“COD REACHED DOWN & TOUCHED ME?"”’

The Miraculous Life Story of ome of MCV's Musiclama!
Deareat Dad and Maria,

GEY! ILY very muchl My name is Solomon and I was bern in Costa Rica 25 years ago. I
lived there up to the sge of six, when I moved to L.,A., Californis with my parenta., I guesa
[ can start by telling you a bit about my childhood, as it really influenced my lifs, I was
very mich of & bookworm and loved to study, draw, dance, ete., very scholastic, and basie-
ally got along with everyone. 1 always remember loving the Eible., It never falled to fas—
zinate me, but I had & vary Cathollc image of God and really longed to know Him. I am, and
always have been very sensitive, and one incident particularly plsgued my 1ife for many,
many years, When T was five I had a sexual experisnce with & boy who lived next door. Maybe
hecause T was 80 sensitive it caused qulte an impression on me, Tt waan't untll I was &
little older at the age of eight when I realized I had a peculiar liking for men, I worried
when [ realiged how different I was from the others, and it put me through years of worry
and fesr. This fear was greatly embedded in me and caussd ma many moments of angulsh. T
started becoming very disillusioned with the world arcund me at about the age of nine, as I
felt ao much misunderstanding and lack of warmth from cthers. My parents constantly had
parties in which I could sse how ridlculous it all was. I remember thinking how 1 never
wanted to grow up to be 1ilke them, I Just didn't fit in at all. I got up on & chair at one
of thelr lmportant scclal cccasiocns cne time, and told everyone offl I Just felt it was all
a gams and they were not belng sincers at alll

When I turned sleven I started to rebel more and began getting into the "hipple culturs™,
lotting my bair grow and wearing cdd clothes, etc. At thia time [ really began getting
into drugs (LSD & speed), My parents, of course, wera in shock, as I had been up to that
point & very good student, making stralght A's and sklpping grades twice in grammar sctol
bachuse I always got ahead of my clasa, When I waas esight I had alsc atudisd chemistry and

:.Prand'\. and the government had taken lnterest and wanted to put me on a special program,

g{ gueas T had an insatisble desire to Imarn and devoursd books 1ike crazy, Also, Norman
Rockwell, the late American artist, contacted my parents twice and was interssted in having
me a3 one of his atudents, ss T had participited ln several art programa. But my parents
ieclded not to lay too manyfthings on me at one time,

Anyhow, it's understandable they didn’t know what to think of thelr son's sudden
change and rebelllion. At this tlme also I began an affair with one of my male cousina,
ubilch lasted & couple of months, until I met a girl groupis from Hollywood who became my
zirlfriend. This was anothar change, 88 it began to bring Hollywood glitter into my life.
[ whe always so lonely, Surrcunded by sc many, yet so lonely, and I searched and searched
*2 find the reason for our very existence,

S0 [ entered the Hollywcod rock scene and began to go out with quite & few personal-
1tlas, got further lnto drugs and further inte my quest. By this time I had become some-
what of an athelst and very outspoken on the subject, T later discovered that my girl-
friend was a practiclng witch, At this time she was al#n going out with members of the
tnlling Stones, Fod Steward, Alice Cooper, etc. Sometime later I joined her in demonclogy
wd actually began to see demons. [ got very thin and everything becams very strange and
took on a very dark spiritval tone, At thla point in my 1ife I became quite depressed, I
“a3 14, and trled to commit sulcide thres times, T was determined to 1ive no longer, as
i had nothing to 1ive for,

One night I came home about 11PM and decided to take a ahower before retiring to bed,
[ took & radic with me, as I loved to llsten to rock musle while bathing, I hadn't been
Ln the water five minutes when the music stopped and the station began their ususl inter-
view time, which I normally turned off. [ cannot explain what led me not to that partic-
ular night. 1 left the radioc on and listened intently as a boy and girl sang songs down
Sunset Boulevard, and much Lo my surprise thess songs spoke of Jesus, I guess what im-
prassed me mosi was thelr sincerity and love. Never had I heard anyone speak with asuch
¢onvietion of & real and 1iving God., T was in bed by 1AM and st111 had the radio glued
te my ear. These kida told of the meaningless llves they led untdil they met Jesus! What?
teet Jpsus? A1l they sadd just kept plercing my heart! At last — here on the radic was

5till, I had no alternatlve after they were saved. I hald Bible studies, but thare was
no 100% drop-cut full-tise service which I and so many yearned for, I still didn't know
ths Family.

