Friends Death Brings Dawn of New Life

A YOUNG LIFE FILLED WITH HEARTBREAX UNTIL JESIS GAVE A REASON TO LIVE!

From Endurath; At MWM:

1855 in Brunawick, Georgia,
£ at about the age of 3 we
moved to Florida where I
remained to live until the
age of 18, My family would
probably be conaidered up-
per middle class.

RIED & left home at a young
age, so I was laft as the
only child. My family were
Baptists, so In my younger
years we ¥ent to Sunday
school £ church regularly.
I was a good student & made
Eood grades & was consider-
ed to be a real good girl.
P s My par-
ents started having marriage
problems which were followed -
by a sad & miserable year &
finally resulted in my
father leaving us £ my
mother having serious emo=-
tional problems for ancther
= year. She was so broken
hurt that she remained in
bed erying mest of the time,
Because of this, our life
took a funny twiast as I be-
came more like the mother
& she more like the child.
1 began keeping house, cook-
ing & taking care of her.
AFTER SCHOOL MY MOTHER
WOULD ALM,
REMAIN HOME with her so she
wouldn't be alone, I felt
so sorry For her, but after
a while I began to reseunt
the fact that I had to al-
ways stay at home instead
of being with my friends.
THEN ONE SUNDAY I WAS

EEELING SO BROKEN BY EVERY
THING £ not really under-
standing what was happening
in my life--as I wanted so
much just to be a child &
be free £ be like all my
other friends & not have
this burden to carry--se I
decided to go to church, as
1 felt that maybe it would
help me somehow,

THIS SUNDAY WAS SO DIFFER-
ENT FOR ME from the rest, as

E :
Lovely Endureth dressed for
a MWM video performance.

this time I really listened
to the sermon that was given
£ was really desperately
crying eut to the Lerd to
help me, At the end of the
service they asked if any-
ene wanted to recelve Jesus
inte his heart. I had the
definite feeling that if I
really wanted my life to
change that this was my
chance & that I needed to
do it now.

EW _THAT ONLY THE LORD
COULD HELF WY SITUATION. I
ran up te the front of the
church, already in tears, &
told the preacher that I
wanted very badly to have
Jesus in my heart! After we
prayed I had the most beau-
tiful & peaceful feeling! I
was so happy! I knew that I
didn't have to worry any-
more; Jesus was going to
take care of things & things
were poinpg to change!

WELL, FROM THEN ON THINGS
DID BEGIN TO CHANGE, & I
began to be happier & really
started encouraging my moth-
er to forget about the past
& start living each day. She
slowly began to be up and
around more, & because of
Financial problems she por

a job, thus becoming involv-
ed with other peopls,

THIS, T had a real deep love
for the Lord £ knew some-
thing special was going to
happen in my life because
of Him,

THERE WAS QUITE A LOT OF
DRUGS GOTHG AROUND AT THAT
TIME, so at the age of 13
1 began smoking pot, & a
year or sc later I began
deing somewhat harder drugs.

L]

I saw a boy whe I kind of
knew but hadn't seen for a
long time. He told me how
he had joined this Ffamily
& how they really loved &
served Jesus full time. I
knew immediately that this
family that he was telling
me about was exactly what
I wanted £ had been waiting
for. He shared the Bible
with me, § for the first
time I really began to un-
derstand it. It was like it
suddenly came alive, Tt was
beautiful § I was thrilled!
1 told him that I wanted to
go b join this family right
avay.

R VERY CLOSE T
MY MOTHER during this time,
£ she was like a friend to
me, £ I had shared often
with her about this love I
had for Jeaus & this desire
to serve Him, I thought she
would understand why I want-
ed to join this family, but
her reaction was not at all
like I had expected, She
really got upset [ said she
was going to call my father
to talk to me, Well, she
did, E he really threataned
me, saying how I was under
age(17) & how he would have
me brought back & would
hurt this family that I wa.
telling him about.

HE SAID THAT WHEM 1 TURN-
ED 18, legal ape, then I
could do whatever T wanted.
I wies 5= beokes-hegerei [

A Communist Puts God To The Test!

