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Grapevine
The features
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“Talking” with infants and
toddlers
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Helping toddlers develop
language skills
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Storytelling
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Talking to babies every day
“gives them higher IQ.”
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What is it like to be a child bride?—An Indian princess will tell you.
More details of the mysterious Piper of Hamelin revealed.�linkUP 03.
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We spent several days at each of the three
Homes in Burma, for a 10-day visit. We had an
Area Council Meeting with representatives
from all three Homes attending. We discussed
the projects in the works, personnel needs, the
Homes working together more, united activities
for the youth, and heard from the Lord for the
guidance on the future of the work there.

Broadcasting update:
In pursuing this, so far the response has

been positive. There is such a tremendous
need and vacuum. The country is pitifully poor
and going backwards fast in the absence of
decent educational materials. If this project
goes through, the TAs would reach millions,
and not only children in the 0-6 age bracket.
Judging from what is currently being
broadcast, the TAs would likely be a hit all the
way up to high school level.

Local language translations:
A talented musician, named Aung Li, has

finished the translation of three songs from
TA #1. Two female vocalists have agreed to
help with recording in Burmese.

Duping and marketing:
If the TA broadcasting doesn’t come

through, our Family will go ahead with
marketing locally. The production costs would
be low and the videos could only be sold for a
low price as well, but it would generate much-
needed income for the work there, as well as
get the tools out in large quantity.

They have already duped a run of Uncharted
locally, in English. Their national sheep and
friends are eager distributors of these.

National sheep and friends:
 Their catacomber, A., is still going strong.

He regularly helps with CTPs and is a faithful
witness. He stayed the night at the Home once
or twice and then got called in to police
headquarters for questioning. The senior
officer who was supposed to conduct the
questioning was not in so they let him go. He
is visiting a bit less frequently at this time.

R., a sweet Karen lady is helping regularly
with translations. S., a young college-age girl,
comes over to one of the Homes daily to type
the local translations. She is very precious
and hard working.

V. is a young man who works
as guide and interpreter for a
travel agency. He is from a
Buddhist background and comes
from an upper class family. He

recently got saved
and is very hungry
for Bible and
follow-up classes.

CTPs:
 All of the Homes

are active with some
very good CTP projects.
At one Home they know
pretty much everybody
in the Department of
Social Welfare and are
well received. They do
regular projects at a
blind school, a boys’
home, a handicapped
boys’ home and a poor orphanage. They have
managed to raise funding from the parents of
their students for regular donations of
supplies and food, as well as to sponsor some
talented blind athletes to go to the USA for
special training. All of this has been very well
received by the local community.

At André’s Home they do a regular work
at a different blind school and recently
received a grant from the Thai embassy
towards this CTP. The funds are going
towards renovations and improving the living
conditions, as well as getting educational
material in Braille for them. André teaches
French to the Thai First Secretary and she,
being aware of their CTP work, presented it
to the embassy, as they were looking for a
charity project to sponsor. They chose three
projects and ours was one of them. They also
have worked regularly at an orphanage for
girls and are about to start a project at a
home for abandoned babies.

The Mandalay Home is in the pioneer
stage and is quite strapped for personnel.
They also have it the toughest as far as field
conditions go. Everyone in town knows about
them, though, and their school is a good
sample and well received. It is also commonly
known that they are Christians. They do a
weekly project in a village orphanage about
two hours outside of town.

Field conditions:
Things are getting poorer and more

backwards. The government is very mysteri-
ous and virtually no one knows what’s going
on or what is the goal and agenda of the
current regime.

Huge billboards are still up at every main
intersection warning that one of the “people’s
desires” is to “crush all internal and external
destructive elements” and to “oppose all
those acting as stooges for foreign powers.”
This is also printed in every edition of every
newspaper. On TV there are increasingly more

and more political
speeches against
Aung San Su Chi
being given to large
audiences who sit on
the ground and shout
their pledge of
allegiance on cue. It’s
quite strange and
mysterious to say the
least.

