work, the layout does not grab me, | can tend to get frustrated and want to mutilate the text, because | can’t do
anything about the layout.

Back to the scenario of FZ 045; Piper’'s pages weren'’t the ones that | was bothered with, but because he was pipelining the Zine at the time, it
meant that whatever changes | made in the text he’'d have to put them in manually. Not a very pleasant job, poor guy! There were more red marks on
that page than any pipeliner could every wish for. Inevitably, Piper was not enthralled about the amount of corrections I'd marked throughout the Zine;
some were necessary, but others, Lord help me, were marked simply out of frustration.

Piper and | had had other conflicts at the time, and this incident erupted whatever it was that had been simmering underneath. It was essential that
the two of us work together well, but there were times when | admit every time he asked me something in regards to the Zine text, | would suppress
a lamenting sigh. The Lord often uses a specific incident that forces us to clear up a problem that has been subtly growing below the surface, and
that's what that particular Zine edition brought to pass.

Bethy having heard both our sides of the scenario, suggested that we talk things through and resolve our differences. | wasn't thrilled about the
idea, but knew she had a point. If we were to work together as the team the Lord needed us to be, we’d have to come to terms with our differences and
find a solution.

It so happened that Piper, two other people and myself would be taking the weekend off, away from the Home. In our absence, we took the time
to talk things over and rectify our conflicts. | don’t do so well in those particular situations, but it was necessary to our working relationship, and our
continuance as a team. Thank the Lord, our problems were resolved, because we were finally able to get the other’s perspective and comprehend the
other’'s mode of operation, likes, dislikes and all the essentials that go towards harmoniously working together.
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WHEN DID YOU BECOME A PART OF
THE ZINE? :

FZ001, November 1996

How LONG HAVE YOU BEEN WORKING
ON THE ZINE?

Four years, nine months (that's counting
layout time as well as being involved with the

Zinein a supervisory capacity).

NUMBER OF PAGES TO YOUR NAME

266 pages (twelve of which were covers).

WHAT WAS YOUR FAVORITE ZINE PAGE?

i} It.s}llmost impossible to pick my favorite of

“the pages | laid. out You put a lot of effort into

each page, and each one (hopefully) comes
out with some quality that you especially like

or are happy Wiﬂ_j-‘i. In general, | feel my best

} “workwas betwee':n issues 28-38. To the left are

= ""---_.Iﬂ."l_u_n"_lbnai'rs' of afew of my favorite pages.

WHAT IS SOMETHING YOU WOULD
HAVE LIKED TO HAVE DONE WITH THE
ZINE BUT NEVER HAD THE CHANCE?

| always wanted to do an issue in full color,

with big photos (I'm into photos, as
photography is somewhat of a hobby), and

with nice glossy, color paper. | always
dreamed of the day we might be able to do

that. You never know, some day we may be

able to publish that kind of thing in the Family,

though I guess it won't be the Zine!

« bt



Age: 21 (by the time you get this)

Hobbies: Baking, and more baking, and learning sign language

Name: Caitlyn (Kat’-Iin)

EeErsomal. s co2itlun

Bra size: same as Chandra ©

Art by Evye

the relative newcomer to the Zine depart-
ment. | started working on Zine layout in
the beginning half of 2000, with FZ 043,
so | have worked on thirteen issues alto-
gether. Of those issues I've done about
40 pages, including two covers.—Not too
many compared to those who've worked
on the Zine for several years now.

For along time I pleaded my way out
of doing the long articles. It's only been
with the last three issues that I've done
the feature articles, which have ranged
from six to twelve pages long. The fea-
ture article “Embrace of Africa” (FZ054),
was the biggest challenge yet, but | prayed
desperately and the Lord came through
with some good ideas. PTL!

When it comes to layout, I'd have to
say that I have the most trouble with my
colors. (Everyone snickers.) They know
how | love to try different and unusual
colors with my pages, but that can create
big problems. It's complicated to explain,
but when you make a PDF (for the Web
version) the color conversion is usually
waaaay off! For example, what might look
to me like electric blue while I'm working
on a page turns out a very dull purple
after it's been processed to PDF format.

My arch-nemesis is the color rust. It's
a joke around here, because everyone
knows how | love to use it, but it always
comes out either pink or orange, and
there’s nothing to be done about it. Poor

with

o

£l

Lance worked for hours trying to help correct the colors
on my cover for FZ 051, but to no avail. In the end my
“masterpiece” was a peachy orange, sob! Believe me, it
looked much better on my computer.

When [ look over past Zines, it's hard to pin down a
“most favorite” as far as layout goes. | enjoyed a lot of the
work done by Spiro and Beth in the some of the “mid-era”
issues. One of my favorite covers is “My soul is escaped as
a bird” (FZ 030), with the eagle flying over the barbed
wire; it was done with a very modern “grunge-style” lay-
out.—One of my favorites!

The pages that I'm happiest with of my own work are
the covers of FZ 051 and FZ 056, and the article in FZ
052 entitled “Our Different Paths.”

