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“Everything revolved around homeschooling, 3:;1;._:11 COrgles, nours of late nignt
[ectures, prophecies and fucking Grandpa,” says Davida, 31, She has platinum
blond hair, plumped-up lips and a look in her eyes that says “I've seen stuff you
can't even imagine.” I first met her a few years ago, when I was hired to work
on a documentary called Chilaren of God (airing in Seprember on Cinemax)
that was directed by a guy nameéd Noah Thomson. Like Davida, Noah is a
former member of one of the world’s most notoricus cults, the Children of God,
presently known as The Family International,

“T always felt so dirty,” Davida says about her childhood, when she and many
other kids raised in the group were forced to have sex with one another, their
guardians and their leader, David Berg (aka Grandpa). “If you hadn't started your
period yet, you were required to do everything but actual penetration,” she says,




nages from Moak Thamsan's
documentany, Children of God, which
airs on Cinamax in September.
Clockwize from top left: A Children of
God newsletter; David Berg's followers;
Ricky as a young boy with one of his
caretakers; David and his followers;
mare COG newsletters: David in shades:
another COG newsletter: David with
spocky eves; Amy as 4 young girl dolng
astriptease for David,

PROPHECIES

cults. Don’t let i|‘1'lﬂ;_5h' reach that |‘={1il‘|i_ many Cults
today, and you might be more susceptible than you think: By Joshua Lyon

“But if a girl developed physically, that meant she was ready to do the real thing.”
When Davida was 20, she finally escaped with a 21-year-old guy named
Riciy Rodripuesz, aka Davidito, wio, as a kid, was prophiesied by David to be the
next leader of the cult, The two were like brother and sister, because they both

livied 1n David’s ousehold, Then Iin Jatuary 2oos, while :"'\-'I_'.-_I|I Wat Wil Allly UL

otk

the documentary, Ricky kidnapped one of his former'nannies (after failing to
track down his mother, who was his main target) and stabbed her five rimes
before slitting her threat and killinig himself, He left behind a heart-wrenching
video that blasted the cult and its abuse tactics.

The incident caused a media frenzy. It was the perfect scandal: a cult, a
declared prophet turned avenger, sexual abuse, murder and suicide. But the

abuse thar sccurred within the Children of God runs much -tl:‘.‘f‘l‘.-t".' than:-that —
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vome herfifring public incident, atud 105 still affecting Davidas mothet Was an extrernely closse
an'entire pencratian aof people in their 2o and parby imember of D inner poese, abvavs [oit [ [le
' A0 who are now wying o carve out o notmal bife, [che soxgal araft ] wis weird, but when 1 was z1.1

1 . fivally realized thas what was going on wis Wrong,”
SHRANDPATIAD IS PICK” Davvicta saws T tound pearash of my mom's boaks,

Pavid Berg founded the Chilgren of God in 1945 st one was all abour child abuze, Tt said, ' If an
n Hunthgron Seach, Cait, after he was fired aduit touches you fiere, its wrong” Sa [ raok it
[fony his post a& minister &t 3 Christian and my o and ended Gp getting bearen for finding
Missiotzary Alllancd churchofor alleped zemnal it, But s Tike, Thhew therewss samerhing
[ tileconchuct with an employee His group awtacted fucked vp about this ™ -
Frise-loye Dipmits Who W ers fnro comriial Rarrdife Fonrimvetssnormal, avid's near-
I Roge MeGowar and River and Jfoaguain destitute disciples would wait-for his doctrings and
Phicenixall grew up in the Children of God —and newsletters telling them how thioy should be [iving
the prgganigation quickly grevn (Cult gxpere Rick thinir fives, Among the ressaoes: st 1esus would
ROgs says the larest reported nrembership number  return inigas, slgnaling Axmageddon (chis was
is Nabaul Soueco” biaadds that 0 @xact count s Yater atnended o 20ma0). He also premoted “Riry
. hard to determine because the groupis spread out  fighing” a vecruitinent method thay encouraged
e B sround the ploke’) David and hiswile, KarenZerty,  some fale cult membérs oo *go aucand wirness
o ittt aka-Mama Maria; maintained a secretive desular the lave of Jesus with the serious inrent to use
! Pt o T A tiiseinaled i apal s ey oinche—deganed S Ok appeal as bate” And then there were thie
L foll o wWino went by madpe-up names, teachingsthat encovraged sexual relationships

