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That the Blade mag is
a TREASURE HOUSE of
brand new JEWELS from
Heaven? That some of the
messages included were
given for senior teens, YAs
and even SGAs? That
MANY of the messages
apply to elite troops of ALL
AGES?

To the JETTs and Jun-
ior teens: Do YOU have
personal prophecies that
could be a blessing to your
peers? Send them in!

To parents, teachers,
young people: Have YOU
received a prophecy or
cool word picture from
Heaven for your child, sib-
ling, or friend? Send it in!

To ALL AGES:
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Read BLADE and be on the CUTTING EDGE of the ERA OF ACTION!

pcdesk@attglobal.net	
�������������	
���
Dear Family,

Hi! I love you all very much
and I’m looking forward to
seeing you all in Heaven. I
wanted to let everyone know
of the China Desk’s new email
address. It’s
pcdesk@attglobal.net.  Please
discontinue using
teddy@wonderserve.com .
Thanks so much!

Also, just as a little re-
minder, if you send something
for me to pass on, please be
sure to put the names and
mate’s/parent’s names at the
top of the message, so I can
pass it on right away. If you are
able to send it encrypted,
please ask me for my key first
so you don’t need to send it
open. Thanks so much!

Love and prayers,
Heidi for the PACRO China Desk
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FIND OUT MORE ON PAGE 8
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PAGE 2:  STATUS CHANGE: BARNEY AND LAUREL HOME, USA/GRADUATION
NOTICE & WEB SITE HONORING GRADUATED FAMILY MEMBERS

PAGE 3:  UPDATE ON FIJI COUP/CC WORKSHOP IN BUDAPEST
PAGE 5:  ACTIVATED NEWS & WS NEWS
PAGE 6:  SPECIAL OFFERINGS
PAGE 9:  A CRO’S IMPRESSION OF MAMA’S HOME
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Baby Audrey Michelle (second child of YAs David and Heidi, Mexico) went to be with the

Lord 12 hours after her birth on May 3rd, due to heart trouble.

Your little loved one is Home in Heaven now. She was in your womb those many months because she
wanted to bond with you and grow close to you—and you with her. Her mission is to be fulfilled in the

heavenlies, but it was My will that she first bond and become as one with you, as your little daughter. This was
part of the process to prepare her for her job up Here—a job that is directly related to you, to helping you

now and in the future. Your link with her in the flesh and in the spirit is imperative to the success of her future
mission, so keep that connection strong through heavenly communications.

She’s your reminder to keep the heavenly vision. She’s your reminder to keep looking up Here, where
everything is perfect and beautiful. She’s your reminder that your life on Earth is only for a time, but Heaven is

for eternity. She’s your reminder to keep your eyes off of the day-to-day problems and troubles that get you
down, but to keep forging ahead in the areas that will count and make a difference forever—reaching lost

souls, spreading My love, helping those in need, loving as I love, and sharing the comfort that you receive from
Me with others.
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For several years an FM
Home in Laurel, Maryland
has been publishing a maga-
zine called  the New Day
News. This Home, led by
Barney, has also held yearly
fellowship gatherings which
included CM, FM and
former members. Peter and
Gary attended one of these
gatherings in July 1996 (See
ML #3068).

After receiving numer-
ous questions about the
activities of this Home, the
content of the New Day
News and their web site, as
well as reports from both
Charter and Fellow mem-
bers questioning Barney’s
negative comments about
the Family, its leadership,
doctrine and policy, the
North American CRO team-
work, after much prayer
and counsel, have with-
drawn this Home’s Fellow
membership.

Although World Services
doesn’t normally announce
such change in membership,
we felt that in this case it was
necessary as many of you,
both Charter and Fellow
members, fellowship with
Barney and his Home, attend
their gatherings, and con-
tribute articles to the New
Day News and to their web
site. As such, World Services
wants you to know that
Barney and the Laurel Home
are no longer Family mem-
bers.

Following is the letter
which the North American
CRO teamwork sent to
Barney:

Dear Barnabus,
God bless you! We love

you and pray that you are
healthy and well and that the
Lord is blessing your efforts
to reach others with the truth
of His Word and the beauties
of His love.