Physically, the
country is losing

electrical power constantly. The Mandalay
Home only has electricity for one evening and
one morning every three days, and they have
heard that it will soon decrease to only once
every four days. Most businesses have
generators or only work around the hours
when they can expect electricity. TTL, our
Family Home has a generator, or living
conditions would be very difficult, since
Mandalay has a climate similar to New Delhi,
with very cold winters and unbearably hot
summers.

Outside of Yangon, the health and living
conditions are very low. On our trip to
Mandalay we made three stops at what would
be considered decent coffee shops by local
standards. The bathrooms of these are like
medieval dungeons, and the cleanliness
standard of the food and dishes is lower than
any place we could compare it to in Thailand.

Youth:
We had sweet fellowship with all of the

young people there. There are 10 teens between
the three Homes. They long for the company of
more people their age, but they all pull very big
loads in the Homes and are committed to
helping their parents pioneer. In Yangon, the
young people from both Homes get together
every weekend for united movie-viewing or
other activity, and also have one freeday outing
together each week. The young people are very
involved with the CTPs in all of the Homes. �

Visiting

Mynamar

(Burma)!

Aung San Su Chi, Daw (1945- ): Female opposition
leader who founded the NLD (National League of Democracy)
and won 80 percent of the parliament seats in 1990. The
military then annulled the elections and seized control. Aung
was arrested and put in confinement for six years, and then
under house arrest. She is the daughter of one of the founders
of Burma, and a hero to many people, both inside and outside
her country. She won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1991.
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Heated presentations
Perhaps all of us who write in to the forum

and views  section of the Grapevine should keep
in mind that if our presentation is sweet and in
the spirit, it will be received more graciously,
and have a greater effect. The more “heated”
viewpoints that I read often inspire and chal-
lenge me less. I find it helps me to wait until I’m
over the frustration of the moment, as then I
can be more objective.—Anonymous

Dear Anonymous,
Good point. We also reserve the right to not

print articles that are unloving or critical, or to
edit them accordingly, so as not to hurt oth-
ers.—Grapevine Editors �
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happenings
[Italy and Spain]

Ahlai, USA: While visiting some of our
Family Homes in Italy and Spain with an
academic friend, we met many very sweet teens,
particularly in small Homes where there was not
a lot of “peer pressure.” The teens love the Lord
and help their parents. They seem close to their
parents, love them, would put their arm around
them and would give their help very willingly. I
found that the teens didn’t have apparent
attitudes or things against their parents or the
Family, but rather respected them.

It was a good sample of good Family couples
and children out there that are living for the
Lord, are close to the teachings and close to
Mama and Peter. Even though these are not
Third World missionary fields, they showed good
fruit and had “good moral values,” as our
academic friend said. Going to Western Europe,
I would have expected more peripheral
situations, maybe more worldliness or rebellion
among the teens, but it was significantly absent.
It shows once again that closeness to the Lord
and obedience in following the Word determines
your fruitfulness and your fruit—not necessarily
the place you live.

[Teenagers at 50]
Steven and Tabitha, Japan: We are both

over 50 but feel just like teenagers when it
comes to God’s love for us.

The Lord gave us in prophecy a message of
great hope as well as warning, entitled “The
World Is in a Mess.” We laid out this message
on two sides of an A6 size flier to get it out en
masse on the streets of Tokyo. The Lord helped
us to get it translated into five languages
(Japanese, English, Chinese, Korean and Farsi)
so that we can effectively reach as many people
as possible in this city. The message warns about
the Antichrist and his 666 computerization of
the world, and ends with a salvation prayer.

Recently a woman’s magazine in Tokyo did a
one-page article on us, calling us the “anti-stress
missionaries.” Using that theme we advertise
weekly in the “Tokyo classified” magazine under
the “help and support” column the following ad:
“Alleviate stress. Learn the art of forgiveness in
your life. Call Steven and Teiko.” We also hand
out fliers to those who talk to us on the streets,
inviting people to attend our weekly classes on
this topic. The response is very encouraging.

About a month back I, Steven, suffered a
heart attack, and it looked like it was going to
stop us from getting out anymore, as I was laid
up for six days. But the Lord told me in

prophecy on the seventh day, that if I would get
up and get it out, He would heal me. Tabitha too
had become weakened, but the Lord told her
three times on that same morning, “He giveth
power to the faint.” She received this before I
shared with her the prophecy I had gotten. So
thank the Lord, that’s just what we have done.
We’ve gotten up and gone out every day since
then and we’ve had no problem. Thank God for
His precious promises and healing power.

