
Stops Acting <* Starts Living For Jesus 
Trom Shelly; Puerto Rico: 

IT'S RATHER HARD TO PAINT 
AM ACCURATE PICTURE or MY 
CHILDHOOD. Until I was 9 I 
lived a very typical life 
in suburbia. My father was 
a rising executive ( we 
moved a number of times 
when he was promoted. 

WHEN I WAS 9 MY MOTHER 
DIED VERY SUDDENLY, t all 
at once our lives crumbled 
around us. We (with my 2 
brothers ( 1 sister) had 
lived in a world where my 
mother raised us, I my poor 
sweet father just didn't 
know what to do with us 
after she died. 

THIS WAS AN EXTREMELY Dif
ficult period In my life 
that definitely set me apart 
from all that I had once 
felt secure with. I renum
ber really turning towards 
the Lord at this time in 
absolute desperation. 

•- MY FATHER'S MOTHER CAME 
tTO LIVE WITH US TOR JUST 
^ONE YEAR, then she too died. 
This was a very difficult 
t ime as she was a very hard 
dictatorial type person t 
it was hard for us to ad
just to her strict ways. 

AfTER SHE DIED I WAS SENT 
TO A CATHOLIC BOARDING 
SCHOOL IN BOSTON. My sister 
was sent to my aunt's house 
( mv brothers sent away to 
another school. At this 
time my favourite grand
father died, but I was al
most too numb to feel bad. 

THT.N WY SISTER t I CAME 
BACK HOME TOR AWHILE, but 
we were not always the 
easiest children to care 
for. We went thru lx house
keepers in 2 years. Ha! 

IN THE 10TH GRADE I WAS 
AGAIN SENT TO A CATHOLIC 
BOARDING SCHOOL FOR GIRLS. 
At the first news of this 
I was very upset, but after 
realising that there was 
nothing 1 could do 1 decid-
•d w really try. The first 
tmaittr 1 worVed day I 

night. It was a very hard 
school, & when my first 
term grades were not as 
spectacular as I had hoped, 
I just fell apart. I was 
already pretty unstable t 
that just did it. There 
just didn't seem to be any
thing in life worth living 
for. Of course I was seeing 
a psychiatrist during this 
period, but it didn't help. 

DURING THIS PERIOD THE 
ONLY THING THAT KEPT ME CO
INS WA.S, SOHE CfcOSE fRjENpg 
in another town who had a 
band, and I was the lead 
singer. I really loved it, 
I it really helped see me 
through. 

BESIDES HAVING THE BAND. 
I ALWAYS BELIEVED IN GOD. 
Up till then I had rarely 
ever missed church In my 
whole life, although I was 
becoming more i more dis
illusioned with that too. 
Although I loved God, I 
couldn't understand why it 
was all so formal t that if 
I missed church intention-r 
ally a lightning bolt was 
soon to hit me. So one day 
I decided It was time to 
try it l see. This was def

initely the and of one life 
& the beginning of another. 

I DO REMEMBER CLEARLY 
s+ THOUGH THAT ONE NIGHT I PES-

PERATELY CRIED OUT TOR THE 
LORD TO TAKE HV LirE. that 
I didn't want to live any
more. I guess right then He 
did take it, but not nec
essarily tha way I had 
planned. 

BT THE TIME I wft? TO W 
orr TO COLLEGE I WAS so 
CONFUSED, depressed, dis
illusioned with life that 
I moved into the city. A 
friend told me that the 
musical "Hair" was audi
tioning people for the 
show ( said that I should 
try out, I figured it would 
be good for experience in 
the future, but it never oc
curred to me that I would 
make it. 

MY EXPERIENCE IN "HAIR" 
CHANGED MY LIFE. Here I was 
a young idealistic hippy in 
a show about the same. I 
was amazed to find out that 
the majority of the people 
in the show didn't believe 
in the show's message at all. 
They were only there for en
tertainment or artistic sake, 
just for the money or their 
own self-fulfillment. I be
came more t more discouraged 
because I wsnted to sing 
about things I really be
lieved in, not just some
thing to tickle people's ears. 

CURING THt? PERIOD I WAS 
DOING A LOT Of DRUGS with my 
"friends". I thought I was 
happy for awhile, 6 then I 
found out I was pregnant. 
All of a sudden my so-called 
"friends" weren't so friend
ly. Fverything was fine till 
reality hit. I guess I took 
a leave from "Hair" £ tried 
to figure out what to do. I 
felt so alone with nowhere 
to turn I no one to turn to. 