JAVING TRAVELLED TO RUSSIA IN SEARCH OF TRUTH, SIF FOUND IT IN I

From Marianne; At MWM:
W,

1 1
R in a family of
teachers. My Father taught
math, my mother English,
my grandparents were head-
masters of a school, and
sjsters, uncles, aunts,
k cousins all seemed to
prul up in the teaching

career.
4] M ! »
1 WANTS FROM
PALESTINE £ R were

poor tailors who ulued_
education highly & sacri-
ficed all they had so
their daughter could study
i become a teacher.

L50 LOVED BOOKS A
STUDYING, & enjoyed very
much my school years. 1
had friends, all comforts
of an upper middle class

,uhems, parents who were very

;-mderstanding. altogether

WGan easy youth--though it
was partly spoiled by the
constant tensions & discord
betwean my father & mother.

'Y FATHER WAS A BRILLIAN
It}

IT THE Y TOP SC
IN_FRANCE, studied to be-
come a dentist as a second
job, & still at the age of
50 holds 3 teaching jobs
consecutively. Being an
jdealist, he was one of the
first to join the resistance
against Germany, & after the
war he remained a local
Leader of the Communist
Party.

S

T Ol =
5T ¥ t £ was deter-
mined to become a French
teacher in the USSR, as I
loved studving Russian. At
the age of 16 I took a
apecial holiday in Hnscc‘m.
expecting to find there
some sort of a "lost paras
dise", dynamic, en-fire
youth not corrupted by
"potite bourgecisie” ideals,
a pedple Fulfilled by serv-

JO

working
side by side with something
t

communism lacks--Love!

Faul & Marianne,

ing & building the "great
cause”.

RELAND THRU PRAYER!
build a better world & shar-
ing "from each according to
his ability & to each accord-
ing to his need." But some-
thing in the theory was
missing; it didn't seem to
breed this freedom, truth,
happiness & fulfillment

that it promised to give.

THIS LED ME STRAIGHT TQ

MAY '6B " "
in which I took an active
part, helping organise &
reform my scheosl. But I was
soon disillusiencd again by
all the hot air, laux of
direction & complete divi-
sion among all the social-
{st, Marxist & other groups.
This Flame of idealism &
genuine desire for a change
soon died for lack of unity
& common vision.

TILL THEN 1 QUITE OFTEN
DISCUSSED ABOUT THE EXIST-
ENCE OF GOD with my believ-
ing friends, but, 'hgving
no religious education at
all, Ged remained very much
an abstract idea, God seem=-
#d to be such a remote &
dead entity, & my visiting

I_WAS HIGHLY DISAPPOINTED, a few churches occasionally

as the young people I met
zeemed starved for Western

goods, very little interest-

ed by the "great communist
ecause”. On the contrary,

they were eaper to find

some hipher & deeper values
to Fill
with, T
so much
lack of
to find
losking

was shocked to see
fear, competition,
trust & happiness,
s0 many pacple
unful Filled.

M _
cov THAT MY F. R
ABSENCE FROM HOME was not
as heroic as we had figured
but he was living a rather

adventurous 1ife on the side.

What hurt me about it was

all the hush & hypocrisy of

hiding it for se long. All

this combined gave a seri-

pus blow to my Marxist !’qit
I still agreed with the i
of helping each other to

their lives & hearts

did not help to show me any
sign of His life.
1 WAS LONGING FOR SOME-
THING
QN, but couldn't find it.
1 started to attend a high-
er school of education to
become an English teacher,
and after a year I joined
an international work camp &
spent my summer with a group
of students ipstalling water
pipes in a small fishing
village of a remote island
ten miles north of the
coast of Ireland.

. AFTER ALL THESE YEARS
AMONGST THE DRAINTNG LEFI;
WING INTLLLECTUALS OF PARIS,
it was so refreshing to be

amongst these beautiful
simple fishermen & their
familjes who lived so far
h. from the rest of the world

dea but had such faith in God

& His love.

DURING THIS TIME I SHARED
HITH HIM EVERYTHING THAT |
:ﬁﬁg;‘l!:o’ DB'QQEII“EG LORS

just could hardly bare the
fact of waiting another
year for something that I
felt 1 had already waited
my whole life for, But I
knew my father was serious,
so I preparsd my heart to
wait 1 more year,

KING B, NOW,
the Lord really used that
year to break me even more.
It was a real fight a lot
of the time. Only His Werd

kept me going.