Barney, we won’t make
this letter real long, being that
over the past couple of years,

fairly substantial communica-
tions have gone between us,
both on paper and in discus-
sions that you have had with
Dust and Ahlai in DC. In recent
months, we’ve received more
questions from Family mem-
bers (CM, FM and former),
asking us about you and your
activities. We’ve taken some
time to consider the material
that you publish, both hard
copy and on your web site. We
believe that one thing we
probably agree on at this point
is that we are not in sufficient
unity to be part of the same
work. As the Word says, “Ex-
cept two be agreed, how can
they walk together? (Amos
3:3)”

We do, of course, consider
you very much a brother in
Christ and we will always

share a common foundation of
faith in the training that we
have received from Dad and
our experiences serving the
Lord around the world. We
would be happy to work to-
gether with you on any activi-
ties or projects that would help
to reach others with the Gos-
pel or manifest Jesus’ love for
the world. Further than that,
however, we believe that you
will agree with us that we are
not of like mind in our support
of the Family, and that your
differences with the Family
are sufficient enough that you
would not truly be considered
a current Fellow Member of
the Family. This is the conclu-
sion that many, if not most, of
those familiar with your pub-
lications have already come to,
as we also have. With that un-
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JESUS SPEAKING:
derstanding, we will regret-
fully go ahead and discontinue
that aspect of our relationship.
While we know that this
change may possibly cause
you to be at further odds with
and more apt to criticize the
Family, we do feel it’s only fair
to yourself and ourselves and
everyone else to have a clear
understanding of our relation-
ship.

Barney, if there are any
projects or activities that we
can work together on that will
result in souls saved, or Chris-
tians strengthened in their re-
lationship with the Lord or the
message being preached, we
would look forward to work-
ing together with you.

Much love always,
North American Shepherds
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In early May we held a three-day
SEEC-area childcare workshop for
new parents majoring on the training
of our kids aged 0-7. We had nearly 40
attendees (mostly moms, but a couple
of dads too).

Mimi (of Jason), Becky (of Sam),
and Joan (of Steve) worked with me to
give the classes and host this work-
shop. I was very thankful for their won-
derful help. We also had Rosemarie (VS
from Poland) and Dove (from Russia)
attend, so that they will be able to hold
similar workshops for their areas.

When praying about this workshop
the Lord said to stick to a few main sub-
jects, to make it simple and give them
time to rest. He also told us that we
should ask each of those attending to
take time to hear from Him about the
childcare situation in their Home before
attending, so that they would come pre-
pared for all that He had to give.

Here’s what we covered in the
workshop:
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DAY 1 - Keynote with prophecies
the Lord had given for them. We also
took time to hear from the Lord to-
gether. In the afternoon we covered the
“Calling of Motherhood” and “Advan-
tages of Home Schooling,” and “Need
for Discipline.”

DAY 2 - We covered “Early Learn-
ing.” We started from the beginning
and took them through the steps from
teaching babies to how to set up a
childcare folder, make a planner using
the TAG, and so on. We also covered
how to teach different age groups si-
multaneously, and shared additional
tips from the Word and personal testi-
monies on teaching little ones.

DAY 3 - We covered “Teaching
Reading and Math.” We presented as
many ideas for teaching reading as
possible, and encouraged them to seek
the Lord for their child’s key. We gave a
simple course on making flashcards
and readers, using the Glenn Doman
sight reading method (which Hungar-
ian Flower presented), as well as how
to teach phonetic reading from the
CCHB 2. We taught about the
Montessori method of teaching math
from the CCHB, as well as how to make

and use math dots.

The MM Home was able to print
CC material packs that we gave to each
attendee. These packs included a set
of many of the CC materials that a par-
ent would need to get started teaching
her little ones. The parents were so
thankful for these packs.

We covered the pros and cons of
CLE, BEKA and ACE, the main Chris-
tian curriculums available. One big
question in our area is Home School-
ing vs. System School, as in most all of
the EE counties System school is man-
datory (though we are finding ways
around this). The Lord gave some spe-
cific counsel on this for our area. We
shared ideas about how to home
school in countries where generally it’s
not allowed, as in some cases there are
“exceptions,” and will be sending out
a further detailed message on this. We
read from the Raise ‘em Right and the
Home Educators on Home Schooling
to cover the pros of home schooling.