[Dental camp]
Beth (20), India: Picture the setting – a

team of 15 dentists, Hosanna, Rahul (26), a
lady principal, a lady nurse, a lady teacher, Tim
(24), Kylie (19) and me. It all started with a
desire to do more CTPs in Bangalore (our
hometown), so we began praying that the Lord
would open the doors and show us what to do.
Being in India, there are a million and one CTPs
we could be doing, so it takes divine guidance to
know where to start. We got in contact with
someone who runs a school for slum kids and
started going there regularly, helping to get
school and health needs sponsored.

Then one day Tim was out witnessing and he
met some guys who were in their last year of
dental college and they got all inspired about
doing something for these slum kids. Not only
that—these guys were real interested in doing
more with their lives and had a sincere desire to
hear what he had to tell them! Slowly but
surely it all came together.

At both schools all the kids got their teeth
checked and cleaned. They received their own
toothbrushes and toothpaste, as well as a class
about care for their teeth. We wrote the
children’s information on a card (name,
address, etc.). The dentists would write on the
back of the card whether the child needed
special care for their teeth, and they would then
be given free care at the hospital.

Almost 500 kids had their teeth checked
and got free supplies. It was a beautiful
experience to do this project and we will be
doing more, especially follow-up on the kids
who need more extensive help.

[Receptivity through music]
Andy and Joy, China: Picture forty Chinese

teens (aged 16-19) learning to sing “Wonderful”
from the tape Christmas Beat. They did pretty
well, too! I’ve been teaching these teens English
part–time, and have had the freedom to do pretty
much whatever I like, which has opened the door
for me to feed them with a lot of Family materials

and songs. They love the English singing classes
and especially the feeding lyrics and beat of the
songs. Even the overseer for this particular class,
as well as for my teaching, recently said: “I wish
you would inform me before teaching these songs
in class. I love to hear them too and want to come
and learn!”

[Letting them connect]
Joanna d’Arc, Brazil: When I started reading

“Tapping in Together” (GN 795), I was thrilled
as I could picture myself in the vision Jesus had
about a mother. I was eager to give it a try. I got
my eleven-year-old girl and started reading to
her. In spite of all my excitement, all she would
say was “ifs,” “buts” and “so whats.”

But our story doesn’t end here, as some-
thing inside me was telling me not to give up.
Finally the three kids agreed that I should
receive prophecies for each of them, which I did
that night when I was putting them to sleep.
The following morning they all were eager to
“hear from the Lord,” and I could see how
each tried to apply what the Lord had said.

My oldest girl had been putting on a
“doubting” appearance, but the next time they
were giving me a hard time and I cut out their
computer fun time in the evening, she was the
first one to ask if we could hear what the Lord
had to say about it, as she thought it was
unfair. Even though the Lord was clear about
the need to chasten them, He gave a possibility
to start anew as long as they were seriously
willing to make a commitment to follow closer.
Paul overheard my son at get-out telling his
sister how the Lord had forgiven them and
given them a second chance!

It wasn’t me and them anymore but a
special personal link with Jesus! We still have a
long ways to go, but I’m sold out on hearing
from the Lord with my children, and am super
thankful for His simple and loving solutions.

[Interactive Charter dream]
Mercy, Lithuania: I had a funny dream.

Someone had made the Charter into a
computer program called “The Interactive
Charter.” It was like a game where you would
see everyday scenes of life in the Family. The
player had to spot when someone broke a
Charter rule and “click” on them. Ha! It was a
fun way to learn. There were scenes where
someone was breaking a rule, but the player
didn’t notice because it wasn’t one of the “jot-
and-tittle” rules, like the coffee rule, for
example, but it was a weightier one such as
living in harmony, etc.