YEAR while at a rock con-
cert, one of my girlfriends
started saying how she
couldn't feel her hands §
other parts of her bedy,

At the time we all thought
it was probably just from
all the drugs she had dene,
but the next day we received
a call from her mother who
said that she was in the
hospital £ was serlously
ill. She had a brain tumour
& died within two days.

A A
ALL OF US, & I knew the
Lord was trying to speak
to me thru this, I felt
that He was telling me to
witness. Even though 1
was growing closer to Him,
I hadn't begun to share
with others His love. Here
was a girl that I loved so
much, £ now she was gone &

I never shared with her the
truth the Lord had shown me.
I_NOW ONLY HAD A FEW MORE
HONTHS BEFORE I WAS TO TURN
18. While out one evening
I met a boy about 23 years
old £ his name was Rick. I
had had boyfriends before,
but had always kept my dis-
tance emotionally--I guess
n_rith Rick I fell intensely
in love & somehow had this
perfect peace knowing that
he was different, & I did
not have the fear of heing

hurt anymore. This was a in

g she asked me to pray,
very unusual Nlationship. £ I prayed that the Eorg
as from start to finish it  would please allow Rick to
enly lasted two weeks, live. After my prayer she

T
b

why I had cried all night,

L WAS So UPSET. H§§N I @I
THERE § WAS SO SHOCKED 70

EIND HIS MOTHER sitting
such a peace on her face

arms, Rick had told me that
his mother really loved the
Lord, but I was not to know
?Im- much until the follow-
ing days that we were to
spend together,

ﬂgﬂ_ﬁ that I spent at the
hospital with his mother,
she talked with me about
the Lord & read to me from
the Bible. Once when pray-

He never said much, but
somehow I just knew that
he really understood & felt
the same, Ha had been doing
hard druge when we first
mat, but after sharing toe
gether he decided to stop.

ERIENDSHIP WAS GROWING MORE
R .+ But
one avening his friend
tried very hard to convince
Rick to do some drugs with
him. Rick said no, but his
friend finally talked him
into it. It turned out that
whatever it was that they
gave him was not what it
was supposed to be but was
some type of poison.
K bi STON:
» £ they rushed
him to the hospital. His
heart had already stopped
beating when they arrived,
but the doctors put him on
a machine to make his heart
beat again., His mother call-
ed me in the morning & ask-
ed me to come to the hospi-
tal. Almost the entire night
I had been crying, but T
didn't know why; it was a
feeling that overcame me.
Then, arriving at the hos-
pital I realised the reasen

W,
there so calmly. She had

that I just fell into her

FOR THE NEX ¥ i

old me that maybe it would
e best if we just praved -

- for the Lord fo hawe Siy

RE 1 MET B
MUSICIAN who had a real
confidence that God & His
message in the Bible were
the only thing which could
help us change the world.
Those few months left an
unforgetable mark in my
heart, & although I had to

return to complete my teach-

ing course, we continued to
correspond § discuss our
respective faiths,

HOPING TO PROVE THE BIBLE

E s I started for
the first time in my life
to read the New Testament.
Never did a book have such
a powerful effect on mel--
1 couldn't believe its com-
tants; it preached such
beautiful ethics, but it
troubled mel

WITH MY NEW DEGREE, I
took a job as a French as-
sistant teacher in Scotland
& was For the first time
confronted with teenagers
searching for answers about
life, & T had no answers
to their real questions.

AT THAT POINT MY IRISH
[RIEND whom I dearly loved
had a real experience of
meeting the Lord personally
£ decided to Forsake all
to follow Jesus & preach
the Gospel, He first trav-
elled all the way to Aber-
deen in the north of Scot-
land to share with me this
new experience of faith.

[ COULD SEE HE WAS A
CHAKGED CREATURE--He had

some sort of power &
strength £ light that I
had not seen before in him,
and although I could not
accept it, 1 knew that he
was now determined to serve
Him with or without me. As
I refused it completely, he
left me with these 2 scrip-
tures to remember, John 3:1
& Rev, 3:20, so I too could
personally put God to the
test to see whether His
promises were true or not.
v Y GREAT
IDEAS, but this message of
Christ was something so
different, it had to be

Marianne boldly holding
forth the Words of 1life,

received by faith, enough
to give Him a chance once.
So I decided to "test God",
& I said the first prayer
of my life, telling God
that if Rev. 3:20 was true,
1 was asking Jesus to come
into my heart to prove to
me if He was real & really
there. And sure encugh,
something within was def-
initely not the same, &
many of God's little mir-
acles started to happen
each time my faith gquivered.