The Lord also supplied a bunch of
baby clothes and baby items shortly be-
fore the workshop, so each mother was
able to take home a large bag of stuff!
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During the months of April and
May several of us made trips into Gaza,
the worst hit province during the re-
cent flooding in Mozambique. We con-
tacted a Christian coalition of churches
and organizations working together to
reach some of the worst hit towns.
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We flew in a helicopter to Zonguene,
a small village at the mouth of the
Limpopo river which overflowed its
banks and completely cut off Zonguene
and three other small villages from the
rest of the province. The Red Cross and
the local government weren’t aware that
this area of about 25,000 people was in
desperate need of medical help, food
and drinking water.

+� ��� !���'�������'� ����� �) $��!�
Upon arrival we were put to work

right away. Together with a South Afri-
can doctor we erected a small “clinic,”
which consisted of four sticks driven
into the ground with a plastic sheet as a
cover. Hundreds of patients would line
up in the morning—underfed kids with
skin diseases, worms, diarrhea, fevers,
ear infections, cuts, malaria and so on.
We gave out medication and vitamin C
to 1,500 families. We would work in the
blazing sun from morning straight into
the late afternoon without a break—not
even stopping for lunch.

From one minute to the next we
were the official translators, nurses, and
pharmacists. Sometimes things had to
be translated to us first from Shangana
(the local Bantu dialect) to Portuguese
and then we would translate into En-
glish for Ivan, the South African doctor
who was with us.

�!�������� !���,��� -��
Some days we went to tend the sick

in isolated villages nearby. We were
flown by helicopter or small airplane,
as the roads were still underwater. In
these villages the people live in typi-
cal African huts made of mud walls and
straw roofs. Besides the medicines, we
handed out multi-vitamins to all pa-
tients. During the two months these
people were cut off and forgotten; they
lived mainly from fish caught in the
muddy waters, and the few bananas
and potatoes they grew. These villag-
ers hardly ever use money as they
trade their produce amongst them-
selves.

���.'����.
We gave out posters to the people

who could read Portuguese, and many
came to know Jesus. The doctors
would pray for each patient’s healing,
as they also were all Christian volun-
teers, then they would ask us to “give
them salvation.” At the end of each day
we were exhausted, but we found great
satisfaction in helping these very
needy dear people.

The kids respond so well to a little
love and attention. Before we started
our work each day we would teach
them action songs like “God is Good
to Me” and “In Right, Out Right,” much
to their delight.

At night when the generator was
turned off and it was pitch dark, we
would marvel at the most beautiful
starry sky we had ever seen. Zonguene
also has a gorgeous beach with white
sand and dunes. We had to sleep out
in a tent and the area was covered with
horse flies and king-sized mosquitoes,
and the two of us came down with ma-

laria. But we don’t regret that we made
this trip. It was one of the best experi-
ences in our lives and we wouldn’t
have traded it for anything.
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Daniel, Eman and I were helping
in Chibuto. We helped unload and or-
ganize food supplies being flown in
from South Africa and Swaziland.

Daniel spent a lot of time at the air-
port, unloading small planes from
South Africa and Swaziland. He had to
sleep at the airport to watch our tent
with the supplies. He would organize
the supplies and get them ready for
transport to the different camps.

We ran the water purification unit
and supplied clean drinking water to
the surrounding area of 40,000 people.
We had to run the generators, and put
chemicals in the four big tanks that
would purify water from the river. Our
purified water was checked by
“Medicos sem Fronteiras” (Doctors With-
out Borders) as they also used it for
one of the cholera camps in the area.
Trucks would also come from Xai Xai
to get safe drinking water for some of
their camps.

We made basic survival packages
for each family living in the camps
consisting of men’s, women’s and kids
clothes, blankets, pots and pans; cups,
silverware and then they would receive
their ration of basic food.