Sk Qrstupin

hetween childmen
and aduls, s Daedid

“I found a stash of my mom’s books,  sseciin o

frewrsiaseer, U ol made

and one was all about child abuse. .. == avieomior i prac

thzally from the time

S Soltookittomy momandendedup e Bote
wanls o admity ; 4 . - » ' ;'TI'."E.I'-N =)
: getting beaten for finding it.” —Davida  everived; s

it car start by v ' encouraged ro have
S i i el g0, Davida says,

“laveuld Hve wichy poople snd cever Eiow thesr "Sometitties theve'd bea toge mighe. Tt was ug and afl
legal names,” Says Amy 34, anothe former member,  the adulcs interacting sexually, doing sexy dances;
It wasa tactic thar conveniencly made (¢ difficalt to Grandpa ligd iz pickof whoover and howevsr
fimnd ard prasecute members of The Family when any wWornen he wanred,”
the children grew up-and starred coming forward

with steriesotabuse. SGODAPPROVES OF THIS VERY MUCHT™

Amite disciples grew, the rest of the organiza- *I"wi had people = me T a mitacle becauds Pm
tioz Hved within communal groups; called urits, actunlly gble ro fincon” Amy tells me, With her
theoughout the werld. The adults raised theilr chil- iong briwn halr and Eind eyes. she looks lilte (e
drey as one Gig family. They were ioméaschoofed gt nexy door, grown: Gp, “Twas one of the first kids
and Tuid ta sing far monsy and dontissionary worlk,  pormm ingo the cult: My dad was only 12 when he mot
sbbpading tlieward cf God o chescreore, pllof the [aric. r[E'n: whan the Children of God was Brar
cazh they ralsed wag tihedand seot Lo Dasrid. soarting; My farher bad lasr his dad, 5o he larched

M relocated seei s monrhE " saks Dalia, ot Diavidd, berauses hewas affosine him 3 Bmiln®
who lived with David in refative lugomy comparced A e rarmed v, Led apift for singdng
with-his followers' meager surroundings. “in When she was o and {iving in France, David told
Eurape, thetedrere atwiys beautiful hojses” her-father to-give her 10 a-misit urit in Athens,
she pemgmoery, “In the Far Bast [we bad] huge Greace, and he compiied, That's fght he gmee
maneios wWith acrss and grres of land " awiny g o-pemr-old dauphrer: *There wore ahaus

CHILDREN OF GOD TIMELINE  The whele unholy mess, made simple
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DAVIDA

“If the government
avar wants to take
noa COG unlt, el
_|Tr.l',' hi
up, 100 percent.

PHOTOGRARH BY
ELINOR CARUCCI
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how can you
tell if it's a cult? |

I i ooy TiLeke Clu
. Lol S L S g + i e XHE o 4 o e BT e i Bl e T e e e L o | " TRl
recorded videos that were sent to ennious Eidsin e o e e e ...;;::.l. wratsed, ke 'Oh, Grandpa
L o gl e & i d Al TR, PO PR, (PPl Cepreny L | BRI POSPUPRPSPRLY T | ki (W TSP, e
uniis-all over the worig I.‘g:.'l:.' 15 EOINE [O Lo TRAT, - B0E 5aYs, Hewas abways

: writing us letters and commenting on our videos

started right away. At the time 1 didn’s chink it “ITWAS LIKE A HAREM? :
WASWITORE, DECALISE |: .I.':i'_!l_. TATETR ii SE, '-_.', - '.'I'..l--\._l' ':'-:“'.-' it :'I"'.: 1% -] 3 11 e 1%
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cult classics

We all know about that
South Park episode.
Here are some

more Spﬂﬁfﬁ VO MOLIT
viewing pleasure,

i # i

s | e AMY _ @

The Slmpsans oy " .
Tha Joy af Sick “& Llotiof Bfe men who
Hormer et sl Are brarmwashod ] [The Fami

| ket Movamentanians, a grodp ori Befaluse
that takes thelr nossessions 2 3.

endfeads tham lima beans

iy

pemn to getting i

willing to balk about things." :