My least favorite are some of the first pages | worked
on. Being that | work with all boys, my style at first really
struck on the feminine side, and it often clashed with the
pages they did. | started off with a bang with what the boys
termed the “Care Bear” pages in FZ 045. They were very
pink and flowery. It was a girly story, but | think | went
overboard. The guys all had near heart attacks! © They were
encouraging anyway.

In truth, I'm not that sad to see the Zine end. Is that
terrible? Yikes! No really, it’s just that | know that it'll be
making room for new pubs, which is really exciting.

From a more radical angle, Zinelayout has always posed
a real challenge to me. Before | came, | loved to read the
Zine, and it looked like a lot of fun to layout, but | found
that it's really a lot of hard work, and takes a lot of inspi-
ration and desperate prayer. So in a way, it's a relief to not
have to do it anymore, but at the same time, challenges
help us grow, and | definitely wouldn’t have learned how
to work with certain programs, if | hadn’t gone through
some of those hair-pulling experiences!
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Name: Chandra

Age: 21. (Coincidentally,
Lance and | have the
same birthday. | always
wanted someone to
wish me a happy birth-
day, and to be able to re-
spond with, “You too!"”)

(Note: As far as Caitlyn
and my bra sizes go,
we’ll confirm that an-
other time with more
specifics ... if only there
were another Zine to do
it in. Alas!)

was trying to remember where | was when the first Zine
came out ... certainly not in WS! | was actually on a far-
flung mission field, truly roughing it out, and separated
from civilization, or so it seemed.

I never imagined that 1’d one day be staring
at pages of testimonies in the hopes of put-
ting them together to form a Zine.

I had no clue as to what I'd be doing
when | came to WS. Editing and text work
were certainly not the jobs 1’d considered or
even assumed to remotely be my forte. Gram-
mar and punctuation rules were vague in my
mind; | confess that | don’t recall learning
them in school, ever! Mum, forgive me!

Learning to work with the rest of the
team was probably the best part about the
Zine. Whether it was our authentic Zine meet-
ings (now we have to find a new excuse to
lounge around in the living room under the
guise of work!) ;-) the entertainment and noise
listed under Zine brainstorming and idea toss-
ing; the printer frustrations, which | got a great
view of, seeing as the printer table stood only
two strides from my cubicle. There was Piper’s
brilliant idea of transforming the crumpled and
toner-smudged Zine printer rejects into snow-
flakes for Christmas; or the days when Lance
would take to origami creations while he was

waiting for his print job. Those little events
added up into making our department a joy
to be a part of.

| remember the times when getting the
Zine off at the end of the month called for a
celebration. It was usually around the 25th of
the month and we’d get together in our base-
ment-converted-office-area to play games, sit
around and chill. I think those instances had
a hand in melding us as a team—the time
away from work, yet we were still a team.

Eventually it got to the point where we
worked so well as a team, that we were called
on to do other jobs together. And, like Bethy
mentioned in her article, working on the Zine
definitely did teach us a lot, opening up new
doors for a variety of work ventures. The Zine
was the stepping-stone that helped us all to
move into bigger jobs and more responsibility.

Sometimes | think back on the days
when the Zine was my sole job, it seemed to
take up all my time, but I guess it’s relative
that as you get accustomed to a job your pro-
ductivity capacity expands. During my first

| remember the times when getting the Zine off
at the end of the month called for a celebration.

two months, | admit that | was horribly petri-
fied, thinking that | would never be able to do
the job assigned to me. | suffered several panic
attacks in those first months; now it’s almost
comical to think back on that initial time.
Those inner freak-outs did serve to set me on
the right path, as they forced me to get des-
perate with the Lord.

| was very happy when Caitlyn arrived,
because it helped to even out what was then
a pretty male-dominate team. Not that | had
problems with Lance, Keith and Piper, but
sometimes | needed a fellow female perspec-
tive on things. Caitlyn and | also started work-
ing on other projects together. In our working
together, though, | honestly have no idea when
the determining of bra sizes came into the
focus. ©

My favorite part of working on the Zine
was doing interviews. Of course, | wasn’t ever
able to do them in person; that would've been
adream! It's funny to remember where inter-
view ideas came from. “Sweet Taste of India,”
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in FZ 051, came to life when we were watch-
ing a video of that specific Home in India,
and heard about their Activated push and all
that they were involved in. The most com-
mon exclamation throughout the viewing was,
“We have to do an interview with them! This
is so inspiring!” It took some time to make it
happen.—I think it was almost six months
from the initial idea until it came out in print,
but it was well worth it.

Thinking about it, the hardest part for
me about seeing the Zine end, is that it brings
an era to an end. However, whenever some-
thing comes to an end, there’s usually some-
thing else to take its place. | love new chal-
lenges, and the end of this magazine offers
new opportunities for me. I'll now be getting
more involved in kids’ pubs, as well as con-
tributing towards the upcoming comic mag.

I'll conclude this page with a sincere
thank you to all of you who have been writ-
ing in and sending stuff in over past years.
It’s been great hearing from you!

EErsomal.

=« Chancra
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