Lord help us, we can get accustomed to
unloving words and acts, and not realize we are
breaking the Charter rules just as much as with
the more “showy” sins. It was convicting and
made me see how all the rules need
to be kept—not only the easy
outward ones but especially the
inner ones of attitude and heart. �
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���� (25, Italian) joined in Italy in October.
���� (29, Russian) joined in Russia in Octo-
ber.
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Movies Rated for Junior Teens and Up

SIEGE, THE (1998)
Denzel Washington, Annette Bening, Bruce
Willis

Action drama set in New York City, where
various government operatives vie to bring an
end to a wave of violent terrorist attacks.

Movies Rated for OCs and Up

CHRISTMAS BOX, THE (1995)
Maureen O’Hara, Richard Thomas

Character study/drama about a couple
and their daughter who move into a huge
mansion as caretakers. As Christmas ap-
proaches, the workaholic father is disturbed
by a strange, recurring dream.

Movies Rated for YCs and Up

CHARLIE BROWN CHRISTMAS, A (1965)
Animated (30 minutes)

Charlie Brown is fed up with the commer-
cialization of the Christmas season. Some of
the children’s negative attitudes could be
pointed out and discussed with young view-
ers.

Non-Recommended Movies

SUICIDE KINGS (Christopher Walken, Den-
nis Leary; 1998)

Siege, The

���������	
��
� There’s quite a bit of propa-
ganda in this movie, a bit of an AC agenda, poking
the finger at the bad guy of the day and in so
doing, giving the impression that all Muslims are
terrorists. It’s a shame how they’ve always got some
group they want to gang up on and give out their
hateful message about. But there is also an anti-
AC control type of message, which is good.

It’s gonna make a lot of people think. It’s
almost a type of portrayal of the AC govern-
ment, and how it could arise.—Very simplisti-
cally of course, and only one side of what will
in reality be a very complex situation. But this is
not just a dream or some far-fetched Holly-
wood thing, it’s really going to happen with the
AC, and it’s going to be just that out of con-
trol—and worse! Except we’re the ones that
are going to be targeted, and anyone who goes
against them and their evil system. So it’s inter-
esting in that way, to see just how easily it could
happen—in the twinkling of an eye! So don’t
be caught unawares! Be prepared! It’s later than
you think! ��������������������������

Christmas Box

�����������	
��
� The real meaning of Christ-
mas! This is a wonderful, helping, healing mes-
sage of a movie, a real sweet little parable story
that’s captured the true spirit of Christmas—
giving love to another, taking time to care and

to share, and exchanging those things that are
truly important for those that don’t really mat-
ter at all. Merry Christmas to all of you, My
wonderful children!—May this movie convict
your hearts also to seek out those lonely ones
who need you all the more at this special time
of the year! ����������������������������

A Charlie Brown Christmas

����� ����	
��
� This film has a sweet mes-
sage, the kind that I would have liked when I
was a kid. It’s a pity that the kids’ samples aren’t
the best, but in a way those kinds of things can
make our kids even more thankful for the love
and care and support they get from their friends
and family. It’s important when showing mov-
ies to kids that you don’t just leave them to
watch it on their own, but that you’re sitting
there with them; then you can be on guard to
catch things like this, and explain to them what
are good things and good lessons to learn, and
which things are bad samples and what they
shouldn’t copy. The younger they are, the more
important it is that they have that training in
choosing the good and eschewing the evil. ����
����������������������
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Josiah: One time I visited the Folks’ Home

for some re-training and re-tooling. At that
time dear Dad would have his tea in the
afternoon around five o’ clock. Some of the
staff would go and sit down with him, to relax
with him and keep him company for an hour or
so. We would meet with Dad in another
building on the property, which was quite
rustic and not actually fit for living. But Dad
liked it as it was very simple and was a change
of scenery from his workplace.

He had a little routine of preparing
everything, getting the water warmed up, etc.,
as we’d sit down to have our tea, usually
herbal non-caffinated tea. The thing that
amazed me was how frugal and austere Dad
was, even while just having tea. He had a few
bowls on the table with used tea bags in them.
In one of the bowls were the tea bags that had
been used only once, and in another bowl were
those that had been used a couple of times. In
yet another bowl were the ones that had been
used four or five times already. If this was
your first cup of tea that day, you could choose
a tea bag that was a little stronger. But if you
were having your second or third cup, you
would go for the much weaker tea bags. That
way Dad would open up only one or at the
most, two tea bags for the five or six of us
who were having tea with him.