BEHN iR AEHM B E

‘ BRIGITTE 2IRE i
|‘ |
f Hol Smake - Davida, who was 10 3T The fime, says, "Al 13, dad found out about what happened o me [after R B
Kate Winslal moves ta Amy was considered an aduly, [ was molested, but they sent me to the music unit] wasg really hard for 3

] I

flf|'”:.'~'1.f?.'.'f fr';':'."-'.- o .::1:1“| she got fucked real bad" him to deal with,” Amy says. i ]
ml Gy MIBTIC UL, mi ' . o X : . g s i 5 b 3 P iatlen r
: Amy says it lasted six months, “Then Davida's Sadly, Amy's father and the "prophes” Ricky aren't |

= 1 pamato Nazn ol 2lA
mom and Mama Maria gave me a speech telling the only suicides, Twenry-nine-year-ald former 1 :

rHa Akt
me it was time to leave, that [ would bea leader of member "Madison,” who left The Family in 1904,
my generation, but I couldn’t tell anyone where I'd lost her brother a few years later when he leaped il

1wmbling somme-

been,” she says, “1 was sent back to the musgicunit,  to his death off a bujlding after o
and 1 was s0 happy to be leaving,” thing about David and being braimwashed, “We all

In 1904 Dayid died, and his wife became the new have graff thar riggers us," Madison says now 2y -
leader, a position she still holds today, although At Amy's father’s funeral, 2 couple that had left E
she remains our of the public eye (requests foran The Family offered to help her if she wanted to i &
interview went unanswered), She renamed the leave, It took hertwo more years to get the courage, _ ]
Family Guy group The Family International and renounced all out zhe finally packed up her two young daughters. oy
'Eritty. Gy Death Bang: palicies condoning sex between minors and adults,  “Tt broke my heart to leave my son behind,” she says, il =
| :J.J.-_fr}..-l’t'.ﬁ" ‘:f" though she kepr coming out with comparatively “But [ had no workskills, [t wag hard to support us.” i
I safe but still wack doctrines, like “1f you want to [t was so hard thar, after a year, Amy returned her =]
love Jesus while masturbating, that’s up to you,” daughrers to their facher: All three chiidren are now =

Ahen Amy was 17 she married a member her being raised in the culr, but Amy is confident that 2
gwn ageand they had three children, Butshe the group has stopped its abusive Ways. *'] see them i] =
became increasingly disillugioned with The Family  every weekend and on holidays,” she saya, “Their =
and its endersemetit of pelyamory. Then she got dad is a good dad, sensitive and nurtoring, Heand 1 Y |
the news thag her farher, whom she’d had little are of the second generation [of The Family], sowe 2y L

—

| contact with since he gave her away, had commit Know the thistakes of our parents’ generation, My ) r
i ey ted suicide after leaving the cult, “The little that my  sorn, who's 13, told me, *Mom, I'm third-generation, 5] <

“Fun With Jane and Jana” g . = il S

| Lanaly Lusanng jg-enticed by %
! A food-wrthtalding cult that =
|] il MESquEradeg &8 &4 soqority o

free at last These former cult members broke through the mind control, :

W FHIT

“When | was a pretean,| began to reatize that verywhere alse :
werent like they wera for meat home. My parentswere in the cult,and | was
] subjected to their dogma and oppressive control, | ranaway seven times, the %
lasttime for good atage T4. | went from being an 1solated personwho hadn : ;'
garned social normsto LIving on the streets of Seattle.” —asna, 30, chice, cate |
Dude, Wharg's My Car? A ; . e
' Ashitan Kulchar and that othe |_|U|F|'Ed L cult] when |wasa EGD'"IDTT]:'FE N D::]“E%[_":. It became VeETy ef o
matehngseasars, - controlling, down to what we ate and what we wore. We had noaccess to 48
money. We would have to physically abuse one another and we were abused H e

by the leader; He ordered meto puncture my skin with a coat hanger, and i &
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'think before you join
These organizations absolutely do not resemble
the Children of God, but they're mentioned
by Rick Ross as being “of concern.” Consider this

your neads-up.