/'(((����-�.�$�������
We serviced four camps daily with

milk, cereal, rice and soy meat, vitamins,
and so on, and then would return in the
early afternoon to base where we would
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As you know, we have been working on a
new Windows version of the TeleTRF for
some time now! We are very excited to an-
nounce that a small number of Homes in the
NACRO area will be using the new TeleTRF
program, TeleTRF 2000, for the first time to
file their May 25th TRF. God bless these Homes
for their willingness to help us and be the
first pioneers to use the new TeleTRF pro-
gram.

This is our first “beta” test of TeleTRF 2000,
so please continue to pray for our work on
this project and for the Homes that are help-
ing with this testing. We will make more spe-
cific plans after this first beta test is complete,
but we hope to roll the new TeleTRF to the
entire NACRO area over the next few months,
DV. (We’re using NACRO as a testing ground
for technical and communication reasons.)
We will also begin to make plans with the
other CRO Offices about how and when to
begin implementing the new TeleTRF in their
areas.

Thanks again for all of your prayers. We
hope that TeleTRF 2000 will be coming to a
computer near you in the near future and
that it will be a help and blessing to make
your monthly TRF reporting easier than ever!

���������	��)�
From the Europe/Africa Activated
Desk: We are in the midst of nego-
tiations with the owner of a London
bookshop who wants to market all
the Activated products. He will give
them to the black churches in the
UK. It looks quite promising, as the
black community is the most recep-
tive to our tools here. This same con-
tact has offered to help us get the
Treasure Attics broadcast on a Chris-
tian satellite channel. Please keep
this in your prayers!

From Conectate (Mexico Activated
Desk): The Homes in the Monterrey
area are doing a great job of bring-
ing in subscriptions. One Home,
which formerly had sent in only
three paid subscriptions over the
past four months, brought in 20
more paid subscriptions in March
alone! Each time we hear from them
they say they have more people on
the line. Something that has helped
them is to have a stack of magazine
#2, and on follow-up after their con-
tacts or sheep have already received
#1 from them, they offer #2 and then
encourage them to subscribe and try
to get the payment on the spot, rather
then a “subscribe now, bill me later”
offer. This has been working well for
them.

From the Rose Garden Home, Ban-
galore: The “Mottos for Success” cal-
endar is such a hit with people. They
have become a must for every
outreacher’s bag each day. We gave
out calendars as gifts to some of our
pledgers, and so many of the pledg-

ers say their friends have taken the
calendars, so they have started
buying more. We ask for 200 Ru-
pees a calendar, so the income is
nearly the same as getting out two
audios. It is so inspiring to see the
power of the Word in people’s lives.

(Editor: This is the Activated
world shiner Home, which won a
new multimedia computer and an
additional cash prize for selling over
50 subscriptions.)

From Peter, Bangalore: Four
months ago we met Johnson when
we provisioned a package to be sent
by his courier service. The next time
we went to meet him we witnessed
to him more deeply and showed
him Activated magazine #1. He im-
mediately signed up for it and also
called a friend and suggested he
subscribe for the magazine and ar-
ranged for us to meet his friend. The
next day his friend also paid for the
full subscription. Recently when we
visited Johnson, he told us how he
reads Activated from cover to cover
and appreciates it very much. He
has asked four more of his friends
to sign up for Activated also.
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Maybe you should pray about your dream and
ask the Lord if it has any meaning. It’s important to
do that when you have dreams, because dreams
are like visions: you need to get the interpretation
of them, which you can get in prophecy. And even
if you don’t think it was an important dream, it’s
good to pray about it, because you really never
know until you ask Jesus about it.
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cost $1,300 a day, which the Chris-
tian coalition raised the funds for in
other countries.

I was responsible for feeding
the 3,000 children (ages 0-7) at the
four camps we visited daily. Since
we didn’t have a car, I would get up
at 5 o’clock each morning and catch
a ride with the water trucks to go to
the camps. At the camp, two ladies
and myself would prepare milk
and food to feed the kids. They
would all line up with their little
cans and cups in hand ready to re-
ceive their hot milk. They had the
most beautiful faces, smiles and
shining eyes.

serve out our purified water to the
people of Chibuto (not living in
camps). These people also needed
safe drinking water, and our water was
for free. Just the fuel for the generator

When I arrived at the camps, the children
would all run to me and call me “mama” in
Shangana, because I would bring them food,
play and sing with them. I had learned a bit of
Shangana to be able to communicate better
with them.

