This is a rough translation. For your reference only!
To Mr. Toshihiro Yamada at the Newsweek editorial department

Mr. Keigo Takeda, the editor

Mr. Eiji Igata, the president of Hankyu Communications

Thank you for calling us yesterday. I have sent you several documents that clarify how the Family International was proven innocent in every court cases that arose from the falsehood-based accusations that were leveled against us, and wanted to ask if you had the opportunity to read them. 
I sincerely hope that these materials will help you form an accurate understanding of the Family International.


On the tenth of March, the day after the reporters of “Friday” magazine visited our premises, I had the opportunity to view the latest edition of your magazine at a bookstore　and was taken aback to find that scandals were the main content of the magazine. But what further surprised me was that you were covering the current story in cooperation with three reporters from “Friday” magazine and you, Mr. Yamada, had come to visit us in the same vehicle as they.


Furthermore, Mr. Yamada did not show his face at all and when I asked for a name card I received it indirectly through Mr. Mizuno, from the “Friday” magazine, who returned once to the vehicle to receive it. May I inquire as to the reason for such reporting methods, such as using “Friday” magazine as your cover and not requesting an interview?


During yesterday’s call I received two questions regarding the number of people, but was unable to learn the purpose of your report. I was only informed that the opposing side had already been interviewed, and that you considered yourself unprejudiced because you were contacting us in this manner.


Are we to understand that merely inquiring about the number of people, without stating the coverage reason or content of your article is your publishing company’s (Hankyu Communications/Newsweek) standard of fairness? 


After much inquiry, I was finally told that the main focus of the article was on the former members of the Family International who claimed to have been abused. 


A few hours later I received an additional three questions from Mr. Yamada by electronic mail, but none of the questions were related to the main topic of abuse. Why do you not inquire about the Family’s opinion on abuse and the precautionary measures it has taken to prevent it? Our only guess would be that the article has already completed. 


Not to mention the fact that we received words that contained hidden threats telling us that, “if there was no reply then the article would go out as it is”. 


Could writing an article based solely on one-sided allegations be described as the true spirit of journalism? Would it not breed distrust towards the reliability of your publishing company as a result?


As the main subject of the article is to be on child abuse and will also touch on the incident with Ricky, I will be sending materials pertaining to it. Please understand that the reason the answers are quite general is because we haven’t received any official interview request or questions pertaining to it.  


Unrelated to this subject, I’ve taken the liberty of sending you a carbon copy of the letter that we sent to the publishing company, “Friday”. Our policy concerning interview requests and also information on the Family International are included within, and it also contains a message to Mr. Yamada who accompanied the “Friday” magazine. It does not contain any repetitious information or materials so please refer to it.


We would also like to suggest that you consolidate information from a third source that is neither a current nor former, member. As it is written in the file, “List of American experts in contemporary religion who have done research on the Family” most of these people have personally met with Maria David (Karen Zerby) and Peter, the leaders of the Family. As they have also interviewed many current and former members and visited numerous communities of the Family International, you will undoubtedly be able to receive an objective conclusion that is not based on any presumption, prejudice or rumor, but that was made wholly by what they first-handedly saw and heard.


To repeat myself, I sincerely wish that you will not write an article based solely on the opinion of one party, but will create an objective report by first taking into account the decisions documented in the case records of the administration of justice worldwide and opinions of religious scholars.
April 3rd, 2005

Japan Information Center of the Family International
Person in charge: Hiromi Narita