in 2004 quotad a

| Where to find 'em: there have boan

man who said he Peace Palaces in allegations
was pressured 1o Fairfield, lowea; that members
spend rmorey. and a _aninghon, Ky, are-subjegted
[ worman wha said she  Bethesda, MDY to mind-control
H et her husband was | ard Houshon racttayes.
CHURCH OF unduly influenced. { i Whare to find 'em:
SCIENTOLOGY The group has a Sedona; Az,
Red flags: chafismatic leadar —
Intimidationafcritics; | ANd asillydress INTERNATIONAL
The St Petershire codé for men, and it's SOCIETY FOR
T P .'atl.:-r','. poptlar withooelebs. KRISHMA
OO ol & Where to find "em: CONSCIOLISMNESS
former mempersaid | olywood Red Aags: The fallout

the churgh masgde if
difficult far har to
leave, Top officials
veore funey uniforms
urtil recantly and
thegroup belwenes in
aliens: Wheare fo flnd
‘gt Log Anpeles

KABBALAH CEMTRE
Red flogs: At 5415,
tha holy Dook,
Lohar, iz parhaps

[ unraasonably priced.
A Villoge Vore story

materialize

we know what's up. He's not as gullible as [ was™

Indeed, many currentand former members now
say the abuse has stopped, And Amy is oying ta
become financially stable enough to take care of her
kids by working fora large tax firm and running a
children's enterrainment business {face-painting,
balloon animalg) on the side.

Davida is having a. more difficulr time; "Ldring
way oo much and 1should probably be on medica-
tion, but I don't have insurance,” she says, She
works as a dancer and nude madel. “T loathe having
to take my clothes off for money. When guys gtope

TRANSCENDENTAL
MEGITATION

Red flags: The group
nasacharismatic
laadar and offers
enlightenmant
Inthe past it has
affered banetits
suth as vogic flying,
which didn't alwaws

from child<abuse
allegationgn the
Tlsang Bhsig
minakbly cyer, with
the church taking
An active role in
masing amends:
Followers still shave
thair heads and sing
or strests inpeach
ropes, Where to find
v LoS Angeles

FALUN GONG
Red flags: [he
grand poch-oah
claims powersof
rrvisibility A San

Francisco activest
ziays that Falun Gang
digcouraged bis
parents from egeking
mgdical treatmient
[acousations also

| - revarche by the Chinase
EElRr T .
Where to find ‘am:
Disrupting meatings
between Prasidont
Bush and tha Chinese

DAHN YOGA

Red flags: Awoman
died of dehvdration
during leadership
trairing, and

UNIFICATION
CHURCH

Red flags: Tha
mass wWeddings and

me, [ star erying. People say, “You're crazy) and I'm
like, ‘T have a pood excuse! But I'm happy as a riude
model, That's a profession.”

Still, Davida, Amy and Madison have hopeand
encouragement for people who are thinking about
leaving The Family, and they regularly check inwith
cther former members. “The one good thing about
what we experienced is thar we all have abrother
hood, or sisterhood,” Amy says. “We're throwinga
party soon for peoplein the movement that have
come out, Pecple are coming from ali over. Everyone
is really close because of what we've been through," 5

that’s what ultimately compelled me to run away. Leaving was torturous,
because | felt like | was abandoning the mission and leaving the will of God.
| felt like everything in my life would be a failure.” —carie 25,80stan

“We were told we were the brides of Christ and that nooneelse in the world

1 '|.'||

mattersa, because the warld wasgoingto end by the year 2000 Worman

weren't supposed to play sports or get a mgher education, but my parents

didn't fitthecult mold, and | ended up getting a full scholarship for track,

By my junior or senior year, thankstoac

classes, | realized | digdn't want to go bac

JANEMALG.COM

ouple of incredible teachers and
K, —Heig, 26, Los Angeles

suprame @ader
Sun Myung Maon's
prison sentanca
Tior tax evasion

T8 oW ancent
fiistari Most
dccusations of
Bramwashing ara

| Blsain Lhepast:

Where to find ‘am;
Supplying fish ta
sushi restaurants
Ih Chicago; runmng
the Weshington
Times paperin
Washingten, D.C

UNWERSALCHURCH
KINGDOM OF GOD

e fed flogs: Offers
AR foliowers financial

succass and
fraedom from
debtwhile asking
bhem tosacrfice”
by giving large
tamations, Where to
find 'em: Hispanic
Cammunities
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