I can honestly may T was really on firel I guess the only thing I knew was the
message of salvation and the fire and thought that everyons needed to exparience the
same, It was in one of my daily prayer sessions with the Lord that 1 slec recelved a
warning to lesave the U,5,A. I remember that afternccn sc clearly. The Lord spoke so
clearly to me and when I cpened my Bible I got Jersmish! I wasn't very willing to go
as I had gotten mso umed to the States. 1 couldn't understand Ged's lsading ard debated
in my own mind if this was really the Lord's will, auw even 1f 1t was, how would I be
able to lsave being underage? Wondering about a1l this, I got up and decided to go to
the house, As 1 walked out my father drove up the driveway, home from work. (He had
held high positions with U,P.T, aince cur arrival nine years bafore.) I waited to greet
him while he got out of the car and came towarda me, but before I could say anything he
locked at me and saild, "Robert, we're golng back to Costa Rieal"™

The year which followed was & bit chaotlc, something always coming up when we wers
about to leave, Finally & year later we were set to depart and did so, arriving in
brautiful Costa Rlca in 1973, The year I had remained in the U.5. I did a lot of witness-
ing and went through a lot of battles with old frisnds, leaving the rock scene, etc.
Arriving in Costa Rica, my brothers and mysslf began a real change, and we ended up
going to this disco called Aquarius every single night for & year. 1 didn't have any-
thing else to do, and so ended up being a regular thers and began witnesaing to everyone
that came. A lot of foreigners were always thers, and I got quite close to the staff,

I didn't know that the Family had a coffes shop right in front of the disco. All this
tima I was also gettlng letters from both the peopls in the Hollywood rock acene and
the JP's, My old friends wanted me to come back, and would often send letters about
all their "neat” new friends with whom they were golng off to bed with, BSo it was a
Teal battle in & lot of wayse. I was trying %o serve the Lord, and at tha same tlme tha
= devil was trying to persuade me t0 go back to my old ways. I knew that Jesus was real
@ and that He had changed my 1lifs, but I had no one to be with me, and T didn't know of

-~

anyone who was really living the gospel full-tims. I waa getting pretiy upset and
didn't know what to do.

1 think that one thing that finally got me desperate was when & friend of mine
from a Washington band came down to Costa Rlea for a visit, T reslly didn't know him
that well, he was a drummer and pretty popular, 50 we became close friends, and I found
tut he waa saved and somewhat of a J.P, One day we went to the beach and were out swimm-
ing, and he made a pass at me. I freaked out, ms I had no idea that he had thoss intent-
icns in the Tirat place, and he was the only close friend I had at the time., You ses,
after I got saved, my bisexuallty trip just went away, but later on old friends would
try to get me back into it. So it shocked me a bit that this guy had the same intentlons,
When he left back to the States 1t didn't affect me much until evening came, which was
the time I would normally go out for dinner, ete, Then I felt really lonely, and started
seriously thinking about everything that hed happened that year., I recall that I went
inte the bathroom and got down on my knees and prayed, "God, You brought me here for a
reason, Shuw me why, or else just take me with You, I haya nothing selse.” I really
cried. I think I began to fesl awfully lonely and discouraged.

1 got dressed and decided to go out. I hopped into a cab and got to Central Avenus
and began to roam, trying to declde where to go, I ran into my father who was on his
way homa, and he faked me to deliver some correapondenca that had just coms in for cne
of my brothers, who was having dinner at a redhurant next to the disco, After deliver-
ing the letters to him I decided to head on home, as I Telt a bit down in the dumps. I
can't quits recall what happened next - all I can remembsr is that I had every lntentlon
to grab a cab - But the only thing I can tell you, is that somehow I crossed the street
straight to the coffee house. The door was closed but suddenly opened, Teveallng a young
#irl siiting on the stalra, who locked up ail ®me and offered me a kind invitation to come
!n. I did, and as I reached the second floor, I noticed that thers were quite a few
;rople apread out 1istening intently as several othera told of the miracles the Lord had
ine in their lives and thelr various falth trips, It was very inspiring snd T liked it!