I was really impressed with not only how
simple and humble that little house was, but
also by how Dad would abide by these golden
rules of frugality, simplicity and austerity. I
knew that it wasn’t a show, it was just his way
of life. You could tell it was part of Dad’s
lifelong principle of not wasting even as much
as a tea bag that might still have a tiny bit of
flavor in it.

Teddy: One day, Dad and I were working on
beautifying our little back yard fishpond. We
had made it a project to decorate and improve
it during Dad’s get-outs. It was a cozy,
relaxing spot, surrounded by greenery and a
set of lawn furniture. Finally, we added our
crowning creation—a beautiful, imitation
bronze statue of a man holding a baby, which
we had purchased used for only a few dollars.
It could have been a representation of any one
of  many saints, but after discussing it, we
agreed that, to us, it would represent Joseph
and baby Jesus.

Dad was directing the work as we set it up
on a pedestal in the middle of the pond. To
prevent a fall, we had secured it with fishing
line. The job went well and we were admiring
our handiwork, when all of a sudden, while
getting out of the pool, I tripped on one of the
fishing lines. To my horror I saw poor Joseph

and Jesus plunge headfirst into the
pond. How could I be so clumsy
and careless? How disap-
pointed Dad must be.

As I was retrieving the
submerged “victims,” I was
silently praying for the Lord to
prepare me for some construc-
tive criticism. To add to my
dismay, I noticed that Joseph
had been decapitated. It was a
sad sight. I was under convic-
tion, in a speechless stupor, when
seemingly beyond my control, I said:
“Maybe it was John the Baptist!” I
could hardly believe I said that, seeing the
moment was rather somber—I certainly
didn’t intend to make light of the situation.
Dad thought that it was very funny and
started to laugh—whew, was I relieved!
Some spirit with a good sense of humor had
given me those words, fitly spoken.

I was able to mend Joseph—he was as
good as new again—and we successfully set
the statue in the middle of the pond.

Sharon (Sara Davidito): Dad had no
qualms about calling a spade a spade,
exposing any evil around, which sometimes
would really break our bottles. For example,
there was one major disco on the island of
Tenerife that Dad was interested in trying
out, though he normally witnessed in the
more adult-type nightclubs. So Dad took a
team of myself, Alf, Maria and Timothy to
the “Blue Heaven” disco.

As soon as we entered the disco it was
nothing but blaring, loud music and wall-to-
wall people. You could not only barely see
what was going on, but you couldn’t even
hear the person talking next to you. It was
impossible to witness in such a place! Dad
walked through the disco and located a table
in the back and sat and prayed about what to
do. He then concluded after prayer, “This
place is hell! These poor kids are never going
to find Jesus in here. We need to warn them
to get out of here. Let’s go tell them so!”

And off Dad goes to tap the people
dancing on the shoulder and to say in their
ear in Spanish, “This is Hell! You’ve got to
get out! Meet us outside.” We were shocked
that Dad was going to go person-to-person
and warn everybody with this very true
message. But person to person he went,
tapping them on the shoulder and he looked
around to see if we were doing the same. So
we all joined in and went all throughout the
dance floor warning people to get out of
there, and that we’d be outside afterwards if

they wanted to talk.
Sure enough, afterwards, Alf and

I had a little flock of a sweet young
people to witness to who had been
lured out of that hell-hole and
were eager to hear what we had
to say. “My sheep hear My voice
and I know them and they follow
Me.”

Gabe: Another time I was
working with Dad on a project. He

had a portable TV on top of his video
machine and he wanted to raise the TV

so that there was a space for ventilation
between the TV and the video machine. To do
this he needed a couple of boards of specific
lengths to elevate the TV.

I said, “I’ll go cut you a piece.” But he
said, “Well, go look in the wood pile. Often
times when we need something, the Lord has
it there.” So I went there, and sure enough,
there were a couple of pieces of wood the
exact size that he was requesting. He said,
“Yes, I figured there would be, because often
when there’s a need, the Lord has the answer
right nearby.”