I REMEMBER PRAYING A LOT 
DURING THIS PERIOD, but al
though I had gone to church 
all my life I really believ-
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ad in God, I never had a 
personal relationship ( I 
didn't know how to get an
swers back. 

I WAS CONPrRwri, wrrsinr T 
BECAME PREGNANT nnRThv; A 
PERI"" when I was doing a 
lot of drugs. Everywhere I 
turned people said, "have 
an abortion". So to make a 
long story short, i went 
against my heart ( had one. 

t ahow Be the way ( tha 
truth. 

IT NEVER OCCURRED TO ME 
AT THE TIME TO STAY WITH 
THEM, so H a returned to tha 
place wa had been living 
previoualy. There was one 
girl ( myself who really 
started reading the Bible 
t became increasingly 
mora t more hungry for 
the Truth. We realised 

€ everything went wrong. The that we needed a Shepherd, 
System always has such quick as ws fait so alons, Wa 
solutions to problems, but 
then it often caosas another 
problem, like in the case of 
living with yourself after
ward, A few months later I 
ended up in the hospital 
from complications both in 
my body ( in my heart. 

AFTEr, I REGAINED SOME 

wanted to find thia "family'' 
that had told ua abeut Jesus. 

WE HEARD THAT THERE WAS 
GOING TO BE A BIG "JESUS 
CONVENTION" in Dallas called 
Expo '72, { we figured that 
this family might be there 
somewhere. So we drove 2000 
miles to find them. The 

HEALTH. I moved from the city first thing wa found in 
to the country to find what- Dallas waa a nawspaper with 
ever it was I was looking an article about the Family's 
for. I had totally stopped coffee house on the out-
any singing I had been doing skirts of the convention, 
becauae I had nothing left We went right over, t I felt 

track a number of times with 
this idea. Sincere, but sin
cerely wrong I guess! 

I ALWAYS NEED TO GET MY 
NOSE RUBBED IN BEfORE I CAN 
SEE THE TRUTH. Obviously, 
God's way of getting the 
massage out thru music is 
not in soma big flashy way, 
but simply ( naturally thru 
our sample of living to
gether, which is what gives 
our music meaning. 

NOW THE LORD HAS NOT ONLY 
GIVEN ME A NEW TAMILY. He 
put a new song in my heart 
» something at long last to 
sing about. 
WHILE I WAS IN EUROPE 

WITH THE FAMILY- ' »*< "V 
husband. Now together with 
our S children we're help
ing "Music with Meaning", 
spreading the message of 
God's love to the rest of 
the world His way, not ours! 

to sing about. 
THE PEOPLE I MET IN THE 

COUNTRY THOUGHT THEY WERE 
SO "AWARE". They thought 
clean air, health food, 
surfing, meditating ( dope 
were the answer. I became 
more f more depressed, as 
I was running out of ways 
to turn. 

ONE DAY ALL THESE "NEW 
rRIENDS" i MYSELf DROPPED 
EVERYTHING WE WERE DOING 
i decided to travel the 
country for awhile. This 
trip just further exposed 
the hyprocrisy of their 
beliefs I was just totally 
discouraging. 

ON THE WAY BACK rROM THIS 
TRIP we met some people in 
the Family in Albuquerque, 
New Mexico who told us about 
Jesus. There was one girl 
that had such a peace on 
her face—the very peace 
that I was trying to find 
to end this turmoil £ con
fusion that had been going 
on in my heart for so many 
years. I 
nigh 

lly 

so wonderfully overwhelmed 
by the fact that these peo
ple were not just talking 
about what they believed, 
but they were living it. 

RIGHT THEN I KNEW I WOULD 
JOIN, but I gueas I had a 
few things I needed to learn 
still. I tried college for 
awhile, then went to Europe, 
all this just to find that 
serving Jesus was the only 
way that I would ever find,' 
happiness. 

I DISTINCTLY REMEMBER TH,E 
FIRST NIGHT LIVING WITH THE 
FAMILY. I had the most beau
tiful I peaceful dreams like 
I was at home at last. 

OF COURSE JOINING THE TAM-
ILY WAS NOT THE END. I've 
been involved in a number 
of projects related to re
cording music thru the Sys
tem. I guess for the longest 
time I felt that if one of 
our songs were a hit we 
could not only support our 
aalvem but get our maaaage 
out too. Thia sound's right 
on paper, but It aura doaa 
not work in raaltty. I'll 
mdmrt that I got way off 
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