-

who und od - who spoke directly to me. I *

end of the program they gave the \fax‘sa’thlt was wrnnan;q ay ;:ﬂ:nl‘ﬁ::lts::o;:llaztm
at the door and knocky if any man hear My Volce I will come in to him.™ T sat Ilp‘. These
words just plerced ma 1ike & sword straight through my heart, I knew something was goi
on and I wept, wapt and wept. Something waa happening in my heart. I cloaed my syes mmi
c:_-lo& uut: "Jesus, if You are there, if You do#x!.nt, come into my heart and show me why
I's heral" Boom! It's hard to demcribe that moment. I was erying but laughing at the
;un !.1.;:. l.ndu;‘ the Love that filled the room and my heart that inatant was greater and
eepar than the oceans put together. I was f1 drowni.

in love - His Love - the Lover of all lovers! feasa A UTORAG fisxiing

I had slept with many befors, but that night was the first time I went to al
didn't fesl alone, God was there with me. He had reached down and touched me m:e,; mm
never be the same or alone again.

The following morning I remember waking up pralsing and thanking God. hands w
lifted and I was thanking Him! 1 was overjoyed and fslt so relaxed, free Iﬂdnrl‘llppy? ;re
went over to my dresser and got out all my drugs, which I immedintely discarded. I went
out that day and bought a Bible, which to my surprise had suddenly become resl And alive.
I understood His worda now and they were such a comfort and thrill to my heart. Excited
I began golng out to the parks alone to tell others about it. I couldn"t contaln 1t at '
all and felt everyone should experience this new birth! I did everything I could - wrote
wp tracts and printed and handed them out, witnssmsd at malls, to frisnda, con the tele-
phone. Every afterncon I would go to our party room in the house and would shut mysalf
in to pray and hear from the Lord.

One day out witnessing about a year after my salvation syes spotted a Vi a
palnted over with "Jesus lcves you" and "Hev, 320" ato., n':d’; r{.\n-:? You nu.-:dhﬂld
:::yztt;ctl'mmnﬂmnlhud had the mame experlence of salvation. Well, that night T

@ Lird would let me meet the driver of that
P e e car, and I had & vision ef it parked

The following day & friend of mine called t¢ tsll me that somsons had handed her &
newspaper called “The Way Inn" and it spoke all about Jesus, 1 rushed over and dlacovered
it was & publication released by & group of young Christisns {rom an Assembly of Cod
Church, Well, I decided tn go out of curiosity, and to my surprise found the VW parked
thera near ths Church basement where the meetings wers held., A lot of young kids (young
but years older than myself - 1 was still 14) from the aren wera there - ex-junkiss,
grouples, musicians, ete. I ended up being thelr President for sbout nine months. We
wers about &0 then, and met three times a week to witness and fellowship,

One night before the meeting started 1 escaped to pray for a while, I was very upset
and golng through & trial becausa I really umtuﬁ to Bef—\teythn Lord end my family ?us Eets
much against it, T had changed so redically and I cuuld not help but speak about Jesus
to everyone I met. I was erying out to the Lord and asking Him what to do when I was
called down to begin the meeting., We began with & word of prayer, and one of ay clder
frienda got up and came stralght towards me and sang me a song About someone in prison
“ho was walting for the Lord o come and dellver him., T started crying, and at the end
of the sung I remenber saying, "Jesuz, tske all of me, take 1t alll"™ 1 got up and 1
remamber havh:.,g A simllar exparience to salvation, but much deeper, an overwhelming sen-
s?uon of God's Love and really becoming one with Him, [ was really happy and felt an
:rzitri}c‘ sensation go through my body and cut my hands. The ‘baptlam of the Holy Spirit
= i anged my 1ife and gave me an unspeakable joy throughout the entire time my parents

ught so hard againet me. Tt was after this axparience that I began to explede in my
school, standing up in class L0 witness far the Lerd, Several teachers invited me to
come and speak in thelr clasaes and addresc thelr pupils, lesding many o the Lord mnd
:tarung several groups of born agaln Christians, The Spirit did a lot of miracles too,
ealings and speaking to people about their pant, even naming others whom I did not know,
ete. It was really His Love zalling out to them and T had just let myself go to Him.