/'(((������� ���������!�������!������
During this trip over 3,000 souls were

saved. The kids in the shelters learned our
songs and we now have one outside
witnesser in Xai Xai, 22-year-old Cleopatra.

It was a life changing experience for me
and very satisfying to be able to help the poor
and meek here in Mozambique. We all wanted
to stay longer and are looking forward to con-
tinuing to help the people of this country.
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[El Dia del Niño]
Jason, Mexico: It is “el Dia del Niño”
(Children’s Day) which is a big deal
here in Mexico. We just got home from
hosting a meal for about 350 poor kids
in a community outside of Morelia.
After getting a lot of message in through
songs, skits, etc., we were able to lead
them all to the Lord. It was a lot of fun,
and you just know that it has a big ef-
fect on these kids’ lives, which is al-
ways a fulfilling feeling.

[Spooky salvation]
Esther Spark: About 16 years ago, on the
far-flung Island of Mindanao in the Phil-
ippines, I met a man who introduced
himself as Dennis. He asked me if I be-
lieved in people living in the spirit world
after they died. He looked relieved when
I said yes. His companions were  push-
ing him to leave but he looked like he
had something on his heart he needed
to talk about, so I gave him our phone
number.

When he called, he said that two
years earlier when he was in the mili-
tary he had been sent on a special mis-
sion to the Sulu peninsula to infiltrate a
rebel camp, spy out their plans and as-

sassinate their leader.
While living with them, he realized

the hearts of the people were the same
as his. They loved, laughed, cried and
had dreams and hopes, the same as he
did. They felt just as righteous in fighting
for their cause as he did for his. When he
found out that the old man who all the
children loved, and who everyone called
“lolo” (grandpa), was the man he was sup-
posed to kill, he couldn’t do it.

Dennis then started to cry as he ex-
pounded on the hell that war is. He said
he was sorry for all the killing he’d done,
and that he had never thought that fight-
ing was a great and noble thing. I wit-
nessed to him about Jesus’ love, for-
giveness and salvation. He very thank-
fully received Jesus and promised to
keep in touch.

When my new friend called the next
day he explained that his real name is
Daniel and he’s a school teacher. Den-
nis was a man he met two years ago at a
restaurant, the day before Dennis was
to go on his mission to the Sulu penin-
sula. He was scared and told Daniel he
didn’t think he’d make it back alive. Sure
enough, when the rebels discovered he
was an infiltrator, they executed him.

Dennis came back in the spirit to

visit Daniel to tell his story. Daniel used
to see Dennis almost every night and
he always looked so sad. Daniel said
everyone he told this to thought he was
crazy, so he stopped talking about it.

The day Daniel met us he heard
Dennis’ voice saying, “Tell her, she’ll
understand.”

Daniel then told me that when he
prayed, both he and Dennis received
Jesus. That night Dennis smiled when
Daniel saw him. Dennis never came back.

[Teacher training course]
Islamabad Home, Pakistan: We were
approached by a local NGO to give some
teacher training courses in the villages
50 km. outside Islamabad. People from
a Christian school 500 kilometers away,
run by the Sisters of Jesus and Mary, also
begged us to come.

We presented a budget proposal to
three multinational companies that
have helped in the past. We were able to
raise the $5,000 that financed our ex-
penses and supported our Home of 7
adults and 21 children. We accom-
plished the following in the months of
March and April:

We gave a 30-day basic training
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course (six courses lasting three days
each, and two courses lasting six days
each) to 210 teachers and 100 parents
from schools (private and government)
in 55 villages. The attendees teach a to-
tal of 8,100 students.

We gave each teacher a 25-page re-
source booklet of all the material cov-
ered (totaling 5,200 pages). We also gave
out 3,000 Reflections and Mountain
Streams, 10 Activated books, 200 post-
ers, 40 videos, and 55 souls were won.

Oh, yes, we forgot! There are an-
other 55 villages with a similar amount
of teachers that have requested train-
ing! We are now looking for further spon-
sors. Can you help?