N_THE WHICH HA!
SEEMED 50 CILOSED % Ez EEH’

STARTED TO TAKE LIFE &

HLCANING! An inmer peace &
confidence began to grow

in me! It was the beginning
of a brand new life which
became more exciting each
day, with new meaning and
purpose. I started tn see
God's beautiful desipn for
my life; at last I had
found the Truth thru Jesus,
His Son, & I cared for noth=-
ing but to grow in His love
& share it with others,

IT WAS IN 1972, ONLY A
LEW MONTHS AFTER I OPENED
MY HEART TO JESUS, that I

found His place of service
for me. As I was visiting
my Irish friend in Dublin

E we were asking the Lord
what we should do with

our lives, we met this
beautiful Family of Love,
which 1 joined on my birth-
day & have never left since.

]

Word & His Fami.ly.'l
in this wonderful Family
serving Him! It has been
more beautiful than words
cguld ever say & more ful-
filling than I could have
dreamed possible!
Al

H
working in Greece with our
International Music with
Meaning Show. I don't sing
or play the guitar, but 1
help with the children &
JUSt try to be a blessing
where needed. I'm so happy

perfect will., I was so
shocked by this, but could
see the Lord was trying to
teach me & very hard lesson,
5 [T
8o they turned
off the machine. I was hurt,
broken & sad, but T knew
even more than ever that God
was calling me to do some-
thing for Him, to give my
life in His service. When
leaving the funeral, his
mather said to me: "Please
don't let Rick's death be
for nothing, Please do what
you told me you were going
to do. Please serve the Lord
& share with others all the
lessons you've learned from
this!™
LL
W

IL I TURNE

?buut all the Lord had done
in my life & about the new
life 1 was going to live.
Then my mom drove me to
Miami, 5 hours away, £ I
joined the Family there,

WAS
5

YEA
His
'mostill

1M JUST SO THANKFUL NoW

T « I'm now

nservice to Him £ know

there is no place to be
than here with this wonder-
ful Family. T fust pray
that I can do my part in
whatever way to help others
know & feel the mame love
that the Lord has given &
shown to me! I love you!
--Endureth,

They had such gentlenmss,
inner peace & harmony among
themselves, yet real hold-
ness & authority of the
Spirit that I had never seen
in any church or group, &
their love for God & His
Word, their beautiful and
powerful music & dedication
to reach the world with
Jesus' love, won me in spite
of my reservations!

T

HoW, & I've been able to
preach the Gospel in my own
country & several other
countries of Curope, living
the most thrilling £ excit-
ing life T could ever have
dreamt of. He's given me an
inner satisfaction to know
that you have something
real £ solid & eternal to
give to others. And to top
it all, He pgave me a wonder-
ful sweet companion to 1ive
with £ even a soon-to-he-
born little life to care for!

ONE OF THE MOST THRILLINC

ING WORKS WL HAV

DONE has been to help in the
coordination of the MWH
team & to be a part of this
"giant radio & scon TV wave
of witnessing which is swueep-
ing the world like a gigan-
tic ocean breaker.,.with
the Gospeli" PTL!

H CLi WAN 5 -

IN CLOSING, I WANT TO L5
PECTALLY THAMK OUR_PRECIOUS

.
Father David & Maria, for
all they have done for m:
thru their letters of Iife
& love, those Words that
work wonders to the world.
Without them I would have
never found such a thrilling
life of service to Jesus!
THEIR CONSTANT LOYE, GUTD-
ANCE, ENCOURAGEMENT, TAITH-
LUL_TEACHING & WONDERFUL
FAITH have been such a sam-
ple which has kept me geing
for Him & others, & ] will
be ever grateful to them
for this life of love, hap-
piness & fulfillment they
have taught me!
(TYJ! PTL! GBY! It's all Jesus!~
Amen? Without Him we're noth-
ing! TYJUILY!)