1 noticed they called thesselves “Loa Hinos de Dioa™, and wondered If this waa the sase
group that Duane Psterson had so intently warned me about - the notorious Children of God!
i

1 noticed & coupls of people would look over i me every once in a whila, I was a
bit of & Tock type dresger 5till, and I guess I mustehsve looked & 1ittle out of place.
My clothes were good quality, Jjust "dqifferant”, Well, I sat thers, but no one came up Lo
me. 1 noticed sveryone was getilng ready to go out, and I decided to tag along, Off we
went to the park, Parque Central. Everyona got in a clrcla and started singing songs and
dancing around. I really loved it and went along with all the rest. I was really getting
off on it! They finished off with n Randy skit and witnessing, and off Bgain to the
coffes houss with me tagging along behind, I was Teally happy. We got back and a band
called Hesrtcry began to play, I really enjoysd them., Afterwards Joash Crow came down to
talk witn ms and invited me back. I alsc got to t&lk with Reinbow, So 1 was vary inaplred
and decided to head on home, a3 it was & Dbit late.

The next morning was guite Ancther surprise, I Jjolned my father for breakfaat, and
the Tirst thing he did was shove the morning paper in my hands, on which was printed an
article all about the Holy Chost sample the night befors, He had witnessed it alpo, And
41d net favor the Family at all, becauss apparenily the prisst who had written 1t had alas
recogniged me, And my fAther was very eabarrased and procesded to let me know, You can
imagine, if ha had been shocked by my involvemsnt in the J,P,'s, how he reacted when
seslng me in Parque Central singing and dancing in front of & large crowd,

I went back to the coffes house twice, and the third time I waa ushered in for my
first Mo Letter reading, which was “The Kingdom Prophecies. I don't know how I evar got
away with it on a third visit, btut that's the way 1t happensd. 1 then real iged there was
somecne who guided these people, and I really began to wonder. You see, I tad heard about
Moses David, and now I was sure these wers the famous 003, When 1t waa over, before walking
out, someone handed me a "Letters from & Shepherd” book, and I mentloned that I really
didn't know If Moses was a trus prophet. Of course I was basing myself on othera’ opinions,
as T really didn’t know, but I really Telt sttracted to the group. I just kept Tiaaning
on all thess things Duans Peterson had sald before, and all the letters I had gotten
against these "wolves in sheep clothing”, when 1 was still an active JP in the US. I
decided to go home and read the booklet, s well as the New Improved Truth, and I loved
them! T felt it was the outright blatant naked truth, and 1 loved every page, 1 remenber
seasing Faith's plcture when she was in Germany, and she totally captivated me. But yet
thers was still that doubt - Mo - & prophet - true or false? 1 kept attending the coffes
house, and got bombarded next with the David serles, Hal Scmsone must have had & lot of
faith! I realized that I had to make & decislon about Mo, I was honestly & bit afraid
to ask the Lord, and didn't know what Lo expect. I was sixteen at the time.

I went home one afterncon, locked mysslf in the bathroom, got on my knees, and cried
out to God to reveal to me if Mo was a true prophet, the endtime prophet, 1 told Him 1
would base myself on what Heo revealed to me Bt that moment. He asked me to open my Bible,
and my syes {ell upon the verse: "But what went ye out for to see? A prophet? Yea, 1 say
unto you, and more than a prophet, For this is he of whom it is written, Behold, 1 send
my asssenger befcre thy face, which ahall prepare thy way before thes,” That was more \
than snough, 1 guesa it just confirmed everything I had also felt, and it just set me free!
I docided to joln and became a Catacomb , ms my parents wuld not give their legal consent,
As moon as T mede my decision, I sat down apd wrote everyone I knew about it. T wrote
Duane sbout the liss published in his paper "The Hollywood Fres Press” about the 00G, and
how I had decidsd to join them, I wrote a short but concime letter, and maked him to pub-
1ish it from one who had sincersly ssarched for a group with genuine faith and had finally
found 1t with the 0OG, that I had served with the JP's and how I knew that MD was a trus
prophet for the sndtime. I naver heard from him again, and of courss the world never
hoard from him ever, But it has heard from Dad, and the message of God's Love 1a still
belng apread averywhers in the hearts of men through his letters, and that more than
spaaks for itself! Hallelujah!

Abaut & week later I received a letter from my old girlfriend, along with an invitation
to Europs with Ron Wood and Rod Stewart, It really Just made ms laugh, T knew I had
finally found the road of God's aervice and the volce of one crylng in the wilderness,
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