Below are some reactions from
among the hundreds we received from
the teachers:

“Words seem so inadequate in re-
turn for all that you shared with us. Your
energy seemed boundless as you
worked with the teachers. The Lord alone
can repay you and I have no doubt that
He is doing so. I have never attended such
an interesting training session before.
During other courses, I could not sit for
more than 2 hours, but with yours, I just
could not get enough. I promise I will do
my best to implement it.”

“I have felt a lot of changes in my
life due to this course. I thought the lan-
guage would be a problem, but you or-
ganized it so nicely and translated ev-
erything.”

“The course helped me to improve
my moral values. You have taught me
how I can make simple and low cost
teaching aids that I can immediately
implement in my poor school.”

[Meeting El Pive Valderama]

Catherine, USA: We finished checking
in at the Tampa airport; as Gary walked
away from the counter, he ran into El
Pive Valderama, the famous Colombian
soccer player. He played in the last World
Cup for Columbia. Gary asked, “Are you
El Pive?” and he said, “Sure am!” We pro-
ceeded to talk with him and gave him a
tape and poster and took a picture with

him. When we got on the plane, he was
sitting right behind us and we talked to
him all the way to Miami. He is Catholic
and was very sweet. Since he actually
lives near us, we invited him over for a
barbeque and he gave us his number.
Let’s see what develops!

[President of Ecuador]
David (of Cristal), Ecuador: Cristal has
been in touch with the president of Ec-
uador through the mail. He has received
DMs, Streams, and answered twice show-
ing his gratefulness for our concern.

[Teachers�     seminar for
convent school]
Martin and Hope, Lahore Home, Paki-
stan: During a recent series of seminars
we conducted for a top school here, a
teacher who attended from another city
was so impressed that she took our tele-
phone number and later requested the
same series for her teachers at a con-
vent school. We visited her city and did
the seminars over the weekend—two
solid days! The teachers and sisters were
appreciative and gave us a generous fee
for the course. They asked us to visit
them again.
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Our first battle was to find

housing. It seemed that it would be
an impossible task for our team of
eight. The going price for a little
two bedroom house for two weeks
was US $1500! We spent a whole
day seeking, but nothing opened
up until we went to follow up on a
businessman we met last Novem-
ber. He runs a cabaret. When we
asked the Lord He gave verses
about going to the “sinners,
publicans and harlots.” This friend
told us he was helping to finance
the rebuilding of the school just
behind his club, and we offered to
do our show at the school. He said
we could stay in his six bedroom

house, located in the richest area of
the city. We gave a Famine for Love
CD to his club (which is a restau-
rant by day), and we heard it
playing there continually. After our
show at the school, our friend was
so happy, he said we could stay in
the house as long as we needed!

One morning we were awak-
ened at 5:30 A.M. by banging on the
door. It was our friend and his
bodyguard. They apologized
profusely and explained that
someone had thrown a petrol
bomb into the house where some
of his girls were staying, so they
needed a few rooms and asked if
we could share the house with
them. Ten minutes later, four

weary-looking girls of various EE
nationalities showed up. They took
the upstairs, and we stayed down-
stairs. We were able to witness to
them in our few words of Russian.
They had lost all their belongings
in the fire, and were left with only
the clothes on their backs. Poor
things! Over the next week we
made good friends with the body-
guard, and he has offered a house
in his village for May when the
studio band will be coming with us
to Kosovo to do several concerts.


�����-���!���� �!��!��$����
Our friend in UNICEF told us

about a village which had a tent
school for over 800 students (their
school building had been burned).
The Lord confirmed that we should
go there. The school was very clean
and well organized. The class-
rooms were in eight different tents.
There was no electricity or heating,
but the children were polite and
respectful. We gave most of our
CTP supplies to them and the
people of that village. Eman, who
had come up from Albania to help
us, prayed with many children.

������- �!�������������!��,�$ 
We received an invitation to

perform in a kindergarten in a town
which has been the hottest
flashpoint in Kosovo—Mitrovica! It
was a big surprise for the children,
and they were so thankful. They
have not received visits or help
from anyone else. Many are war
orphans or children who were
traumatized by the war. One girl
lost her parents, and now has
difficulty speaking. We gave them
our tapes and videos and promised
to come back.