Joseph Reader: Dad believed in good
vigorous get-out for everyone. If there was a
timely building project that required a lot of
manpower, he would sometimes come around
and call out, “All right, boys, all hands on
deck!” rallying us to paint, varnish, sand, dig,
pour concrete, move furniture, etc. He’d say,
“You paper pushers need more exercise!”

Once when I was working hard to move
some rocks in a hot, tropical location, and
having a struggle with them, Dad was looking
on, and said, “Imagine the poor laborers and
workers who have to do this sort of thing all
day, and just get a few pennies for doing it.”
(Whenever such poor outside workers did
something for Dad, he always believed in
paying them much more than the going rate,
and he made sure they got a good witness as
well.)

Later he told me, “Son, I’ll tell you what
my father once told me: You’re going to have
to make your living by your brains, not your
brawn!” Ha!

Gabe: One time when traveling with Dad,
Amy, Dad, Mama and myself were tempo-
rarily in a one-bedroom apartment. Because it
was a one-bedroom apartment, of course, the
folks had the bedroom and Amy and I slept in
the living room. Dad was very concerned that
we had some privacy, so he had the idea of
pitching a little pup tent in the small living
room. Being the iconoclast and non-conform-
ist that Dad is, he was more concerned about
how to help us have our privacy
than what the pup tent looked
like in the middle of the living
room! �
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Jotham and Tender (Japan), Peace (ASCRO), Abi
(EURCRO), Paul Volunteer (Russia), Marie (ASCRO),
Jonathan (of Sarah, Japan), Tim (Portugal).
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Grapes

Can parents still have time for sex? How do busy people manage their time?
How safe is ultrasound exposure?—All this and more in END #12!
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A great big thank you to Peter and
Sara in the Houston area for their
help and support of the work in
Guatemala, as well as to Francis and
the Charlotte Home in North Carolina
for your financial help.  Since
Hurricane Mitch things have been a
bit “unstable” in the country, and the
Homes’ need for outside help has
increased due to the great vacuum for
CTP projects the hurricane has
created. So your letters of encourage-
ment and pledged support have meant
so, so much to them! GBY!
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While on a follow-up/OR trip to
England, I was staying at Andrew and
Joanna’s Home. They were so sweet
and even gave a donation for the field
when I left. It made me cry to receive
their help and to see a family living
frugally so they can help missionaries
on the field and still go witnessing as
well.
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Chris and Tabitha, your names and
the names of your seven kids deserve
to be put under shining lights—for
being the only Family Home in
Norway! God bless you for being so
faithful to stick to your job for the
Lord. It’s such a hard country to live
in with only a few friends to help you,
yet you’re continuing on through it
all!
���
������������������������������

We would like to thank all the
Homes in Hungary and Romania that
received us so kindly and helped us
during our SWIFT this summer. We
couldn’t have done it without you. We
keep you in our prayers. Please keep
in touch.
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To all our dear friends: Pedro, Joy,
Iris, Nora, Cristal, John, Angel,
Eman and all the young and old from
the Media Home. Also Joao, Rute,
French Sarah, Samuelito, Paulo,
Cristina, Filipe and Betania: A million
thanks would not be enough to
express our gratitude for all the love
these dear folks gave us and our
children during four years of happy
service for our King Jesus! We love
you, dear Brasilia Family! After being
with you we truly felt: “Oh, how good
and how pleasant it is for the brethren
to dwell together in unity!” We love
you with special love, you are it! Keep
it up!
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Can a little child make feelings of jealousy disappear? Read the
fascinating stories from beyond in “The Fruits of Jealousy,”

FSM 335.
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[My 17-year-old daughter]
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[Unloving attitudes]
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[Notifying incomees]
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Oasis of Love
(Loving Jesus #5)
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Want AdLove Lines #6 notice
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“Hey, you! Stay where you are!” I turned to see a soldier running my way
with his machine gun in his hand.”—Read what happens to Jo in

“Liberia—The Forgotten War,” FSM 336.
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wasn’t

that funny

when the

guy said...

and

then she

says...

so he puts

on his hat

and says...

and

then she

says...

excuse me, but

are you guys

reviewing MOVIE

QUOTES?

i’ve got

one for

you...

THE

END!