5�!��!� �����$�����
One morning, on our way to

develop our film, a young man
came out of his house and invited
us in for coffee. He was living with
several other students who had
formed a band. We decided to go in
to meet his roommates, and they
asked us all to visit them in the
evening so we could sing and play
music with them. That evening they
all got saved, and some of them
even asked how they can join! We
went to follow up on them in their
home town and they had prepared
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their whole house for us to stay
there. They helped us book the
band, put up posters, and so on.
They are looking forward to our
return!

+� ���.���*���.����-�*!�
We want to end with something

Peter said in “End of a Millennium”:
“Your extra giving makes a major
difference to the missionaries you
donate to…. In many cases, you may
not even be sharing of your abun-
dance, but sharing what little you
have in order to help some other
family or Home who needs it even
more! That will result in even more
blessings from the Lord!”

Knowing how many worthy
projects there are out there, we feel
very privileged that you choose to
help us! Thank you so very much!�
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Re: S2K feedback (Grapevine #83,
page 7)

I read Steven and Maria’s letter
about going FM. They said, “We love
our teens and enjoy shepherding
them. We wanted to go more slowly
and not push them to a high stan-
dard but inspire them to do it slowly.”

I was convicted about enjoying
shepherding our young people. I
have become quite despondent
about the problems our JETTs and
teens are facing and it seemed that
the “norm” was to expect them to
leave, but I knew in my heart that I
couldn’t accept that. Then I realized
that to enjoy shepherding them is a
real key. I had forgotten that the joy
of the Lord is my strength and needed
a fresh zap of inspiration.
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Kate Saphira, 7th child, born to Libby and
Abraham Steps on March 17.—Paki-
stan

Elaina “Pim Jai”, 10th child, born to Thai
Charity and Micah on March 10th.—
Thailand

Baby boy born to Rachel Miracle in
March.—India

Mariana Pionera, born to Marysol and
David on April 12.—Chile
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Re: Matthew’s testimony
(Grapevine #82, page 10)

It was so inspiring and also con-
victing to read his testimony! His
hunger for the Word and eagerness
to learn made me see how familiar I
have grown towards the Word, tak-
ing so many things for granted, LHM!

I—once again—see and remem-
ber how rich we are in the spirit, how
much we can give to others of the trea-
sures, new and old, that we so freely
have gotten throughout the years!

God bless him! I pray that he will
continue to learn, grow and under-
stand the Lord’s simple and pure love
and truth!
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letters to the editor
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[Never bothered to respond]
Lady in USA: I recently wrote to ask for
clearance to a Home on the field that I
knew. They didn’t respond so I wrote
them back to make sure they got my e-
mail. Again they didn’t respond so I
wrote a sweet note asking them to at
least acknowledge that they got my e-
mail and they still never wrote back.
I’m wondering if that has ever hap-
pened to anyone else? It was a little
sad and now I might go back to that
field (to another Home, of course), but
I feel funny facing them when they
never bothered writing me back.
Thanks for listening.

[Close call in a bread shop]
Martin, Mozambique: It was Sunday
morning and we were out of bread.
Since it was W&R day I didn’t want to
bother anyone and ask for a partner to
accompany me to the bread shop that
is just a few minutes’ walk from where
we live. I said a quick prayer before
leaving, grabbed some posters and out
the door I went.

While in the bread shop I noticed
a young man watching me while I
pulled some money out to pay for the
bread. I had a funny feeling and put
the money back in my pocket. I got a
check to give him a poster and start
witnessing to him, which I would nor-
mally do. I brushed off the check and
was watching the man behind the
counter counting the bread.

The young man that was standing
beside me disappeared when I sud-
denly heard right behind me: “Grab
him!” A strong arm grabbed me by the
throat and started choking me while
three other guys in their early twenties
were holding me and one was trying
to get his hand into the front pockets
of my jeans. I was gasping for breath
and started to slump down so they
couldn’t get their hands into my pock-
ets. I wanted to tell them to take what
they wanted and that it wasn’t neces-
sary to choke me like that but I couldn’t
speak or breathe. I had my wallet in
my back pocket, which they took and
only then let go of me. Everyone else
in the shop froze and watched in si-
lence. I almost passed out as during
the whole time I couldn’t breathe and
just let out a faint cry: ”Jesus!” and they
let go of me.

While my assailants ran out of the
shop I called after them to leave me
my Mozambican ID which is expen-
sive and hard to replace. Since they
had already taken the money out of
my wallet they threw it back to me, and
it still had my ID. They jumped in a
waiting van and sped off. They didn’t
take my watch or the other funds in
my front pocket and got away with the
equivalent of less than $10. Thank God
they didn’t stab me, and I thanked the
Lord I didn’t get hurt worse, though for
a few days it was very painful to swal-
low. I witnessed to the people around
and gave out posters.

I learned to first of all obey the
rules and go out two by two, and not
only to pray but to stop and listen be-
fore going out the door, obey His
checks while on the way, and not show
a lot of money while in public. The
minimum wage here is about $30. Un-
employment is over 50%. There’s a lot
of petty theft but also armed gangs,
and in general the people are very
poor. We’ve been assaulted a few times
while out even when with another part-
ner and on a couple of occasions
young guys tried and got away with
snatching necklaces, shopping bags
and the van of a visiting brother was
broken into right in front of our apart-
ment and the thieves got away with a
video and a digital camera.

We’ve been here for over one year
now and we thank God for His miracu-
lous protection and supply during this
time.

[Stay real!]
From a 20-something female: The in-
creasing importance of men’s physi-
cal appearance (in the West at least)
has been in the news during the last
several months, and I feel I must com-
ment on it. I don’t know what other la-
dies think, but for the record, too much
muscle is not sexy or attractive—un-
less men are naturally that way from
being construction workers or some-
thing (and then it’s just tolerable).

Too much bodybuilding suggests
an inferiority complex, and that men
are far more interested in themselves
than in others (especially in us girls!).
It also suggests that their brawn is
more valuable than their brain. Also,
girls, have you ever tried sleeping with

a guy whose chest and arms were bulg-
ing and rock hard? I did once, in Japan,
with a guy who was really into lifting
weights—it’s uncomfortable! I couldn’t
rest my head on his arm or his chest,
because it was like trying to sleep on a
pillow that was too large and hard.
Since we slept on a single bed, it made
for a very uncomfortable night’s sleep.

A little muscle is fine, especially if
the guys actually use it for useful
things. A guy who might be physically
smaller or less “bulging” is more manly
to me if he’s willing to carry heavy
things or do hard work, than a guy
who’s physically larger but reluctant or
lazy.

To me, if we’re talking only about
physical condition, the main thing that
is attractive to me is if a guy is physi-
cally active. What’s not attractive is if
they build their muscles so much that
it looks like they inflated their upper
bodies, leaving out-of-proportion
their head, hips and legs!

I don’t think any of the guys I live
with have gone too far overboard, but
just in case anyone’s getting the delu-
sional idea that (REAL) women as a
race are actually more drawn to muscle
than to character, please let me con-
vince you otherwise. 

We LOVE it when you have strength
of character, when you care for others
more than yourself, and when you’re
less interested in your own body and
more appreciative of the opposite sex! 

Give us REAL MEN with character,
whose rugged, manly features are tes-
tament to the fact that they’re not in-
terested in waxing their bodies or
spending hours flexing their muscles
in the mirror, who are more interested
in the way a dress looks on a woman
than whether a shirt makes their
muscles stand out or not. Give us REAL
MEN who use their strength to assist
helpless women, and their energy to
keep up with wild little boys who des-
perately need role models. Give us
REAL MEN who are more mature than
to succumb to the self-absorbed body
obsessions that worldly, brainless men
have wrapped themselves in. Give us
REAL MEN who take care to look and
smell good, yet leave the primping to
us women!

I’m happy to say that I live with
real men. I have just two words for you:
STAY REAL.
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In Grapevine #84, we announced Brooke, 2nd child, born to Sara and Frank on

December 16th.—USA. The announcement should have read: Brooke Nicole
Francine, 3rd child, born to Sara and Frank on December 16.—USA. Congratulations,
and sorry for the misprint!

Shine On—APRIL 2000
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